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TO THE READER. 



I AM very sensible that the greatness of the subject is a 
sufficieht reason to deter me Jrom adventuring to publish my 
m^an endeavours, in relating the glorious and magnanimous 
achievements of his Majesty'* s renowned ancestors, as well as 
his own; jor of the excellent conduct of their Majesties 
since their happy accession to the throne. But because we _ 
have such a furious generation of murmurers, who, if they 
had their desirejs, would ruin both themselves and their coun- 
try, and reduce us to French Popery and slavery : it nuiy 
seem to be the interest of every man, to strive to undeqeive 
those whom these miscreants- would delude, since both ^r 
eternal and temporal happiness very much depends upon the 
supporting the present government against all its foreign and 
domestic enemies. A government founded upon law and 
justice ;— a government calculated for the support of the 
Protestant interest throughout the world; wherein we have 
a King and Queen of the same excellent religion with our- 
selves, a happiness which we have been deprived of for almost 
an age past; Princes of such exemplary virtue and piety, 
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that they discourage vice and prqfaneness, and constantly 
endeavour to support goodness and modesty , which seemed 
lately designed to be hissed out of the nation. 

God grant that our ingratitude and impenitence may never 
deprive fis of such inestimable blessings^ and that we do not 
fall a sacrifice to our stupendous folly and discontents. 
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X. HE family of Nassau, from whom our Gracious Sovereig;n is 
descended, is not undeservedly accounted one of the most ancient 
and honourable in Europe; not only for its great alliances and 
branches, but also by the advancement of one of this house to the 
empire of Germany, Adolphus Nassau by name, about the year 
1200, and that there has been a succession of the femily in a direct 
line for above a thousand years past; and among them Otho^ Count 
of Nassau, who lived about six hundred years since, andhad twp 
wives, with the first of whom he had the province of Gueldres, and 
with the other that of Zutphen. About three hundr^* years after, 
a second Count Otho of 'Nassau^ married the Countess of Yfanden, 
wherebv he became possessed of several other territories ip the 
Netherlands. In th6 year 1404,, Engilbert, who was his grand- 
child,, married the. heiress of the townofJBreda and Locke, and 
was grandfather to jEngilbert, second Earl of Nassau, who, in 1491, 
was, by M^3^ Romans, going into Hungary,, 

made ^UQvenior, Lieutenant and\Captain-General of Flanders; and 
afterwards,, ^in 1501, Archduke Philip going into Spain, constituted 
him Governor- General of the Netherlands; an experienced Prince 
both in war and pence, but dvins; childless,^ left his brother John his 
larffe territories. This John nadtwo sons : upon Henry, the eldest, 
.he oestpwed all his possessions in the Low Countries, and to 610 
youngest son William he bequeathed all his inheritaiice inGer* 
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many. By the earnegt .endeavours of Henry Nassau, Charles V. 
was advanced to the empire, against the pretensions of Francis I. 
the French King, and at his coronation placed the crown on his 
lidad ; and yet when, upon concluding peace between the^e two 
monarchs, Henry was sent hr A^ Emperor to do homage to King 
Francis for the county of Ilanders and Artois; that Prince, for- 
getting former differences, and being fully sensible of his extraordi** 
nary merits, mi^rried him to Claudia, only sister to Philibert Chalon 
Prince of Oranse, by which marnaffe his only son ReVens, of 
Oranffe and Chinons, oecame Prince of Orange. 

Wuliam Earl of Nassau, brother to Prince Heniy, professed the 
Protestant rcdigion,' and .e»p«tied popery out of his territoiiev, and 
was fk^r to the great Wuliam of Nassau^ who attained jto be 
Prince of Orange, and Lord of all the poraessions of the House of 
CbaJons, by the last will of Revens de iNassau, who died childless. 

The Emperor Charles Y^ h»Vuig a favour for the House of 
Orange, and received great services from them, was concerned 
that the young Prince William should be educated in the reformed 
celi^iu and tWefore took hum with much regret from hie^ fiitW,^ 
md emfeavpured to inistruirt him in the Romish faith, but afterward 
ib% former opinions, which he had sucked in with his mother^s milk, 
prevailed upon him, bo that he became an earnest, professor of Pro- 
t^atanthnu 

WiUiajQA Goimt of Nassau> his fathet, h^ five sons and seven 
daogiiters, by Juliana Countess of Stolberg. 

William, tne eldest^ was born in 1633y at the castle of Dillemi- 
barg» in the eounhr of Nassau, and being taken from his father by 
tb« Emperor CharMs^ aa we said, he became a great favourite by 
lus. extraordinary wisdom and modesty, ^ that The Emperor con- 
ftssed this young Prince often furnished him with notions and hints 
heshouh) else never have thought of, and upon giving of private 
audieuceato ambassadors^ when the Prince would mscreetly offer to 
^tiidraw, the Emperor mildly reminded him> saying, ^^ Stay, 
Prince,*' and it waa admired by the whole courts that a rrince, not 
abpve twentjF J^^apca old^ sboutahe intrusted with aE-the secretsi of 
tb9 ompire, and caixy ih§ imperial crown,, upon his resignation, tq 
imbrotheK F^dinmd, though the Prince, wfih some reluctan^y, 
•aemed to refuse the employaient, by alleging,, that it was no ways 
nKopac for him to carry to another that crown, which his uncle 
Heniy Qf . K^swu had set upon hi9 head. Yea, the Emperor had so 
mmb confi^mfi^ 10 Mm conduct,, that in the absence of the Duke of 
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Savoy, his GeMral of tKe Ij6w Countries, thoogh the Prinne Was 
not above tweftt j-two rears old, yet, eontrafy to tbe advice of all 
his council, rejecting all other experienced generals^ he constitated 
him generalissimo, who managed that great employ with eiicfa dis- 
cretion and courage^ that he caused Philipville and Charlemont to 
be built in the sight of the French army, whkh was then coaBt- 
manded by Admiral Castilkm, that great taptain. 

These magnanimous actions caused the Emperor to ree6mMiid 
the Prince of Orange to Philip II. bis son ; bat his virtue and eon^ 
rage were sO emulated by the Spanidfiids, that all hh most inaoeent 
w^s and actions were misiriterprlited, and the opposition that, the 
provinces made to the King's Will and pleasure in de/SsfiMf of their 
privileges were attributed to . his tontrivaiiee, which King Ph8fp 
made him sen^ble of wheu he Was embalming tt6m Hushiiq^ tor 
Spain^ charging hin^ With preveutin^ all his private intri^ties, with a 
furious countenance ; and when the Prince mildly ref^d, tiiat idl 
had been done by the states thettselves, the Kkig, ilialdng him by 
the wrist, replied, « No, not the states, buty^, you, you, adrelkt 
oceasion of it;'' which severe reproach in publjc 60 d«g«Med the 
Prince, that he suddenly left the King^ WithMt flitth^ tefstnony^ 
only wishing him a go6d voyage, and so left bitti in tho middle of 
Flushing, which he knew hadf much re^;)lk!t ^ him ; tM ^at whieli 
increased the Prince's iifidtgnation l^gaitet the Spanish govefMiedt 
was, that he saw himself deprived i>f the goveniiment of the Ne^' 
^erlands, which his predecessors always enjoyed, and Catdinal. 
Granville, his implacanle adversary, put in his pta^e, mAi^ ff^ 
ceedings of Kin^ Hiilip disobliged both the nobility aad pe^^^ 
Who hated the pride of Fhilip as much as they adknired the whmlity 
of his father Charles, which was mtfch incii^ased when the ^^tes 
.(who much dreaded the Spanish insoleucy,) in a fall asAea^h^ at 
Gaunt, desiring the King to withdraw his fSlMreign trc^s out or the 
provinc^s^, and intrust the natives with the ^tified^ac^, aud not 
advance fereign ministers to the goverM»ent. Tfao feng was so fiur 
incensed thereat, that lie ordered his sisiter Margaiiet of Austria 
to set up ^he Sf^nish inquisition, and to tuahe di^rs newbirfiops^ 
And these were the principal causes of the dc^tion aud terrible 
disorders that feSIowed : for the people abhorring the name of Ae 
•ni|msttion arid the new bisfaojm as members of it, and Hie nobility 
beiug highly in^en^ed at the imperious temper of GrantiBe, after 
having loirig suffered unfcr his arrogance at length the Pir&aee of 
Orangie, C^unt Horn^ aad Oornift EgmonI s^t I&ig Pbfl^ wond^ 
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4 THE HISTORY OF THE 

^^ That unless he recalled the cardinal out of the Low Countries, hit 
violent counsels, which were so much abhorred hy all, .would^cer* 
tainly occasion a revolt in those provinces." . This^ with much re- 
gret, was done; but another, worse than he, was designed in his 
foom, the bloody Duke of Alva, with an army of Spaniards . and 
Italians, which the Prince and nobility being seuiiiible was'to take 
revenge for the aftiront to Granville, the Prince desired . the go- 
verness to be dismissed from his governments of Holland, Zealand, 
Utrecht and Burgundy, which the Duchess refused, but'desired him^ 
to remove his brother Count Lodowick from his person, as being 
Buspected to give him bad council, and likewise to take a new oath 
of allegiance to King Philip, both which he denied, and as to the 
last alleged, ^^ That such an oath would oblige him to extirpate 
heretics, and might compel him to put his own wife to death, who 
was a Protestant, and that, if he should take another oath, it might 
be thought he had broken the. first." 

But the governess being venr zealous for settling. the inquisition 
and the .new bishops, about four hundred ffentlemeo, H^it^h Prince 
Lewis of Nassau at the head of them, and seversrl : oth^r nobles,, 
presented a petition against it, and were those who wer^ a^lt^rward 
called guese, or begffars, so nick-named for their plain apparel by 
Count Barlemont, a mvourite of the Duchess, which, though given 
in scorn, did much advance the confederacy that followed, and 
strengthened the Prince of Orange's party; for their petition beins- 
absolutely' rejected, these. ^ntlemen caused medals to be made, with 
the King s picture on one side, and a beggar's dish and wallet on the 
other, with this inscription, ^' Faithful to God and the King even to 
the carrying of the wauet," intimating that they were better subjects 
to the lining than Barlemont and his adherents ; and the Prince of 
Orange, with the other lords, perceiving their petition slighted^ 
consmted their own safety ; most of them were for taking arms to 
oppose the landing of the Spaniards in the Netherlands, since, by 
intercepted letters, they plainly. discovered the design was to ruin, 
and destroy them ; but Count Egmont, governor of Flanders and , 
4.rtois, opposed it, apdb^ing confident of his own good services, 
advised them to rely upon th^ Kind's clemency and mercy, to which 
the Prince of Orange replied, " That the King's mercy upon which 
he trusted would be bis ruin, and that the Spaniards would make a^ 
bridge of him to come into the Low Countries, and then break him ;". 
at which wor^s embracing the count, as if foreseeing they should 
never meet again, the^ parted with tears in their eyes. The Prince 
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instantly went with his fiiniily to his town of Breda, , only J\^ left his 
eldest son Philip to study in Loyain ; and after that, to jDiltemberg, 
the ancient seat of the Nassaus. 

Soon afteir, the Duke of Alya with an army of old Spanish and 
Italian soldiers came into the Netherlands, and Count Egmont 
wsSting upon him, he said aloud, Behold the great Lutheran ; vet 
the Count took no notice of it, but presented him with two hne 
horses. The Duke being arriyed at Brussels, produced his com- 
mission, whereby he was made absolute goyernor in all causes what- 
soeyer.: he then dismissed the assembly of the states, and constituted 
a court of twelye men, who were to inspect into the troubles. They 
soon iipprisoned a great number of people of all degrees and quali- 
ties, and eighteen lords and gentlemen were put to death at Brussels, 
and the Counts Egmont and Horn imprisoned, and soon after be- 
headed in the market-place of that city ;. the first being much pitied 
by the people for his fond credulity, who rejoiced at the safety of 
the Prince of Orange : and Cardinal Granynle who was then at 
Rome, hee^ring of these proceedings, asked the messenger whether 
the Duke had taken Silence, which was a name giyen to the Prince 
for secrecy and few words ; who replying ho : " Nay," says Granville, 
^^ if that fish has escaped the net, the Duke of Alva's draught is 
nothing worth." 

The cruel and barbarous proceedings of this new goyernor cansed 
a great many to leave the country, who were summoned to appear 
before the bloody council of twelye, at a certain day, and upon their 
refusal,' all their estfites were confiscated; among others, the Prince 
of Orange, Count Culenburgh, and other lords were cited; the 
Prince refused, alleging,, ^'That being of the order of the golden 
fleece, he could not be judged by any but the King^and the com- 
panions of that order." He Idtewise appealed to the Emperor Maxi- 
milian, brother to King Philip, and other German Princes, implor- 
ing their aid, who approved of his reasons, and declared their dislike 
of the proceedings .oi' the Duke of Alva : the time for the Prince's 
appearing being expired, his principalities were all declared to be 
forfeited, a Spanish garrison was put into Breda, and his eldest son 
Pjbilip William was sent ,to Spain to be educated in the Roman re- 
ligion, and also for an hostage for his father. 

And thus King Philip by these cursed counsels, and the rigorous 
usage of his 8uqects,.was himself the occasion of thie loss of the 
united Netherlands,; who, finding all their privileges violated, and 
their utter extirpation determined, they resolved to throw off this 
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UitoletaUo voke, and afterwards, in some of their ensigns had thk 
motto, ^ We will either recover our liberties, or perish in the at- 
tempt.^ And the Prince of Orange observing himself so roughlj^ 
and iingustly used, being reproached as a public enemy, and exposed 
to the malice of bis implacable adversaries, having his innocent son, 
and his ereat Estate ravished ih>m him^ he thought it high time to 
defend bis. honour and his life, bj force of arms : and to engage 
for religion and liberty in the common quarrel of his country. And 
thereupon he raised an army in Germany, which he sent unto Frieze- 
land, under his brothers Lewis and Adolphus, of Nassau; and being 
linet by Count Arembergh, with a considerable force, a battle fol- 
lowed, wherein the Nassovians sained a considerable victory, the 
Spanish army being totally^ routed, and Arembergh himself with the 
principle commanders slain, and all their cannon, baggage, and a 

E^at sum. of money sent to pay the soldiers, taken. This defeat 
ppened in 1568. But Count Lewis enjoyed this victory verv little, 
for the Duke of Alva pursuing him, fell upon him just at the time 
Ivhen the Germans were all in a mutiny for their pay, who rather 
chose, to be miserably slain, than to defend themselves; so -that six 
thousand were killed or drowned, Adolphus hardly making his escape. 

The Prince nothing discoura^d at this misfortune, raised anottieir ^ 
army of twenty-ei^^ht thousand French and Germans, and published 
a declaration, wherein he cleared his innocence of those crimes 
objected against him, charging the Duke and the council of blood 
with the causes of the war, and then passing the Rhine by tying his 
horses together to break the force of the river, the foot arrived 
silently in the night to the other shore, which so surprized that Duke 
6f Alva, that he would not believe it at first, saying, *' Sure ye do 
npt thiiik them an army of birds." Arriving thus into Briibant, he 
offered Alva battle, tvhich the other declined ; so that after twenty- 
nine several attempts t6 engage him to a confibat, and the city's not 
revolting to the Prince as he expected, and the Germans being Bgkin 
ready to mutiny for want of pay, it was thought adviseaWe t6 dis- 
miss his armv, paying part of their arrears b^ the sale of his platter 
artillery, and baggage, and engaging his principality of Orange to 
his chief officers for tne remainder ; yet, before their disbanding, he 
routed eighteen companies of the enemy *s foot, and three hundred 
horse of the Spaniards, near Cambray ; most of the commandenl 
beine taken prisoners, and the Duke of Alva's son slain. ^ 

After this, with only one thousand two hundred horse, the Prince 
and his two brothers went into France to Ae assistance of the Pro« 
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te^laoU agninftt the Duke of Guise and his parUzatis^ whi^e he was 
very successful in several e«coui»ters, and, at lengthy hj the advice 
of the great Admiral Colog^ni,,. he fl^ve oik ccimiBissions to neveral 
persons of quality, fugitives of tne low countries, to infest the 
Spaniards by sea, bv which means he soon became master cf all 
Upland and Zealand. The Germans bein^ driven out of the Nether- 
lanc^ the Duke of Alva, aa if he had conspired to lose these countries) 
instantly levied new taxes, even the tenths of all goods and estat^^ 
which so enraged the people thiA were already near ruined bj the 
•war, that upon the privateers (who were sent abroad by the Pritice's 
commission) taking tb^ town cf BriU, a port in Zealand, eight cities 
in Holland, and all the cities in Zealand) except Middleburgh, de- 
dared for the Prince of Orange; and Flushing, a considefaple city, 
being animated by the priest at mass, on £aater-day in the moniing, 
turned out the Spanisn garrisona in such fury, that they hanged 
Alvarei;, kinsman to the Duke of Alva.. And William, Count of 
^eige% at the same time took several other towns in Friezeland? 
•and, which most astonished Alva, Lewis of Nassau, by the assisi- 
anee of the French, took Mens, the diief city of Heynault- 
. Meanwhile, the Prince of Orange^ with an Mrmy of eleven th^i^ 
.sand foot, and six thousand horse^ marched to Lovain, whieh |Hreh 
sented him with sixteen thousand crowns, and was received into 
Mechlin, and from thence came within mht of Alva's wmj^ which 
was strongly fortified^ yet the Prince resmved to^force his mtk^nehr 
ments, or oblige Urn to a battle, which, whilst he was eonsultingy be 
received advice of the horrid massacre at Paris, whereby he lost the 
Admiral Chastilli<m, and nmny other of his dearest friends, together 
•with all hopes of any move.relief from France ; so that not faring able 
to oblige the Duke to a battle, and doubting the French commanders, 
who were his chief strength^ should desert him upon newti of the 
bloody massacre^ he wrote to his brodier Lewis to make tenns for 
delivering up Mons^ then besi^;ed by Alva ;. a&d then with slow 
marches retreated to the Rhine, yet with some loss ami dai^r; fbr 
a detadiment of Spanish horse and foot breidiing into Iris camp in 
the nighty kiUedaBd burnt all befiore them as far as bfe ewn tent, 
whert ne was Ast asleep i bat a little dog which used tce^e on ks 
bed, never left barhkifg and seratchiu; listfiwe till he hadwifted 
bii% so Aftt leapii^ out of has bed^ an4 perceiving the pmlbe w»3 
in, he hastened to his men, who were now coming to his rescue, and 
feUupenlbe Spaniards so furioiisly, that most of thepmiy, which 
were about a thousand hevse and foot^ w»^ cut df ia tnei* i^At^t 
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After which, the Prince dismissed his army and came into Holland ; 
these states, with those of Zealand, having already acknowledged 
him for their governor, and talcen an oath to stand by him with their 
lives and fortunes. 

Bat though the Prince had the full power of the government in 
his own hands, yet he acted ail matters in the name of the states, 
and by his extreme diligence, in four month's time he had provided 
a fleet of one hundred and fifty sail, well rigged and roanned^ in the 
port of Flushins^; who, for ten years after, did unspeakable damage 
to the Spaniards, and were never but once worsted by them. H^ 
likewise banished all Romish-superstitions out of the churches, that 
difference in religion might render them more irreconcileable to their 
old adversaiy. 

But the Duke of Alva having retaken Mons, sent his son to re« 
duce some other cities in Holland, and Guelderland, and because 
the town of Haarlem had formerly received the Prince of Orange, 
after the Duke had reduced* it by &mine, whereof near thirteen thou- 
sand died, he made a dreadful example of this place, the Spaniards 
first hanging the governor, and for several days together nanging ' 
atod drowning the ministers, magistrates, and people of the city, to 
the number of near two thousand, which butcneries made the Hol- 
landers to be still more resolved and obstinate against them ; so that 
the other towns made a more vigorous defence, for fear of falling 
into the' hands of such cruel blood hounds. Soon after, the Duke of 
Alva was recalled out of the Netherlands, and Lewis Requesones, of 
a milder temper, was sent to succeed him. King Philip now finding 
that rigor and barbarity did but enrage the Netherlands, and made 
them more averse to his government: this new governor had the 
fortune, at his arrival, to be an eye-witness of the defeat of his 
master's fleet, by that of the Prince of Orange ; but yet was more 
fortunate by land; for Prince Lewis, of Nassau, having brought a 
fotlrth army out of Germany of seven thousand foot and four thbu»- 
sand horse, was defeated by the Spaniards near Nimmeguen : the 
Germans, according to their usual custom, calling for their pay just a6 
the battle began^ and thereby were the ruin of themselves, as well as 
of their general's honour ; the Prince Lewis, with his brother Prince 
Henry, and the , Count Palatiiie being all tjiree killed in this fight. 
Upon which victory, the Spaniards besieged Ley den, and reduced 
it to very great extremity, so that thejj were ready to capitulate : 
but therrin^e having an account of their condition, by letters tied 
^tp pigeona and sent into the town, resolved to make the utmost 
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effort possible to relieve it ; and having provided two hundred flat- 
bottom boats, of fourteen or sixteen oars, and two guns a-piece, 
which he filled with seamen and. pro visions, when all things were 
prepared, the Hollanders broke down the dam that kept out the sea, 
which thereupon entered with such fury into the country, that it was 
overwhelmed with water, and the camp of the Spaniards was over- 
flowed, so that the city received supplies forty miles off by water; 
and the Spaniards having sunk' their cannon after four month's fruit- 
less labour, were forced to raise the siege, being pursued by the 
Dutch in. their boatSf with long grappling irons, wherewith they' 
drowned and destroyed a great number of their 'enemies. This de- 
liverance from a barbarous and inhuman eneipy, endeared the Prince 
of Orange to those of Leyden, who, to recompense their losses by 
the inundation, erected an university there, which he endowed witn 
ample revenues and privileges. , 

But to recompense this loss, Requesones reduced Zurich-zee ; but ^ 
the Spaniards and Germans falling at variance about their pay, and 
Requesones dying at the same time, the unruly soldiers rell upon 
Maestricht ana Antwerp, both which towns they plundered and ran- 
sacked of an immense treasure, rated at above twenty millions. The 
robberies of those foreign-mutineers, caused such an abhorrence and 
detestation of the government in the people, that those which had 
hitherto been obedient to the Spanish government, now declared the 
Spaniards enemies to their King and country, and called in the 
Prince of Orange to their assistance ; all the provinces^ except Lux- 
emburg, entering into an association, and soleninly swearing to assist 
each other in delivering their country from Spanish slavery. Thia 
happened in 1576, when King Philip, to remedy these disorders, sent 
Don John, of Austria, to be governor of the Netherlands, who, by 
his mild and affable behaviour^ wheedled the provinces for a time 
to desist from their gallant resolution ; and though the Prince of 
Orange, who saw the bottom of the Spaniards' designs, continually 
forewarned them not to be deluded with guilded promises ; yet, Don 
John haviqg solemnly agreed that the States General should assem- 
ble, and that the Spaniards and Germans should depart out of die 
Netherlands, several of the pi'ovinces again submitted taKing Philip; 
the Prince of Orange, with the states of Holland and Zealand, pro- 
testing against their proceedings, especially as to the articles aoout 
religion ) but Don John was no 'sooner settled in his government, 
being received with much magnificence at Brussels, but he quickly 
made good the Prince's premonitions, for he seized upon Namur and 
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Cbsrlemofit, and sent (br the foreign troops. Whereupon, the st&teiv 
finding themselves deluded, they resolved to oppose him by arms^ 
and having idemolished the castle of Antwerp, tney joined with the 
FVinee of Orange, and sent to desire his presence at firus^els, where 
he tvas received with all kinds of joy, and the acclamations of the 
people, and declared governor of Brabant, and superintendant of 
the revenues of the provinces. 

The States General having dedared Don John of Austria the 
public enemy of their country, he thereupon recalled the Italians, 
and other foreigners, who were banished by the perpetual edict, as 
it was called, and with them defeated the army of the states at Gem- 
blours, though this loss was recompensed by the surrender of the 
fiimous city of Amsterdam, eight days after, which was then united 
to the body of Holland. 

In the veaf 1579, the Prince of Orange laid the foundation of the 
republic m the low countries, by the strict union he made between 
the provinces of Gueldres,Zurphen, Holland^ Zealand, Frie2;eland| 
tod the Ommelands, consisting of twenty-nve articles, the diief 
whereof was, **That these provinces should mutually assist each 
other against the common enemy, aiid not treat of war or peace 
Without ^neral consent:'* this was called the treaty of Utrecht, 
because signed in that city ; and to shew that union was absolutely 
iiecessary for their preservation, the 'states took this for their motto, 
•'Concordia parvie res crescunt;** By concord little thitigs grow 
|;reat. But tne Prince finding the power of these few provinces not 
sufficient to defbnd themselves agamst the other provinces that had 
reconciled themselves to Spain, nor against that potent crown, he 
thought it adviseable to choose some neighbour Prince to be their 
protector, and judged none more proper than the Duke of AnjoU 
land Alenson, iiie only brother of Henry III. King of France, and 
commissioners being sent to him, it was soon agreed, that these six 
provinces of Holland, Zealand, Brabant, Flanders, Utrecht, and 
Friezeland, should acknowledge him for their sovereign, upon coh- 
dition, ^ That he should maintain them in their present privileges 
lind religion ; that he should assemble the States General once a vear, 
or oftener, if they thought fit; that he should not dispose of any 
6fRces or prefbrments without the consent of the state. Lastly, That 
ff hfe should endeavour to infringe or violate this treaty, he should 
immediately forfeit his sovereignty, and they be fully absolved 
from any allegiance to him, andte at liberty to choose another sove- 
reign.'* ^ 
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This nfreenest \mii^ viade, Ardbluka Mattiuiai, ]»nDtber fx> Bo^ 
idolphu8. Emperor of Geramnj, wbo hwd been saiM; for some time 
before by some factioiiB liord^^ <wba envied the ririm and ^oiy of 
the Prince of Orange) finding that the^tatee songht for a nore 
powerful protector, took his leave laad retired into Gernuuij, though . 
not without large acknowledgmentf and preaeaty &Qm the States 
General. The Prince of Orange hasten^ the omcfa of the Duke «f 
Alenson, whose presenee he knew was yery tonMewaki^ eepeeialfy^ 
since in this year 1580| the King of Spain had^ peiblished a most 
bloody prosecution against him, ^^ Reoroeichi^ him wkh the &vom 
bestowed on him by his fiuher, Charles V. and dedaring him to hf 
a rebel, heretic, hypocrite^ like to Cain and Jvdas, of an obdnimlia 
conscience^ a villain, the head of the Netherli^ tnNlbles^ a plague 
to Christendom, and an enemy to all mankind;" dedariag uirther9 
^'Tl»at he did prosecute and baaash him out of hie oewmlries and 
estates, forbidding any of his subjects to converse with, or rdiev* 
him, giving all his estate to those that would take it, promtsfng, upon 
the word of a Kin^, and as the Minister of AJmi^y G«i That if 
any would deliver him alive or dead> ^ else takae wiviry hia Ufe, he 
would give to him, or his heirs, five thoosaaid ccawos of grid, tmd 
the free pardon of all the crimes that he had before been guilty of| 
and if they were not nobloi io nsake them so, and ^rewmra ioU that 
shall assist them therein ; and likewise that all his a^Jbenmlis shmiUl 
be banished, aad their lives aad estates given fiir a pcey i» may thai; 
would take them«" 

. The Prince of Orange ande a iFery amart afolesjr ir answer heve<r 
ui^, wherein he fiUly vincmcates himself fe)m aline crimes objected 
against him, f>rovtag at invge^ ^^ That all the miseries <of the ^ther*' 
lands ought to be impvted to the eouncil of . Spain, who emietaromBA 
to reduce those countries to absoltite slavery, hoth as to teUgim and 
eivJl l^rties, and acting move lii^ j»a4«m£n than pcliiieiaos, and 
Ufce that feolish King Hebc^beam, feHowiiig the ^diy advice of a 
weak woflHm, and Cardinal Granval the Pipe's cnoatare;, telliog iHm 
Kingj thut his. lather had ^dkastieed the people with whins, hut tlie 
son ought to whip them with scorpions, and therefore mew cmdea* 
FOiired t0 bring in the inqiiisition, and the Aew bkfao^ which w^re 
the oocaami of all these commatioas. Aad as to his taking aram 
^against his sovereign, heahewedi, &at Henry Bastard, SKf iCastik^ 
the Ki»g*s great graad&ther, had wiili ids own hands alain the ICiag 
Dm Pedro the cruel, his lawfiil faretber, and possessed his Isangdeoi, 
whose saco^sor £tng Pbi% was, aad asjoyed k ta Has day. Ami 
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that there was a reciprocal bond between a Prince and a subject, 
and if the Prince infringes his oath, the subject is freed from bis 
allegiance ; that the King of Spain was admitted to be Duke of Bra« 
bant, upon certain conditions, which he bad sworn to maintain, and 
vet had notoriously violated ; and if the nobility did not endeavour 
oy arms (since no other means was to be found) to preserve and 
defend their liberties, they ought to be accounted guilty of perjury, 
treachery, and rebellion to the states of the country. And whereas, 
the King had oflTered money to take away his life, he did not doubt 
of God^ protection, yet certainly he could never be accounted a 
gentleman by persons of honour, who would be so wicked and in* 
limous to muraer a man for money, except they were such Spaniards!, 
who being descended from the Moors and Jews, might retain that 
quality from their ancestors, who oflTered money to J udas to betray 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ into their hands, that they might 
crucify him." 

The Prince concluded his apology by telling the States General, 
^^ That since their peace and <|uiet seemed to depend upon his death, 
he was willing to Jay down his life to free them from the calamities 
under which they suflTered, having already for their sakes iost^his 
estate, his brethren : yea, and his own son, and that his head, over 
which no Prince or potentate on earth had any power, was yet at 
their command, and that he would be a willing sacrifice to procure 
their tranquiUitjr ; but if they thought fit still to use his service, he 
would employ his life, council, ana all he had in the world, for the 
defence and preservation of the Netherlands." 

In answer to this the states declare, that they are fully satisfied 
that the crimes and slanders charged upon the Prince, are altogether 
fisdse and malicious, and that all the honours that had been conferred 
on him, were so far from being sought for or desired by him, that he 
only accepted them at their earnest request and entreaty, with the 
full consent, and by the free election of the country, and therefore 
they humbly entreated him still to continue his administration, and 
likewise to accept of a guard for his person against any villainous 
attempts upon his life. 

. The States General of the united provinces perceiving, that, not- 
withstanding the intercession both of the Emperor, the French King, 
the Queen of England, and other Princes and states of Christendom 
to King Philip, on their behalf, yet, he still continued obstinately 
resolved to yield to nothing but what might reduce their country ab'^ 
solutely to popery and slavery ; thereupon, in 1581, they published 
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an edict of renunciation against him, wherein they declare, ^^ That 
it being acknowledged by all mankind that a Prince is ordained of 
God to preserve his subjects from all injuries and violence, even as 
a shepherd defends his sheep, and that the people were nev^r created 
to be bondmen and slaves to his will and pleasure, whether his 
commands are right or wrong, but that he is advanced to that dig- 
nity to govern them by equity and reason, and to cherish them as a 
father doth his children, even wijth the peril of his life. If a King, 
therefore, &il herein, and insteaJl of protecting his subjects sliall 
strive to destroy them and deprive them of their ancient laws and 
> privileges, and endeavour to make them bond slaves, his subjects 
are thereupon discharged from all subjection to such a Sovereign, 
and 'are to reckon and Esteem him a tyrant, and that he is abso- 
lutely fallen from his former dignity and sovereignty ; and the estates 
of the country may lawfully and freely abandon him, and elect 
cmother Prince to protect and defend them in his place : especially 
when his subjects, neither by prayers nor petitions, can mollify his 
heart, nor divert him from his tyrannical and arbitrary courses, 
since they have then no other way to preserve their ancient liber- 
ties, lives, wives, children and estates; which, according to the 
laws of God and nature, they are bound to defend, and wnich hath 
been practised in divers countries, especially in those where the 
Kin^ was obliged, by oath, to govern according to law, and was 
admitted to the sovereignty upon certain conaitions and speicial 
contracts. 

*V Now it being apparent to all the world that Philip King of 
Spain, giving ear to certaip wicked counsellors, hath, in every par- 
ticular, broken all the oaths and obligations which he had entered 
into for the defence of those provinces, and hath determined to en- 
slave, ruin, and destroy them, and all their interest therein, Sec. 
We, the States General, being pressed by extreme necessities, dp, 
by a general resolution and consent, declare the King of Spain to 
be faUen from the government, dominion and jurisdiction of these 
countries, and we are resolved never hereafter to acknowledge him. 
for our Prince and Sovereign Lord, but do hereby declare ourselves 
and all the inhabitants of tiiese provinces, to be for ever discharged 
from all manner of oaths and allegiance to the said. King, &c. In 
witness whereof, we have caused our seals to be hereunto annexed, 
July 26, 13S1." 

The Duke of Anjou having been in England to make a visit to 
:Queeu Elizabeth, returned again to Antwerp, after three months 
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tplendid enterteiBm^nt in the English court; tlie Qaeen, at his de* 
partiire, earnestly recommending to him to govern the people witli 
mildness and to endeavour to gain their affections, which would be 
the most durable feiiodation tliat he could lay for the security of bia 
government. The Duke was received at Antweqp with all .kind of 
magnificence, being made Duke of Brabant with much sofennit;^^ . 
and having taken aa oath to protect and defend them in alL their 
rights : afterward the liability and gentry swore allegiance to him a$ 
t^r Prince and governor. 

Soon after a plot was laid to kill the PrJnee of Orange, whieh 
was thi^ managed ; Gaspar de Aaastro, a Spanish merchant lining 
in Antwerp, finding his affairs in a very low condition, by reason m 
the many debts he had contracted and was not able to say, hm 
bethought himself of the great reward promised by ibe King of 
Spain to the murderers of the Prince of Orange ; and being greedjr 
of this prey, which he thought might again retrieve his credit, ha 
aonsulted with the governor of Gravelin how to put this fa<^ in exe- 
cutfon,aod at lengu concluded to employ a wicked boy he had oallel 
Joanille to perpetrate it, who no sooner was acquainted with it bat 
he readily undertook it. The day appointed for this execrable dee4 
was on a Sunday, when the Duke of Anjou making a gnsat feast, the 
Prttice of Orange was present. The boy accordingly came to the 
house, where he was confessed by a jacobin fiiar, and prbmiaed 
the pardon of all his sins; the priest Ukewise delutting him, and 
saying that he should go invisible, having given him some charae* 
lers in papers, with G^s' bones and otter tn£es, that were found 
in his picket. Being thus strengthened in his resdutioa he dnmk a 
glass or two of wine, and the ghostly lather having ^iven him his 
blessing at the atairs' foot^ left him. Joanille wefit into the rooj^ 
where the Prince and several Lords were at tfinner, dad like a 
Frenchman, and was thought a servant to one of the French noble- 
men; he endeavoured to come near the Prince, having cbai^d hia 
pistol with two bullets, designiiig to dboot him behiM, as Se had 
been instructed, but was still hindered. The iVince, having dined, 
went toward his withdrawittt^room, shewing fay the way to a m^ 
iAewMk the cruelties of the Spaniards in the Netherfaadb, wroa^ut 
in tapestry, when tiie murderer^ havin^^plwed hiaraelf in a wiiidow 
af the hall, disdiarged his pistol agamst the hinder part of bis 
head, but the Prince turning his face at the same instant, the 
bulkt catered in at the throat, it being so near that the £re entered 
wkh die wound, burning Us raff and his beard, johI hreakiag one 
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bf his teeth, the boUet coming out of the left cheek, near the nose^ 
without hurting his tongue. This ^efrible blow being given, all 
jHreeent were amazed, and one of the halberdiers in a rage thrust 
the villain throuffh, and a pase presently after dispatched him* The 
boy^was quickly icnown to bdlong to Anastro, who was imprisoned, 
toj^ether with the monk ; the first was released, but the friar, U^ 
gether with the carcass of the murderer, were both hanged and 
afterward quartered. The Prince's wound was somewhat dangerous, 
for the bleeding of the jugular vein could by no art nor means be 
stopped, till they contrived^ that for nine days together several per<- 
sons appointed should hold their thumbs upon the wound night and 
day, so that at length it closed and the danger was over. At first 
the Frendi were thought to have committed the ikct,^ but the Prince 
of Orange, though weak, writing in his own hands to the magis* 
trates of Antwerp to let theftn know it was a Spaniard, they at 
length were satisfied. The grief of that great city was extraor* 
di^uy upon the Prince's bein^ wounded, the magistrates oommfuidiug 
fiitts to be kept to pray for his recovery, and theirjoy was as greiat 
when they heard he was out of danger. The Prince of Paraia^ 
governor of the Spanish Netherlands, concluded he was dead, ami 
sent mjld letters to several cities to surrender to him. 

After this the Dukeof Anjou, envying the power of the Prince 
of Orange, which he thought eclipsed his own, and not enduring to 
be a Sovereign onl}r in name, with such a limited authority, by the 
advice of some of his young counsellors, he resolved to seiae upon 
the principal places in the rf etfaerlands ; that is, Antwerp, Bruges, 
Dunkirk and Dendermond, upon pretence that the people of Ant- 
werp had encompassed his palace with design to murder him. The 
two last he took possession of, but the citizens of Bruges and Ant- 
werp defended themselves with so much courage, that the French 
were killed in. such heaps before the gates, as i)revented those with- 
out from entering in to their relief. The Flemings ^ad some suspi- 
cions the Prince was concerned in the attempt, ^hich was somewhat 
occasioned by his fourth marriage with Lovise de Cologny, a 
French Jady ; but he perceiving it, and that the States party grew 
•veiy dhay weaker in the Walk^m provinces, retired into Holknd, 
where he thought himself more secure, ami his Me less exposed to 
the bigortted Papists, and Settled at the city of Delph, wliere Henry 
Frederick, grandfather to our present Gracious Sovereign, was bom. 

The Duke ^Anjou'« party beifig^ defeated, he wasoMiged to 
restore ^lose places of wfiidi he had made himself-master ; and, re- 
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turning into France, died soon after, some say of poison, others of 
mere vexation for this inglorious enterprize. 

The Spaniards thinking they had no greater enemy in the world 
than the Prince of Orange, and that he being gone they should at- 
tain their full purposes for enslaving the Netherlands, they used all 
manner of b$se and treacherous {practices to murder and destroy 
him, which they too successfully effected in the manner following. 
In May, 1584, a young man, of about twenty-seven, coming to the 
Prince's court at Delpn, delivered him a letter as he passeaalong ; 
the Prince demanding whenc;e it came, the youth, berog of a seem- 
ing innocent countenance, replied, that it was his own letter, and 
contained matter of concernment for the sei&vice of the country; 
it was subscribed Francis Guyon. The Prince went away, and the 
next day the fellow desiring a counsellor of the Prince's that he 
might be heard and receive an answer of his letter, and that he had 
several other things of importance to discoverboth concerning the 
country and religion. The Prince having notice of it, commanded 
one or his council to examine him, to whom he gave a large ac- 
count of his pretended adventures, and that he had procured several 
blanks (whicn he produced) with Count Mansfieldt's seal, which 
were given him for the use of passports for victuallers^* but might be 

, serviceable to the Prince upon ether occasions. The Prince reco- 
vered the blank passports, intending to try-some experiment with 
them, and by this me&ns he became so fiimiliar at court, that the 
Prince, some davs after, having an account of the death of the 
Duke of Anjou, he sent for this villain into his chamber, to inquire 
something of him, while he was in' bed, and the wretch afterwards 
confessed in prison, that if lie had then had a dagger or penknife 
he would have certainly slain him then. After this he came con- 
stantly to' prayers and sermons, and was observed to read Du Bar- 
ta's' works, particularly the 'History of Judith and Holofernes, 
where there are certain persuasions and encouragements to cut off 
tyrants; sometimes he borrowed a bible of the porter upon pretence 
of religion, so that at length he went about the court without suspi- 
cion. Awhile after the Prince ordered him to be sent to Count 
Biron into France, to try if he could make, any advantage of the 

. passports, upon which he desired money to buy shoes and stock- 
ings, being m an ill condition. The Prince ordered him ten or 
twelve crowns. . Next day he bought a pistol of one of the guard, 
but finding it did not shoot true, he bought two more, which were 
according to his mind. After this he watched when the Prince went 
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down to the hall to dinner, and demanded a passport of him, but in 
such a hollow and confused voice that the Princess asked what he 
was, for she did not like his countenance: the Prince told her his 
business. After dinner, the Prince goinff out of the hall, the villain 
stood behind a pillar in the gallery, witn his cloak on one shoulder, 
having two pistols under his left arm, holding in his right hand a 

Kper like a passport, as if to have the Prince sign it As the 
ince passed along, having one foot upon the first step of the 
stairs, tne traitor, advancing, drew forth one of his pistols so sud- 
denly, that he^as not perceived till the blow was given : the three 
bullets, wherewith the pistol was charged, entering in at his left 
side and coming out of the right, through the stomach and vital 
parts. The Prince, feeling himself hurt, said only thus : ^^ O, my 
God, take pity of my soul, J am sore wounded : my God, take 
pity of my soul and of this poor people ;" after which he began to 
stagger, but his gentleman usher supported him, and set him upon 
the stairs. The Countess of Swartzenbur^, his sister, asked him if he 
did not recommend his soul to Jesus Christ? he answered ^< Yes," 
and never spoke a word more, dying in a few minutes, after. The 
murderer endeavoured to escape, but bein^ taken and told he was a 
wicked traitor to endeavour to kill the Prince, ^' 1 am ho traitor," 
said he, ^^ but have done what the King of Spain commanded me, 
and if I have not slain him cursed be my ill fortune." After this 
he freely confessed the whole matter,, and that he had.dpne it by the 
instigation of the Jesuits and the encouragement of the Prince of 
Parma, who assured him of the reward promised to the assassinate 
by the King of Spain. 

. For this horrid crime a particular and tremendous sentence was 
pronounced against him by the judges, ^' That Baltazar Grerrard 
(which he confessed was his true name) should. be laid upon a 
scaffold in the market-place of Delft, to have his right hand, where-t 
with he committed that execrable deed, torn with two burning hot 

funcers, and the like to be done in six several parts of his body, as 
lis arms, thighs, and several other fleshy parts ; his privy members 
to be cut off, and he .to be quartered alive; to have his heart plucked 
out and thrown in his face; and, lastly, his head to be cut off, and 
to be set upon a pole upon the watch tower behind the Prince's 
lodgings; his four quarters to be hanged upon gibbets upon the 
four bulwarks of the town." This sentence, said tiie judges, ^we 
think fit to pronounce against this wicked murderer, for having (to 
the great grief and sorrow of all good men) committed a most ex* 

J) 
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eenUeerkieattdaiMMDiiiabfetraMon nofii the {lersoa of 90 ihioem 
and renowned m Vmffe f|t the Prince of Orange was, for winch he 
ooffhi in no wise to remain mipimishfd, but rather, with all rigomr 
ana severity, to be made an example to fntare ages. 

HaTing notice Hf hie death, he was at first aatoni^faed, cursing 
the hour of his birth, and wishing he had nerer leoraed tte widiM 
principles of the Jesuits at Dole, but had been still a mean trades- 
man, and not fallen into this feUy ; bat since jt is done, said he, 
there is no remedy, and I must now suffer for it. This dreadful 
sentence waA fully executed ; and yet, in all his torments, he never 
cried out, nor seemed to be in any puin^ yea, smiled at an accidmt 
that happened in the midst of his tortures, havii^ often boasted 
that he would niot diew the least sign of fear* 

Thus died the renowned William, Prince of drange,. at fifty-iene 
years of age. He was of an active spirit and a sbrong meaiory, and 
his wisdom, ccoislancy, magnanimity, his coarage, patience, and 
labours, were all so extrao^Unary, that tisej are rather to be ad^ 
mired tfian describe^; a person, in whom concurred a solid jitdg-' 
ment to unddrtake so great and difficult' an enterprise, and an nn^* 
rallded courage to carry it on, and a yery great coiKtancy to finish 
the fireedom of his country, against the mighty power of Spain and 
the treaderies of many of his own countrymen ; so that the states 
and people of the Netherlands, who had so often experienced his 
conduct an^ magnanimity in their most pressing extremities, ad- 
mired his vnrtues, which scarce ever before met in one person, be- 
wailing him as if no greater loss could have befidlen tnem in this 
world, and solemnized his funeral with all imaginable magnificence, 
that being the last honour they could pay to his glorious memory. 
He had four wives, by whom he had four sons and eight daughters. 

Philip William of Nassau, was eldest son tp the great William, 
Prince of Orange, Philip IL King of Spain, being his go^tther, 
who, when his lither. was compelled to take arms in his own de- 
fmice, was a student at the university of Lovain, and was taken 
tlMwce by force, to the infringement of the IRierties of the place, not* 
wiAistaadtii|; aU the protestations of the rector to the contrary, and 
the complMntfl of the Prince his fiither, who pobliclj exclaimed 
aninst the cruelty ef the Spaniards, since no inrivde|;e nor innocence 
clage could secnre any from their tyiraany and injustice. He was car* 
lied from thenee into Spain, at thirteen y^irs of age, and educated 
Ml the Roman Cathidie r^igioa, where he continued a prisoner 
above tfiarty ftmm^ ^'■nng wmdi'-his jailor, presuming to qpeakabur 
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AvAyot the yFOceefliiigs of hts fiitker> tiie Pffiaoe^ wlio. iahf oited 
bis gallant temper, hot eodttciBg his iMoleiUk dkeovraf^ tMli bin 
louBd the middle^ and throwing hu» euief the vindoiK, broke }m 
neck. The King of Spain cenaulted with Ua ownciL mba^ punisk- 
Bl^nt to in^flict for.thia great a€tio»;, bat, at leagth^ by the iater^ 

n*Bg of a^ geaerotts youiis Spaajardi who ara» iweseat^ and aft^ 
ed tbat^he captain's iUeenduci was the jaccaaiao of bis deathi^ 
it was passed ovefi 

Bat at length, in hope to ereat^iflome jeahMtsiea betweea hint bne^ 
their Mauf ice and himseU^ Kioa Phyifi neleaaed biaa and aent biaa 
into Fkadarg, where be lived i» great slid^eiwitiii the Spaaiflb.go-* 
v^nor edr the Netbet lands^ ^ Brassela;^ aad waa ea tp fa y e d by wat 
Kiag to eonduet into ibe Njetherbads biia baide waA speaae ttiat waa 
to be, the infanta Isabf^lft} towboai King PhUia ba^ginenifkdow^iTi 
' tbeeore«ei|pty af the seveateea previnais^ Tiia waa a. yeay^ aato* 
nisUag po^ to all the NetherlaBda^ that the aeai. o£ a Prinae^ wiio^ 
was so abhmred by the Spaainrda,, abmU be chinaaniftg thiaboiie«r-> 
aUe employasent^ and cai^ed&aack at^jaakmr ia« the atote^^of Haa 
United' rrovmcea towaffdahiatvithe^Kiafef %Mtn.ba?9ng liheiariaa 
restored to hian aU hja estate i» the £planiab Lew Coairisias aadi 
the Frendbi CrailM^> that they weiiU Mi aHow Um to aciahe aw^ 
Tisit^ Wttchlesato raddb in aay ef their paeKinees^ titou^ hei waa 
veiy desiroua so to dor and* though bia^ younger baother, Siiaaii 
Maaric»^ eat of Ids generena taaipev^ ronMndam np^ aU the gaea* 
estate tibat belonged to PhiUf^ hia ddea htoA&tf. as. Breda^ aoA 
elher* pkiaBs, ye^ tft pre^ireiU mm batng stttpeetedf 1^ tho States (3im^ 
Beval,, be decmaedaeeing biai. in eerseny leadfecing hi^fespeete to 
him coaaiantly bjr persons, (kputad thaaeiMite* He aMrrtod te Eiab* 
nor» Biattrboo, aiflter toi Ae» Pukicsaf ef Caside, aod^ by aratebiMi. wsds 
a Prin<;e6s of tbe> blood, he< was cdnstaisd in. bis. paiaaipaiify of 
Orange, and died, without children, at Brussels, 'm^ MBS^ h^mvioff 
hi4 iimeritanee anditalle to hie brethoF.. 

Mauriee^efNliasau^Peiaae^OnMige^ sii^oesaoat0»hia iitbec, beda 
ufooadttct^ ooanw^and ancoess^ whe^ bGbgbiitsew0taen«yeiini«lA 
at the death of hja.fialhei^.«iaa y^ aalledtle the jpirernBaen^^ anckiiwa 
no wi^s^dieconraged at Ae grwit aacMwes ef iiexaiidar ElpAha^ 
Duhe of Patma, who^in ai very: abort time^ badaedhiordaeiifenil citanr 
andtowas to thie caowsnof Spaing nenwithi Ae iasideiiae ofithe EttU 
oi^ Leiosster, who,, at the desine of the Statos Creaesal^ was sent hlf 
Qnee» Elizabeth, to be their gofrmnois^ theagh^ by^his inauppeit^ 
able pride and andiilioB> be* more eadaapydt the.SiOMr €QiiiiiaiaBii, 

D g 
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tbaii the succours he bUDUffht relieved them, ao that for four years 
together, that 'commonwealth laboured under dreadful convuhionp^ 
occasioned by the intrigues of the Earl of Leicester and the policies 
of the Spaniards^ till at length, by the fortunate and total aestruc** 
tion of the nick-named invincible Spanish armada, designed to have 
devoured all England, the Prince of Parma lost all his reputation 
at once : Prince Maurice, about the same time, obliging him, to his 
everlasting shame, to rise and run away from the siege of Bergen 
ap Zoom, and for twenty years after, even till the time of the 
truce, fortune was so favourable tathe Prince, that victory^ seemed^ 
to attend him, insomuch that lie recovered near forty cities and 
many more fortresses, and in three pitched battles defeated the forces 
of llie King of Spain, besides the victories his admirals obtained at 
sea upota the coasts of Flanders and Spain. The stratagem by 
which he surprized Breda was very remarkable, for the safrison of 
that town being Italians, and greedy of fuel in that cold country, 
they very readily assisted the boatman to draw his bark of turfs over 
the ice within the castle walls, under which the Prince had laid 
several armed soldiers, who, suddenly starting up, surprized, and 
soon seized the guards, taking possession of the castle, with the 
loss only of one man, though it were an action of such danger and 
importance. Sodn after the town of Gertrudenbur^ was surrendered 
to the Prince in view of the Spanish army, consisting of thirty thou- 
sand men, commanded by Count Mansfield, an experiencedf ^ene« 
ral, who could not force the Prince out of his trenches, thou^ he 
daily provoked him, so that Prince Maurice, having sent a trum- 
peter to the Count, he asked him how his master, being a young 
and fiery Prince, could contain himself within his trenches, after * 
such &ir provocations* The trumpeter replied, that the Prince of 
Nassau was a young Prince, but as old and experienced a general 
as bis excellency. 

The next vear, the Prince took Groning, the capital city of that 
province: also Rhineburg, Meurs, and Urave, and sained great 
reputation by the defence of Ostend ; for the Spaniards having made 
themselves masters of it, after a siege of three years, with the loss, of 
sixty thousand men, and the expense of above a hundred millions of 
treasure, they were possessed of nothing but a heap of ruins, more 
like a burying-place than a city; and the Prince soon after gained 
Since, a place offer greater importance. And at the battle of New- 
port he bad such great success against far more numerous forces than 
his own^ that the Archduke An)ert, with several other persons of 
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<}ua)ity were wounded ; all the Spaniards' cannon, with above one 
liundred. cornets and ensigns falling into the victor's hands, with the 
slaughter of six thousand of the enemy upon the place ; the Prince 
having before the ii^ht sent away all the ships that transported his 
men into Flanders, telling thero,4hat now there was no way to escape, 
but they must either march over the belliei$ of their enemies, or else 
drink salt water. After several other successes against the Prince of 
Parma, and other Spanish generals, whereby be raised up the sink- 
ing republic of the united Netherlands, he died in 1625. He was 
never married, and left his titles and large possessions to his younger 
brother, Henry Frederick of Nassau, Prince of Orange, who was 
third son to the renowned William, Prince of Orange ; he was bom 
in 1584, and was an excellent general, not in the least degenerating 
from the courage and gallantry of that heroic femily, being every 
way equal in iame to his brother, Prince Maurice, taking the famous 
cities of Odou^el and GroU,' in despite' of the Spanish general, who, 
with a numerous army, was not able to relieve it ; nor was he less 
sutcessful at sea, his Vice-admiral Hein taking a fleet of the Spaniards 
near Cuba^ in the West Indies, valued at above twenty millions. 
After this, he took Bois leDuc, which had withstood all the attempts 
of his brother Maurice, and would not be. drawn away till he had 
reduced it, though Count Henry of Bergnes, the Spanish general, 
made an incursion into the province of Utrecht, to divert him ; and 
afterward happily surprizea the city of Wessel, where the maga* 
tine of provisions, and all the great artillery of the Spanish army 
were laid up. 

About this time. Count John of Nassau,- his kinsman, upon some* ' 
discontent revolting to the Spaniards, was defeated by one of the 
Prince's captains near the Rhine, in the open field, with half his 
number of men, himself being carried prisoner to Wessel, from ^ 
whence he could not he redeemed without the payment of eighteen 
thousand rix dollars.; to revenue which dishonour. Count John^ 
when at libertp^, endeavoured with a strong navy of ships to seize 
the town of.WiUiamstadt, but was totally defeated by the Holland-* 
ers, and four thousand prisoners taken, and the rest either killed or 
drowned; he himiself and the Prince of Brabancon hardly escaping. 
. The States General to testify their gratitude to Henry, Prince of 
OriEmge', for the great services ne had performed, about this time by 
a public edict declared, that all the dignities, honours, and employ- 
ments, which he then enjoyed, shall descend to his eldest son. Prince 
William ; the instruments whereof being drawn up and sealed by 
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tibft 8lftte% were presented Iq the young Prinee in a box of golil. 
After tki^ Prinoe Henry costtiDued still more successful, taking t^ 
tomftof kureioondt Yeiilo aikd Strall; and lastly, undertakii^ the 
•iegiB of IMMstcbht, where he suvrounded his trenches with such 
ttmg cir9iHivalhtipn«, that both the Spanish and German fbrcea 
w«ie ob%ed to Bwrch away with dislionour, and leave him the 
.hoBomr of redacing so iniportant a place. 

IMverB other proq^eroiia atten^ts he made,, at his retaking (^ 
tint of Skiok Seane, and renwng the eastle a^nd city of fiSeda^ 
whJahthe Mar^jjuafin Spiodt fead been e* whole yeer ia takjipg, with 
ipit hm aod expense, and yet the Peioee opw redii^ed it„ to lib 
kmmchal hanoM^ iu four moothp^ aDd anawerabW was his fortwe 
•t an^ where MnBod Troppj MUBg upon 9, 9timerooa fl?et of tha 
^Nuuafds in Ae Downs, of aikty •sei^en m^ of war, destcoyed tfan 
I^TOtttest paft of them to the nvmbfc oF forty ships sunk, whereiA 
above teros. thoomid men were lost, tnd two thou3aiid canned prif« 
aoneta>i«bo HoUaad) anoagttt whom wed th^ Qfveat giaUioR of PoHup 
.gal, eaiM Mnna Theceaa^ carrying ejghfc buiwlredi mmh whereofmNl 
oneesokped. 

bk ySAly Prance William, only son of the Pvini^ of. Or%9g% 
married the Princeas Mary, eldest dajughler to King GI|iu*Ie8 I. and 
goon after, Pkipce Henry gained the strong fort of Hulst, in' Vh^^ 
deis, which Ae SjpaQimxU were not e^ld^ i» relieve. Tbu^ it qisiy bff 
cdMimred, thai; mlliam,. Prince of Qraofley laid; ths fiMuidMiq!!a& ^ 
t|w commoBw'eallli of HoUaod; Prince iMaurio^ Im aen» ^xj^ a^d 
strengthened them bj his victories, and Henry Frederick, Ijie youii|^ 
hroAeis by cootiimihiB hi^conqnesle andl eoiengin^ their tei^iti^ries, 
jit length compellftd 9ie Spaniard. t^renounoe hm p^teiuJadi rjfrhi 
over (hem, ana toiadEiipwkd)eo them, ail iiMiependeat stete, treftMiig 
with. i\^Bmt bjr^ the title of tjie high and wghty $t<aite9i Generd}' qSi the 
mited provmeas : so that by tm swofid^ of the? iUusti^ioM9> House: ^ 
Orange^ thk potenh republic was fivist founded,, whicbi is. now am^ijvedr 
to thatgrnrndi^ur asrtoaend^ ambasaadc^a upon equaM^eiMn^ with tjb# 
most potent Prinoesiof Clhri&tendom>.exien to the j^iog of Spftiii! hilii!^ 
sel^ whose aubjoelB the^ wen9> not abomi one^ hundreds yeim^ wd» 
whoso vevojt hud provad a great' advantafto to tSat crown^ ti^f. 
having beeii so many yeam a barriec to. t£e Spftui^h Netheriioiids 
' aiiiat the* excessive powev apd ambitioiib of Fnuiee^ whidi, witibDnt 

^ir assistance had. hpiig simie swallowed theip.up> 

Prince Henvy marriM the daughtes of Joha Albert^ QiuHt of 
iplms^ who eanaa with the Queen of Bohemia inhd HoUmd : % lady 



doti ftUd four duughli&fd ; fb^ eld^t^ nani^d Lorh^n-, Waft WMieA 
to Fr^etick WiUi&m, Vrini^.Ete^iat of BtHli^eRbtifg) fiiy WIkHII te 
had several children ; the second, Hidiil*ref^^ Wlis fnaitiM to ttM» 
Count Of Nassafi ; th^ thirds Cathefitn^ Wftd espoa^M t<» Jthn 
G«or^e, Diik^ of Anhalt: the ftmtth ^i^ Hiiafried to the Dalt^tlf 
Simerbn; Prince Wtnty Ai^d Mltfeh IS, 1647, ktid Wa^ sucteedi^ 
^ WilHam of Nasiaaa, Priace of O^iigte^j who was bom ih 1086 \ ^ 
Priaeo of worthy faop^6 aad courage, but was stiddetdy taken away 
by death in the twetitj-fotirth year Of his age : havi^ been InarriM 
niMyears t6 the Priftc^ss Mary, daughter to Kitig Ghartes I. by Whdtb 
he htid Prince William Heni^', who was born rfovember 4, 1650; 
aotte fcw ^ays after his Other's death, th^ Lords States General ti 
AoUknd and Zealand, and of th^ cities of Deift, L^t^n iind AnM<^ 
dam being his godfbthers. 

WILLIAM HENRY OF NASSAU, PRINCE Ot OftANQR 

This exeellent Prinze, onr present gracious Soten^i^, h eadarhfA 

with all the noble and virtaous qualities of hi« toibestors of thi^ 

illustrious House of Orange, which seemed designed by hearM ttl 
^ .^. _......__ ....^P^ ..^ .*^.^^^^ _?., ^ ^^^ hIsMk- 

Uiiih^ns, knd 
c, a9 W^ell Hi 

the delivieirer of thiese three kingdoms from the utmost danger of 
bopery and slavery; this excellent Prince suffered m^nry anrontti 
oy BameTel's party, revived in the persons of the Do Witt*s, eit-« 
|>ecting with inimitable patiencey the advancement to fhoi$e honouM 
and dignities which of right belonged to his fahiily, and whiikh, by 
the decree of a prevailing faction, he waa deprived of presently 
ajfter the death of his ikther. 

But Kinji; Lewis, his inveterate enemy, did, aecldentally, f6^ 
mueh dDutnbute to his exaltation ; for, having in Iffft like a rclpm 
ton^nt over«^un the flourishing: BataVian ne/public, h^ f hei^y Mv6 
oppcMunity to the Prine<!f to disi^ver to the Itorld the tspitit bf htk 
^ffiie^ors, in recovering the trnlt^d protince^ fhim fh^ i^in i^ith 
Memed to attend th6m by th6 mete^ of that King, efen h^fttttd Mi 
liop^s, nay, alttost his wiah«s : whidi put that §e6ple into i^iidh a 
<kmsterttafion, as oeeasioned tftem to oomfpkm 6T th^ tnihapp^ ^n- 
^ttet of CorheSus and John De Witt, who Md flMin tu£ tote fiiattag^ 
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ment of all affairs, and to believe that none but the glorious House, 
of Nassau was capable to support their tottering state in this age 
against their potent French enemies, as they had formerly rescued - 
them from the tyranny of Spain. 

Neither was the grandmother of the Prince wanting to engage the 
fevourers of that family to endeavour to remove that eclipse, under 
which it had so long suffered, which her Highness managed with a 
courage and magnanimitv above her sex, so that, being awakened 
by her remonstrances, they began to consider how they themselves 
had of late been slighted and neglected, whilst all the great employ- 
ments of the commonwealth were bestowed upon the sons of burgo- 
masters, and being seconded by the rage of the commonalty, who were 
dreadfully terrifi^ to see a victorious army in the very bowels of their 
country, they, obliged the States General, in the beginning of 1672j^ 
to depute Monsieur Beveming, John De Witt, and Jasper Fagel, to 
invest his Highness the Prince of Orange in the dignities belonging 
to his ancestors, of captain, and admiral-genejral of the united pro- 
vinces, who, having accepted the same, and taken his oath, pre- 
sently went upon action against the French; but the province of 
Holland still suspected the fidelity of their magistrates, seeing their 
frontier towns and garrisons fall daily into the hands of their vic- 
torious enemies, and at Dort they raised a dangerous mutiny, and 
resolved that his Highness the Prince of Orange should be advanced 
to the stadtholdership also, as judging it al^olutely necessary for 
the public good; upon which, an act was instantly drawn up, and 
read in the public hall by the secretary, wherein the magistrates 
declared his Highness the Prince of Orange, stadtholder, captain, 
and admiral-general of all th^ir forces by sea and land, with the 
same power and authority that his ancestors of glorious memory had 
formerly enjoyed'; whicn occasioned great rejoicing in that city. 

But Cornelius de Witt, an ancient burgomaster of the town, re- * 
turning at the same time iuidisposed from the fleet, and being de- 
sired to sign the act, replied, ^^ He would never doit;"' nor could 
all the persuasions of his friends, nor the menaces of the multitude, 
who were ready to break into his house, nor the tears of his wife, 
who was sensible of his danger, prevail upon his obstinate temper, 
till she threatened to shew herself to the people and declare her own 
and children's innocency, and abandon him to the fury of the ungo- 
yerned populace, which soon after occasioned his tragical death ; for 
they being AiUy persuaded that he and his brother John were real 
jenemies to tte Prince, and a certain surgeon having charged Cor« 
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melius that he had made a private proposal to him to take awaj his 
Highnesses life, he was thereupon imprisoned, and, upon trial, w&s 
sentenced to forfeit all .his dignities and employments, and to.be 
for ever banished out of the territories of Holland and West Frieze- 
land. 

llie people, who accounted the Prince to be their protector and de- 
liverer, believed his judges to be partial in punishing so great a crime 
with so easj a judgment, and the trained bands at the Hague being in 
arras, they presently ran to the prison, where, while they were got to« 
gether. it happened that John De Witt came in his coadi to fetch his 
brother out of prison : upon which, one of the buiigesses cried out^ 
^< Now the two traitors are got together, and it is our feult if thfy 
escape us." This had been enough to inflame ike multitude, but 
a gnsater motive happened : for while they were all expecting the 
cominff down of the two De Witts, an unmippy report was raised, 
that above a thousand peasants and fishermen were upon their march 
to plunder the Hague, upon which, another burgher cried out, ^< Come, 
gentlemen, let us pull thef e traitors out bv ^e ears, do but follow 
me, and I will lead the way." These y^oras, with their great affec- 
tion to their Prince, and the ruin of their country, to both which, 
they accounted the De Witts to be the greatest enemies, completed 
their rage, so that they immediately broke open the jnrison doors, 
and forced down the two brotherdanto the street, where they were 
soon didpatched bythe multitude, who after they had laid the pen- 
sionary John De Witt sprawling on the ground, cried out, ^^ See 
there the traitor that has betrayed his country." Thus fell John, 
and Cornelius De Witt, two violent enemies to the House of Orange. 
It is said, that John was the contriver of those acts, whereby his 
Highness was secluded from all the great employments which were 
due to him from his predecessors, and that a certain ambassador 
being in private discourse with him, said, ^^Most illustrious sir, I 
liave heard much of your singular prudence, and unwearied dili- 
gence, but far less than what I now observe; from whence, 1 dare. 
ilssuredly pronounce, that either 3'ou will be the ruin of the Prince, 
or else, that one day for his sake, you will come to d^truetion." Jt 
is likewise reported, that when he was a youth of about eighteen 

J ears old, a certain advocate being desired i>y his fiiiher to examine 
im, gave this account of him : << That he found in him those great 
parts, and that ripeness of wit, which was rarely to be seen in 
others;, and afterwards, when he was made pensioner of Holland 
and Oort, the same advocate presaged of him, <<That he woul4 
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sievtr die a natund death.'' <<.T^iis/' with a worthy persotti, ^ eaieA 
one of the greatest lives of any -svbjeet of our tiniesy in the ibrty- 
seventh year of his ase, after having aditiinistered in that st«t« aa 
pensioner of HoUaad tcfc aUout eighteen yeaiis, a4th great honoar to 
nis country and himself. 

it must be rannnrked tfwt the present war with the States General 
was tonnaenoed in concert iietweeq the French King and Charles II. 
til ^ lime of tlie greatest peace and security on the Datcfa side ; so 
iAkty when the English feH upon their Smyrna fleet, no clap of 
Aundeir ia -k ifirasiy morning could be more suiprtsing, both to the 
Jiollanders, and the rest of Ohristendoin : yea, the court of 'France 
itlgyf could scarce believe that we would run so great an adventure, 
ilrt>ugl| our court bad obliged themselves thereto, and though, in 
tiie otedaratiDh of war, which the King published, the Dutch are 
eharged with making abusive pictures, and denying the right of the 
ilag, which was an undoubted prerogative of fbe crown of England; 
yet, the pafiiament and people were of opinion, that this war was 
made in pursuance of the instructions of the French King, sent over 
to DdVer by the Duchess of Orleans; whereby the destruction of 
the commonwealth of Holland is decWed to l>e the only means to 
settle arbitrary government and popery in these three nations. 

Upon ou^ declaration of war, the French King began to maTc|i 
with his vast army into the Netherlands, which he oyer-ran with 
«uch*a rapid motion, that the people were astonished, and the states 
knew* not what course to take to prevent it, which occasioned those 
commotions aforementioned; bnt his Highness the Prince of Orange 
being advanced to the Sladtholdership, the &ce of affairs began to 
alter, and their courage was reviyed. Monsieur Fagel succeeded 
De Witt as pensioner, and the Prince presently resolved to be upon 
action, rejecting all the applications made to him by the two Kings, 
of making him sovereip;n of the provinces, with such disdain and 
greatfaess of soul, as is scarce to be matched, always declaring, 
^ That he would niaver betray a trust that was giv^n him, nor ever 
aell the ibertfes of bis country that his 'aaceslors had so long de- 
fended. 

inpnrsuanoeof this generous resolutron, his liightiess took the 
, wmmand of ihe army upon him, vrho were' more animated at the 
tiibnghts of bemg under Ito conduct of so gallant a general : so that 
at ,fiodegrav«, aliandful^f men twice repulsed above five thousand 
of the French from the walls of Ardenburg; and, besides the slain, 
tooirfiM hwmdired pvisoilen, withaev^ml commanders, and persons 
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of qaality, tbroug^h the extraordinary valour of no more than two 
hundred burffhera and one hundred garrison soldiers, only that they 
were assisted by the women and chtldren, the wom^n filling the 
bandileers, and the children brought bidlets to their pa^^entfs. 

Soon after the sieee of Groningen, whieh had b^n besieged with 
near three thousand men, by the Bishop of M unafter, was, by the 
eourage of the eitisens, raised, with the loss of half the enemy's 
army, and a prodigious quantity of ammunition spent in vain, in 
reducing thereof; to whicn, .hisHighness's eare, in Ibrnishiitg Aem 
with all necessaries for defence, was highly contributing. 

About the same time,, the Prince resolving to didodge the out- 
guards of the French, gave a strong alarm ^ them^^ kttd wiAoiil 
moving from his saddle all night, drove Uletn to meir trenches. 
befcNre Utr^ht, and cmrried several lords prisoners Uf Amsterdam. 
His Highness then resolvedf ^ attempt the reducing of Woerden, 
and, after a bloody and obstinate fight, wherein above two thousand 
of the French were slain, and n^ above seven hand6red of thei 
Dutch. His Highness finding the garrison relieved with siich a 
numerous sUpply, drew off his men, mid retreated to hi9 quarters. 
After which, was held a council of ^ar, of the piincifntl cheers of 
the army, which 6eing ended, a certain .colonel would ne^ds bp 
impertinently inquisitive of the Prince, to know wbai w^s hisjgrea;t 
design against the French at that time; his Highi^ess iem^nmfi of 
him, whether he would discover to any other what he should dpcTare 
to him ? The colonel said, "No, he would not :'' *^ Then,'^ said (he 
Prince, ^^ my tongue is also endued fVom heaven with tl^e same 
gracej" an answer looming the wisdom of a Princie, and the re* 
servedness of a great commander. 

His Highness being with the army at Maestricfat, sent out a party 
to reduce the strong castle of Walcheren, which was soon surren- 
dered with a great quantity of wheat and other provisions. During 
this time, the Duke of Luxemburg, with fourteen thousand horse 
and foot, resolved to invade the province of HoUand, ih hope ta 
. plunder Ley den and the Hague, and marched from Woerden over 
the ice with three thousand five hundred of the lightest of the in- 
fkntty, of which attempt his Highness having notice, raiirched with 
all speed toward the Trench, who, in the mean time had taken 
Swamerdam, and by the retiring of Colonel Paine Yin from his post 
at Niewerbroug, had a free passage opened for dieir retreat, who 
must ^Iso have perished in the waters, or surrendered by reason of 
the sudden thaw; the Duke himself was like to have been lost by 41 
' E 2 "^ 
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fiill into the thawed water, losing in this slippery expedition, abovs 
six hundred of his best soldiers. The French committed horrid 
ravages at Swamerdam, ravishing women, stripping and wounding 
the aged and decrepit, and throwing infants that smiled in their 
faces, into the fire. 

And now the strong city of Coverden, the key of the provinces of 
^riezeland and Groning, which in that fatal year, 1672, fell into 
the hands of the Bishop of Munster, with great loss of men and a 
long siege, was retaken in an hour, and not above sixtj men slain, 
and of the enemy, one hundred and fitly killed, and K>ur hundred 
and^thirty prisoners ; it was furnished by the Bishop with a prodi- 
gious quantity of warlike ammunition. This success hig^hly en- 
couraged the Dutch, and so surprized the enemy, that they instantly 
Siitted several other garrisons, and much advanced the honour of 
e Prince, to whose prudent management of affairs, they attributed 
this happy alteration in the fortune of their country ; which his 
Hiffhness likewise extended to pacify the dissention between the old 
and new magistrates of Friezeland, who acted contrary to each 
other: but upon his Highness appearing in their assembly, all dis- 
cords vanished, and aU things were settled for the defence of the 
Netherlands, by his visiting the frontier fortifications of Flushing, 
Since, Ardenburg, (where the keys of the town were delivered him 
in a silver basin by the young virgins of that city, decked with gar- 
]Uinds of several flowers) and several other strong places. 

In 1673, the Dutch were hotly assailed, on the one side by the 
French King, with a puissant army, while Conde and Luxemburg 
lay at Utrecht with powerful forces, to watch an opportunity to 
invade the very centre of their territories ; and by sea, the King of 
England vigorously attacked them with his own and the French 
fleet, so that the Prince of Oranse was obliged not to stir abroad, 
but to observe their designs, and prevent the threatened descent of 
the English. In May,, die King of France, with an army of forty- 
two thousand men sat down &fore Maestricht, the garrison con- 
sisted of about four thousand foot, and nine hundred horse, under 
Monsieur Fari^ux, a resolute and experienced commander, as ap- 
peared by the fttout jresis'tance he made against this mighty force ; so 
that, though the French gained the pmce, yet it was with such a 
deluge of blood, no less than nine thousand of their bravest soldiers 
being slain in the siege, with an incredible number of his choicest 
officers, that the purcliaLse. was sufficiently dear; and, after three 
weeks valiant defence, with the loss of half the garrison by innume- 
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vable assaults, batteries, and storming of fresh assailants night and 
day. The courageous goveropr would still have held it out, had 
not the petitions of the magistrates and ecclesiastics obliged him to 
surrender, of whose worthy conduct the Prince of Orange was so 
we]i satisfied, that he instantly preferred him to be Major- General 
of the army ; and .the French King was so mortified, tl&at when he 
had taken the town, he broke up his army and returned to Paris, 
sending part of them to Turrenne, to enable him to han^ss the 
country of Treves, because that Elector had assisted the Emperor 
against him. 

^ The French army being thus dispersed, and the English^ fleet, 
since the engagement of May 28 (wherein both sides chimed the 
victory,) bein^ retired from the coast of Holland, his Highness, 
now more at liberty, resolved not to lie still, so that caUing off his 
forces, which lay for the defence of Zealand, to join with the rest 
of the army, he sat down before Naerden with twentjf-five thou- 
sand men, upon which the Duke of Luxemburg, with ten thousand 
and four regiments of Munster horse, advanced within view of the 
Prince's entrenchments, but not daring to attempt the relief of the 
town; the Prince, afler three hours resistance, beat the French ' 
from their works, and forced them to retire in great confusion into 
the city, and the next day they surrendered it up. The garrison 
marching out, the governor made « profound reverence to the 
Prince, ai\d, it is said, assured him, ^' That he had reason suffi- 
cient to surrender the town so soon ;" but it seems the King did 
. not think them so, for he was condemned to perpetual imj^rison- 
ment, and had his sword broken over his head at Utrecht, for the 
garrison consisted of near three thousand men, and wanted neither 
ammunition nor provisions, and the French had much strens^hened 
the fortifications, yet the Prince took it in foor days,, and lost not 
aboye a hundred men, and two hundred woujnded. 

And now his Highness, to avoid so many sieges as the towns they 
had lost would cost to recover, resolved upon a gallant action, the 
boldness of which amazed all men, but the success extolled the pru- 
dence, as well as the bravery of it ; for the King of Spain and the 
Emperor having joined in a confederacy with the States Greneral for 
mutual defence against the French, as the common enemv of both, 
the Prince, that he might perform something remarkable before the 
approaching winter, marched directly, with his army, out of the 
Netherlan£, and joining with the confederates, he resolved to be- 
siege Bonne, which had been put' into the hands of the French the 
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lieginniBg of the vrar, wh^eiti the Elector of Cologne and the Bishop 
of Muittter had entered jointly with France. • It had a ^rrison of 
two thousmd m^i, and was well furnished with aH firoYi»ons, and 
eigbtj great ^ns nionnted on their walls and bulwa»s. The Mar* 
dml de Hnmieresy with seven thousand horse, faced the Leaguer^ 
but durst not venture to succour it ; so that the confederates, having 
finiBhed iheir batteries and brought three mines to perfection, pre- 
pared for a general storm : but willing to save their men, sent a 
summons to the governor to surrender the town, since thej were 
without relief, and, if they pleased, might ^end out some to see 
what mines were ready to play upon their refusal, which would be 
followed fay pufting to the sword all in arms, if taken by storm. 
This ao afirighted them that the next day i^ey capitulated, and 
fifteen hundrm French marched out of the town, tne rest being 
either dead or wounded. 

This sucoessfol expedition of his Highness put the French inta 
such a consternation to see the reverse of their fortune, that they 
who lately, with insulting pride, threatened the ruin of ethers, were 
now at their wit's end to save themselves ; so that, upon tile loss of 
so .many men as had lately died by sickness and the sword, thetr 
were compelled to abandon all their conquests in the Netherlands 
in less time than they gained them, retaining only Maestricht and the 
Grave, of all they latelv possessed belonging to this republic* Woer* 
den was the first that felt their tyranny and was first evacuated, but 
the Duke of Luxemburg extorted sixteen thousand livres of them, 
to save the town from burning, by the King^s order^ Harderwick 

Slid twelve thousand livres; Creveceur three thousand pistoles; 
ommel, a strong fortress, on which the King of France had be* 
stowed sixty thousand livres, gave hostages to pay thirty-six thou* 
sand livres to spane their houses. Utrecht was obliged to give an 
hundred thousand crowns; and the Frendt all departing in one 
day, the^ burgomasters absolved eat^h other from their oaths which 
they bad taken against the restoration of his Highness the Prince of 
Orange, to whom they sent their deputies to acknowledge him tiieir 
Stadtholder, in the name of the whole province of Utrecht. Thus 
hu Highness may, in some sense, seem to have outdobe Csssarhim* 
self, for he vanquidied even wfaa*e he neither saw nor came, but 
only by the terror of his arms and victories. In consideration of 
this han?7 ^^^"^ ^ afiairs, 4>ccasioned by the prudence and conduct 
of his Highness; the States General, in Februaiy following, pub- 
lished a decree to declare their gratitude, confirming tlie charge of 
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Stadtholdet of the province of H«ilaiid and WesI F^^efiehmd m Amb 

nwn of his Hi^neee dartng life, ^nd also' on the heirs maleof Ihb 
yj as a standing monument of bk imrfHissin^ metjfls ; and that 
very day the states of JZealand libe wise conferred the samedHPnilieB 
vpon bis Highness, and made bim withal bo^ditary noble of tiiek 
province. 

In the beginning of ibe year 1674, the parliaineBft and fieofAe ^ 
'England bems weary of the war with Holland, Which was entered 
into witiKmt their consent or liking^ were very desirous of apeae^i 
:»o l^tthe French court jparty, having litUe hope of wheedling the 
House of Gomi^ons to g^tve any moi^e money to carry on their black 
-designs against the religion and liberties of the nation, under the 
pretence of this war, thc;y were obliged to make a separate |>eaee 
with the Dutch, exclusive of the I^ench Kinff, though, to their 
great regret, that they were forced to abandon their dear ally, from 
whom they had drawn such great sums of money fbr secret service^ 
Upon the strength and heart of this peace, his Hi^Hess, the Prince 
of Orange, concerted with the German and Spanish troops to begin 
an offensive war; and, at the head of an army of forty thousand 
men, to march into France. In pursuance hereof, the three armies 
being joined, arrived at Niyelle the beginning of August, 1674, 
where they continued for some days; mit Ending the Prince of 
Cond6, who lay not &lt off, encamped with an army of fifty thou- 
sand, unwilling to come forth and mssard a battle in the open field, 
they endeavoured, by all ways imaginable, to provoke and draw 
him out of his trenches: but all proving ineffectual, they resolved 
to besiege some place of importance, believing that Conde would' 
endeavour to relieve it ; whereupon his Highness marclted from Se* 
neffie toward Brinch^ General Sopches, with the imperial forces, 
» leading the van. Couftt Waldeck commanded the main battle with 
the Holland army, and Count de Monterey the i^ear with the Spa- 
niards; the Prince of Orange commancted the whole confederate 
army. 

The Prince of Cionde having notice of their movement, and being 
sensiMe of the difiiculty and straitness of the passages, put his men 
in order, .and letting the van-guard pass, and the greatest part 6( 
the main body some leagoes before, he then fell in upon the rear- 
guard of the' Spanish horse and dragoons, consisting of four thou- 
sand, commanded by Ae Prince de Vaudemont, and broke them 
with great slaughter, and not much resistance, tiAing several pri- 
soners of 4{uatity, with the baggage, ^Jiich the Prince of Orange 
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havinff notice of, he sent three battalions of infantry to their reliefl 
Condi, warmed with success, drew his whole army out of their 
trenches, and fell with much fury u^on the Dutch squadron, break- 
ing them to pieces, killing or taking all their commanders, and 
eaining several standards : and here his Highness the Prince of 
Orange gave particular testimonies of his undaunted bravery, 
throwing himself, with his sword in his hand, before the daunted fu- 
gitives, endeavouring, by all means imaginable, to stop their flight, 
and by his own example, encouraged them to renew the battle, so 
that he was often in danger either of being slain or taken prisoner; 
but at length his Highness joining the rest of the Putch, who stood 
firm, whom he made the right wing, with the Imperialists and Spa- 
niards on the left, the fisht was renewed with more fury and^igour 
than ever, both armies being animated with the hope of victorj, 
and seeming equally resolved rather to die than be overcome. 
His Highness omitted no pains upon this important occasion, so 
. animating his soldiers, that they strove, with emulation, to outdo 
one another, and both armies fought till night, with an obstinacv 
on both sides hardly to be paralleled, thougn the fields were aU 
strewn over with the bodies of the slain and wounded, while the 
combatants, covered with blood and sweat, encouraged each other 
the more by that dismal spectacle. Thus the fury of the j^rench, 
which at first carried all before them, about ten o'clock at night be- 
gan to abate ; the FrenA in&ntry, of which they had lost a consi- 
derable part, drawing off at a distance, notwithstanding all the en- 
deavours of the Prince of Conde to have brought them back again, 
who thereupon fearing some farther mischief might befal his army, 
ordered the horse also to retire, leaving the victory by this means 
^to his Highness the Prince of Orange, who, two hours after the re- 
* treat of the French, drew off his army likewise to their appointed 
quarters. 

Thus ended this bloody battle, wherein, at first, the French pre- 
vailed, but at length lost the victory, having seven thousand men 
slain outright, besides the wounded, of whom the Prince of Conde 
left above fifteen hundred in theyillages about his quarters at Pietoa. 
On the confederates' side, the slain, wounded, and deserters, amounted 
to about six thousand five hundred in all. It was said that a letter 
was intercepted from the Prince of Cond^ to the French King, 

Siving him an account, ^^ That 'upon a genercd review of his army, 
e found himself but in an ill condition, having lost the flower of 
his infantry and the best part of his horse, and thereforis did not 
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■ think himself strong enough to venture a second battle:^' having 
likewise lost a ffreat numter of officers and persons of quality, and 
several standards, among which was one called the white standard of 
France (which was afterward hung up with great solemnity in the 
church of the Carmelites at Brussels, richly embroidered with eold 
and silver, with a sun in the middle passing through the zodiac, 
with this haughty motto, <^ Nil obstabit eunti ;" nothing can s^op, 
his course. Sut the principal honour of this victory ought, next 
under God, to be ascribed to his Highness the Prince of Orange, of 
whom General Souches gives the following account in a letter to the 
States General. 

^^^1 ha%'e endeavoured to discharge my duty in attending, his 
Highness the Prince of Orange, during the bloody and famous 
battle between the confederate army and that of the Christian King, 
the happy issue of which has proved so much to the glory of the 
Prince of O^^nge, who shewed, upon that occasion, the prudence 
of an aged captain, the courage of a Caesar, and the undaunted 
bravery of a Marius, all which, my Lords, I speak without flattery, 
as being contrary to my nature." And as the friends, so the ene- 
mies of his Highness agreed to give him equal glory for this adven* 
ture, the Prince of Conde himself declaring, ^^ That he had done 
in all things like an old captain, but only in venturing himself too 
much like a young man;" though this old general bad done the 
same in this day's action, charging into the thickest troops like a 
young cavalier. 

The next day after the fight his Highness marched, with his 
whole army, near Mons, and took up his head-quarters at St. Gi- 
laine, till they had recovered their disorders in the late l>attle, and 
then began to think of ftirther action. At length it was concluded 
to besiege Oudenaird, to draw the Prince of Conde out of his cau- 
tious miarches to relieve it. The confederates made their approaches 
to the town, and were already masters of the counterscarp, when 
Conde decamped from Beumont, with his whole army of forty 
thousand men, either to relieve or ^ive the confederates battle. Hts 
Highness advised that they should immediately fall upon the enemy, 
weary and tired with a long march^ but General Souches prevented 
the execution of this magnanimous resolution; for instead of ranging 
his men in battalia, he crossed the river in so much haste that he 
left some pieces of cannon behind him, and thereby left a way ope^i 
for the Pnhce of Cond£ to enter the town with part of his ariny, 
who, thinking he had done enough in relieving it, avoided coming. 
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to a battle ; so that bis HigbneBS) fiodinff no mora good to be done, 
vosolved to narcb back to Grav^i where nis presence would be more 
necessary, leaving Count Waldedi the coipmand of the army in his 
absence. The siegx^ of this place had be^n undertaken sometime 
befinre by Genoral Hsbenhaupt : the garrison consisted of four thou- 
sand foot and nine hundred horse, of which the Marquis of Cha- 
milly^ a 'Valiant and expert captain, was governor, wherein were 
four hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, of which one hundred were 
mounted upon the bulwarks, besides a vast quantity of powder, 
com, grenadoes, and all manner of warlike ammunition, for the 
French had made a magazine there of all that they had brought 
away from their deserted conquests. Rabenhaupt sat down before 
it with. about twenty regiments of foot and some horse, and was 
afterwards reinforced by the troops of the Prince* of Courland and 
the Elector of Brandenbufgb, who summoned the city on every side, 
assaulting it with.jnuch violence, but was as yigorous^^ defended 
by those within, though they were reduced to drink water. His 
tfighneiss arrived there on the 9th of Octobear^ with sixty cornets of 
horse, whose presence revived the courage of. th^. besiegers : yet the 
French held out till the 25th, when Chamilly, ilindii^ such hirge 
breaches made in the fortifications, much widened by the foHunate 
blowing up of a mine> which almost destroyed a covert way, so 
that it was impossible for him to hold out against the general storm 
designed the next day, he surrendered the towi^ upon honourable 
articles. 

The following winter wasspeatinpreDaringforan early campaign 
the next year, 1675, in the beginning wnereof the Hollanders made 
grateful acknowledgments to his • Highness the Prince of Orange, 
for his signal conduct and services in redeeming them from the cala« 
mities which they had suffered under a cruel foreign enemy, offering 
him the title of Duke of Giielderland ; but to convince .the world of - 
the sincerity of his intentions, and how little ambitious he was to ag-* 
grandize himself by the war, his Highness refused those honours ; 
but being at the same time offered the command of Governor Here^ 
ditary of the. same province, he readily accepted it, and in the ma- 
nagement thereof discovered his excellent prudenqe in civil as well 
a9 military affairs. 

But whilst his Highstess was intent to oppose the designs of the 
French for the ruin of his country, he was visited with the small* 
pox, which struck a great vdamp to the progress of affairs, and was 
the more lamented, as having proved fatal to his family in the per- 
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sons of liis ftther, mother^ «nd his uncle tlie Duke of Gloiieesier; 
but it pleased €rod that by the catid and skill of an able physician, and 
certain peculiar remedies sent him by the Duke of Brandenbuii^h, 
his Highness recovered, and within twenty days was abroad again, and 
hastened to the general rendezvouspf hisarmy at Uoscndael, in order 
to the relief of Limburg, then besieged by the Marqiiis of Roche- 
fort; the King of France, with an army under the Prinze of C#Hd6, 
posting himself advantageously for covering the siege ; but -such 
was the slowness of the Germans, and the weakness a^d disorder of 
the Spanish troops,, that the besieged, having little hopes o^j relief, 
and unable to oppose the great nunflbers of the French troops, sur^ 
rendered sooner th&n was expected ; after which, having wasted a 
great part of the adjoining country, the King returned to Paris, 
being previstited from doing farther mischief by the diligence of his 
. Highness and the Duke de Villa Hermosa. 

soon ^fter, the great General Turenne being killed by a cdtiiiOn 
bullet in Alsatik, the Prince of Cond6 was sent thither ^ general, 
and the Count de Moiitmorency was left to oomtfiaAd <the Fridnch 
armv, who though a captain no less wary thtttt hkl predecessor, ^yet 
his Highness kept him so upon his guard, that he could not diMfirb 
the siege of Treves, which, after uielatal ovef throw of MotiKie<alr 
Creqiii, fell into the hands of the imperiafists ; so Aat Mdittino^^Kr 
was unwilling to hazard a bftttle With the Prinee^ after two stiutt 
great losses, for fear of a third ; ihsbmtich that he suffered Binch to 
surrender to his Highness at diser^tidil, it being a ^rri^on of thr^ 
hundred and fii^y men, and had great qnantitiesof provirtons, tsten 
in the sight of his army ; but it appeared aftelrward the Count had 
positive orders not to engage the confederates, so that his Highnese^ 
finding winter approaching, broke up his army and rdtornea to thd 
Hague. 

The King of France at this time se^Aied veiy desirous of pe^ce, 
his subjects being wearied and ruined with the charge of the war, 
and several Princes offered to interpose in the matter, and the King 
of England continuing still in the French interests, seemed very 
zealous therein, and took upon him to be a mediator between that 
King and his enemies. At length, in 1676, a tt'eaty w^H be^un at 
Nimegen, whither the plenipotentiaries froth all parts i*epau«d as 
to the general rendezvous ; but the preparations fin* war went on bm 
vigorously as ever, and his Highness was thoroughly employed to 
get his army ready early in the spring, coidsideringf the rormidctb)^ 
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masters the French made under Marshal Crequi, near Cfaarleville; 
and Marshal d^Huroieres having got together a body of fifteen thou- 
sand men, fell into the country of Aloft, and the Spaniards being 
too weak to resist him, put all the country under contribution. 
Hereupon his Highness marched with all speed to join the Duke of 
Villa Hermosa, at Gambron, which he did on the 26th of April ; 
but before this Marshal Grequi had surrounded the city of Condi 
with sixteen thousand men, and the King of France and the Duke 
of Orleans, upon notice thereof, joined him with ten thousand more, 
who incessantly battered the town four days together with much 
fury, insomuch that they were forced to surrender at discretion, 
though his Highness was marched as far as Granville for their re- 
lief. After this the King of France sent the Duke of Orleans to be- 
siege Bouchain with some of his troops, it being a strong fortress of 
considerable consequence, the King posting- his army so as to hinder 
the Prince from relieving it ; but his Highness, struggling through 
M difficulties of the season, and want of provisions and magazines 
in Flanders, marched with his army in view of the French King, 
facing him several days together, and was at length resolved to 
have attacked him with a detachment of twelve thousand men, and 
•to endeavour to have relieved the town, but understanding the place 
was taken he altered his resolution ; nor would his Highness stir till 
the French King first decamped, leaving to the Prince the honour 
of having dared the whole power and fortune of France, so that if 
the confederates lost a small town, the French lost the greater ho- 
nour of accepting so brave a challenge. 

The King of France i*etuming home, and leaving his army under 
the command of Marshal Schomberg, his Highness concluded with 
the Spaniards, and the German Princes of the Lower Rhine, to set 
down before Maestricht, which, thou£^h strong before, yet had been 
extremely fortified since possessed by the French, and had now a 
garrison of eight thousand choice men, under Galvo, a resolute 
Oatalonian; to divert this siege, Schomberg sent the Marshal de 
Hiimieres, with fifteen thousand men, to besiege Aire, a citv in the 
province of Artois, and strongly encompassed on three sides by a 
marsh, the only way to approach it being defended by a strong fort, 
with five bastions and a moat; but the fort not having men sufficient 
to defend it against the great numbers of the French, who, likewise 
threw bombs incessantly into the town, and fired the houses ; the 
townsmen grew so impatient that they beat a parley, and the articles 
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w^re soon agreed by the Frencli, because they heard the Duke of 
Villa Hermosa .was coming to relieve it, and the- governor was 
forced to surrender the town. 

His Highness continued the siege of Maestricht all this while with 
much vigour, and the latter end of July the trenches were opened, 
his Highness assigning to every one their quarters; and among the 
rest, the English under three colonels, Fenwick, Widdrington, and 
Ashly, consisting of two thousand five hundred men, besides re- 
formades and volunteers ; who presented a petition to bis Highness, 
wherein they humbly desired, ^' That all of their nation mi^ht be 
filssigned a particular quarter, and be commanded apart; that if they 
behaved themselves like men, they might have the honour due to 
their courage, but if they did ill, that they only might bear the dis- 
grace of their cowardice ; there being no reason the}' should suffer 
for the miscarriages of others." The Prince readily granted their 
request, and ordered them a separate post under Fenwick, the eldest 
colonel, and they accordingly signalized their valour during the 
aiege : which was carried on with the utmost conduct and resolution, 
his Highness continually animating his soldiers by his presence, and 
teaching them by his example to contemn danger. Many of the out* 
works were taken with great slaughter on both sides, but were 
again supplied hy the unwearied industi^ of the besieged ; in one of 
these assaults, his Highness, who continually exposed his person, 
received a musket-shot in the arm, but to prevent his men from 
being discouraged, he plucked off his hat with the same arm, and 
waved it about his head. But the confederate army being weakened 
both by; sickness and the many attacks against the iown, and the 
Germans not bringin^^ in their promised supplies, a council of war 
wiis called, in the Prince's camp, and their being advice, that Mon- 
sieur Schomberg was coming with all the French forces for the relief 
of the town, it was concluded to raise the siege : and so this cam- 
. paign ended without success, occasioned by the weakness of the 
Spaniards, and the uncertainty of the German councils; and soon 
arter, his Highness finding^ that Schomberg was satisfied with reliev- 
ing Maestricht, and pot to'be brought to a battle, he returned back 
to the Hague, where, in a general assembly of the states,, he gave 
an account of the summer's expedition, so much to their satisfaction, 
that he received their congratulations, and new returns of thanks 
for tlie manv toils, hardships, and dangers, to which he had exposed 
his person ror the preservation of his country. In September follow- 
ing, his Highness received an account, that the imperial army had 
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taken Philipsburg, for wftnt o( h&ttg well provided^ wfiAeh ym^ as 
unexpected as the raising of the sieg^ of Maestricbf. 

The following winter was spent in treating for the peace at Ninie- 
gen, which tbe common people of Holland were veiy desirous of, the 
War being a great hindrance to their trade; but the French insisted 
upon such high terms, that his Highness opposed it to the utmost^ 
though King Charles 11. was still very earnest to bring his dear al^f 
out of his troubles; but still the French pursued the war with their 
usual aoplication ; for, in February, 1677, though it were irt the 
depth or winter, their forces marched- into the Spanish Netherlandti 
and having provided sufficient magazines, they in a manner blocked 
up Valenciennes, Cambray, and St. Omers, at a distance, giving 
out, they would be masters of two, if not three places, before the 
confederates c^uld take the field. The French, at the sami^ time^ 
broke into Germany on the other side the Rhine, ravaging, burning, 
and ruining these countries, with a barbaritj^ peculiar to the mdst 
christian jf^mg ; soon after, the city of Valenciennes wa9 surrounded 
with an army of fbrty or fifty thousand men, under the Ddke of 
Luxemburg, wherein was a garrison of two thousand foot$ and otte 
thousand horse and dragoons, and the French King being arrived in 
the camp, commanded that the besieged should be kept awake aH 
night, by flinging bombs, grenades, and fire-pots into the ttvwn, 
and the next morning, when they were tired with the night's toil, 
and gone to their repose, so that few were left to ffilard the wdrksf, 
the assailants carried all before them, and turned the great g^ns 
upon the town ; which so terrified the besieged, that they presently 
surrendered at discretion. 

Animated with this success, the French King immediately sat 
down before Cambray,' a town of r^eat trade, and had been in the 
Spaniards' hands about eighty years; it had ar garrison of one thou* 
sand four hundred horse, and four regiments df foot, and after a few 
day's sie^e, this city was, like the other SpanisVtowns, surrendered 
upon articles ; and at the same time,- St. Omers was besieged by the 
Duke of Orleans, with a very great army; the news of this suddeti 
progress of the French so alarmed* all the Netherlands, that bis 
Highness the Prince of Orange was resolved to take the field, the 
Dutch having received their payments from Spain, and concluded 
to continue the war another campaign, being brongHt to this resolu- 
tion by the vigour and courage of his Highness, who had begun to 
prepare his troops to march upon the first motion of the French ; but 
fy the usual delays and neglects of the Spaniards, though the Prince 
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uaed the Utmost dUigeace and appJicatioD, yet he could not anii^ 
soon, enoiigli to succour Yaloncieaaes aad Gambray ; but was now 
resolved to veoture a battle to endeavour the reli^of St. Omera ; 
at Mount Cassal both armies, met, where, after a sharp eaeouoter, 
wherein his Highness shewed the utmost bravery, ibe French them* 
selves . confessing, that the Prince; that day withstood no less than 
thirty-nine battalions of foot, and an hundred squadrons of horse^ 
he made siich an boBouf»ble retreat, as wanted little of a • victory, 
which was occasioned by the plain flight of his men, whom be was 
forced to resist like enemies; of which, the States General were so 
' sensible, that in answer to hi» letter, wherein his Highness gave 
them an account of what had passed^ they sent him another, return- 
ing their unfeigned thanks to his Highness, for his inde&tigaUe 
faias and care, not sparing- hi» own person; of which they besought 
im to be more tender, for the future, considering the great impor- 
tance, thereof, for the preservation of his country. After this, fol- 
Ipwed the surrender of the dtadel ofCsonbray, which hail held out till ' 
now, though the town was taken;* andv likewise St. Omers,. which, 
after a vigorous resistance, wherein the French lost mai>y <^nsi4er- 
able officers, was surrendered upon articles. 

After this, the French King returned to Paris, leaving Crequi to^ 
expose the Duke of Lorrain ; and Luxemburg to observe the mo* 
tions of the Prince of Oranse, who, Julj^ S9, 1677, having recruited 
his own army, and received several auxiliary supplies from the Qer-^ 
man princes, marched in at the head of them^ (for the confederates bad 
all submitted to his conduct,) from Alost to attack the French, lying 
undi^. the walls of Aeth, but finding Luxemburg so advantageously 
posted between two rivers, that he could not be forced to a battle, 
he marched to Charkn^, and instantly beleaguered that (own, 
which had a garrison, of four or five thousand French, under the 
command of Count Mental, who, mistrusting the de«gn, had fiir* 
nished it with all manner of ammunition and provision, and such a 
number of great guns, that he had sent away a great part of them ; 
the Duke of Luxemburg, hearing his Hiffhness was sat down before 
the city, drained all the garisOnsof tne, French conquests, and 
having made up a body of forty thousand men, posted himself so 
strobf^y, having, a wockl upon /bis. right wing, and a river l>efore 
him^ that there was no forcing his trenches, neither could tiie con* 
federates fe^ch any^ forage from the country beyond the Sambre, 
from whence Uiey used to be flupfdic^; idt which his Highness con- 
sidering, drew off and manched to Se«ri>re€f^ thereby, to preserve faity 



1 



40 THE HISTORY OF THE 

army, wberein consisted the safety of his countrjr ; though no man 
was ever more daring when there was any probability of prevailing. 
His Hiffhness finding the French were resolved not to come to a 
battle, but to be upon the defensive, and secure what they had 
gotten, leaving the army near Brussels under Count Waldeck, re- 
turned to the Hague, and had the thanks of the states returned him 
a second time for his wearj^ and prudent conduct. 

In October this year, his Highness went over into England, at 
the invitation of King Charles, in hopes that his presence would 
much contribute to a general peace between France and the con- 
federates, which the King seemed very solicitous to have concluded, 
by the instigation, as it was thought, of the French court, who were 
willing to put an end to the war for the present ; the Prince, 
Octoter 19, arrived at Harwich, and went post to Newmarket, 
where the court then was, which in two or three days returned to 
Whitehall; .where his Highness having a sight of the Princess, was 
so pleased therewith, that he immediately made suit to the King 
and Duke, that she might be his bride, which they seemed weu 
pleased with, if a peace were first concluded ; but his Highness ab- 
solutely refusing that condition, the King being very well satisfied 
of his Highness's excellent merits, resolved to grant his request, 
and the next day declared in council his design of marrying the 
Prince of Orange with th^ Princess Mary ; upon which, the whcde 
council went in a body to compliment the Prince and Princess ; and 
the news was received both in city and country with beUs, bonfires, 
and other signs of extraordinary joy and satisfection, and they 
were married accordingly,^ November 4, 1677^ being his Highness s 
birth-day. 

Yet amidst these nuptial joys and caresses, his Highness knowing 
how necessary his presence was in Holland, made haste to return ; 
so that he departed from London, November S9, with his Princess, > 
and arriving at Homslaer dike, staid there till they made their 
public entry at the Hague, which they did in a few days, in as 
magnificent a manner as both the magistrates and people could 
express to declare their joy and satisfaction for these happy 
nuptials. 

in 1678, even in January, the French King made such mighty 
preparations for the ensuing campaign, as alarmed all Europe, but 
more especially the Dutch, and their allies : so that the King of 
England sent the Earl of Feversham with a project of peace to the 
French King, consisting of several heads, which, if he should refuse 
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to accept of that, then King Charles and the States Greneral would- 
unite tneir forces to compel him to reaelon ; the French rejected the 
King^s. propositions, continuing his mighty warlike preparations; 
upon which, King Charles recalled his forces out of the French - 
service, who had often occasioned his gaining many considerable 
victories : and the parliament meeting soon after, the King acquainted 
them, that he had made an alliance with Holland, to compel the 
King of France to a reasonable peace ; upon which, the Commons 
gave monej for raisins thirty thousand land soldiers, and a fleet of 
ninety men of war; though it4ippeared afterward, the court never 
intended any war, but to have used these forces to for worse pur> 
poses, even to the advancing arbitrary government and popery in 
these kingdoms; of which the Dutch were so sensible, that much 
doubting the sincerity of King Charleses negociations, they were at 
last constrained to make peace with the French, upon disadvan« 
tageous terms, to pacify the factions and discontents of the people. 

The French King, in March this year, came before Graunt with 
an army of eiehty thousand men, and by incessant batteries and 
stormings, tooK it in nine day's time; havinfj^ drawn the Spanish 
forces toward Afons under pretence. of besieging it: and then fell 
upon lore with such rapid violence, that he SQon reduced that like'' 
wise, tnough with such loss of officers and soldiers, that he put his 
army into garrisons, and then returned to Paris; this gave such a 
mighty alarm to the Hollanders, that all things drove on violently 
for a peace ; which the French King being sensible of, and having 
now gained his point in Flanders, |o i>revent the Enj^lish fibm being 
in, earnest against him, he sent an imperious project of. a peace, 
declaring lie would admit of these conditions and no other, which 
the, Dutch were obliged to accept of, since they could obtain no 
better ; but before the peace was ratified, the French made several 
pretensions and delavs in performing even what themselves had 
agreed to, as his Highness the Prince of Orange foresaw and fore- 
told they would do, insomuch that they blocked up the city of Mons, 
a chief frontier of Flanders ; upon which his Highness resolved to 
march to the relief of it, great preparations being made to that pur« 
pose, and understanding that' tne confederates bad joined the Hoi* 
land and Spanish forces, that lay near the canal of Brussels, he de- 
parted by night from the Hague, and marching toward Mons with 
nis army^ being accompanied with the Duke of Monmouth, he fell 
upon the Duke of Luxemburg with such fury, that he forced, him to 
retire: and animating his soldiers, with bis eyes sparkling like fire, 



iiuyrdBBfmeifMiiukger I7 their plaint genavA^s.^umplb^ vbo ia 

the miint ofifii!ie>aad«noke,4Rid buUets flying itbick as hail, Kad veo- 

'tared so'iar^ftliat lie^ad'beeii in knimiientdiuiger, bad net J^Jionsieur 

-Ovcrkirk .^oppoMd Umself. against a daping captain, ^faat m^sjmt 

weMiyio charge 'the 'Prtmse with a fiill carc«*,- iajring him ^ad en 

the pbee. The iidrge all Ak while metm -loohecs on, not being able 

"tb amrance iiito^the naoiraiw pasaages and .«teep descents, so tbat alt 

nthe weigtitl^ranthe foottand draeoons; fit^t coming on, tltetDoke 

^ofLuxenriliwrg drewofftn great 9ilence and concision, Ifaviojg to dps 

f||%fane88, as certun mari^ of Tictory^ tfae fidd of bafltle, his tents, 

-baggage, AV0ynded 'men, store of powder, and other amiHEinitioa. 

(Tto States; General iappoiated commissiociers tocoagratnlate Us 

Highness &r this vietoiy, /gained with s6 tmascb seputation and 

igmy, beeeeching ^fasm witbal 4o be earefiil of ifais .illustrlavs pep- 

«8m, considering 'the iranquilitj^ of his 'countmr, >and' the repoee 

of tiie cfaurdh dtndiApotestiiat religion 'jfap^wfed^^.mudi Hmraoa. 

JTheriititfdaHhis'inemotatileibattteWas fougfat,.tihe:pefice between 

tlho BMeh lAni i^aenoh mis si{rned at Nimogtn, 'jof wbicli ikrteili- 

f^gf&mm 'was^beougbtio his Uiglneas tbe wMtt.iniirniMg, ^o wouU 

idse iisrvemirstted'tte^aditantagOB JWTil^d gainedt^o^tleiiUl^dicf.'Of 

-ilie<tbwn,)fan4ng «ttbeaaly, ^in ^j^ of «o.manj^4tf8adhiantag^s fftpm 

'nan'aimiy.s&:sad&iily«lraW& |og^^ n^roh'as t^t 

nof^tbe'Doteb, taken di^^rs ^fmU, fertified wilh jsa mnch'SfciU and 

ybflbstry ^bytheiFfenioh, iliid oitlac^ied them midk « lesolutron and 

vigour 4bat .tot first eufiprmd ^ihem, and after on obstinate and 

!lmodf]r %ht 'So disordeted theai^ that ^thougii the night |)i!evented 

/^m'ead ^ tfaeaotion, yet it was verify believed, that if tne J^ince 

ilMMlbee»Atlibertjr>next day to mirsneit, with seven or eight thou- 

^msLOsi English, ^^^eh wsere ready ^4o join his army, he most, in all 

^aippearanoe, not only have relieved Mons, but qmade such an iaa- 

jdpri^ssion into ^Flwnee, ^as had Jieen often designed, but never at- 

'-tempted,mce the war began ; opon whicfa^a Fnench c^er present 

^«aid, <^^^at he esteemed thisfhe only heroic action tlmt had been 

(^me in the whole course and progress of if The Prince having^ 

-received adviee of the peace, sent a deputy witli the news to the 

-Duke of LwKemburg, who desired to see tne Frinee, and accordingly 

-naet him in the field, in the head of his -chief officers, where all 

'Civilities passed between them proper for the occasion; and the 

/French widi great curiosity crowded about this youn^. Prince, who 

>^^had, the day before engaged in such a desperate action as* that of 

iBt Dennis was esteemed to be ; so that his Highness could>not>have 
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«nded the war wHb greater rfoiy, nor wHlf grealer ajpfte? tp «ef * 
su^h a great occasion wrested oqt of bis {land by the stidden an^i 
unexpected signing of the peace, which he bad ensured hrinsielf thfe 
States Generic would not have consented to wttfaotrt the Spaniards'; 
yet, upon the ceftain news of it, he drew hUcH his annjr, returned 
to the Hague, and left the States to pursue their own measures in 
order to finish the treaty betwijct France and Spain. 

During which, the King of £ngland sent orera person of hanour 
to the States General, to acquaint them how much he was surprized, 
at the news of their si^nin^ a particular treatj^' with France, eren 
without the inclusiod ot Spam : declaring, that if th^j woul4 reftise 
to ratify what their ministers had signed at Nimegen, his majes^ 
would immediately declare war against France, and carry it4>n mth 
all vigour, pursuant to the treaty lately entered into with theip. A^ 
men were much amazed at this sudden turn of the court of England, 
and the Prince complained, **That nothing was ever more hot find 
cold, nor any councils ever more unsteady than those of ^ngfa^, 
since if this dispatch had come twenty day^ before, it ml^ have 
changed the face of aflhirs in Christen doiii, and have obJnged the 
French to such terms of peace, as should feve left th^ world ip 
quiet for many years to come, but would now have no eifect at allr' 
which happened accordingly, for at last it appieared to proceed oply 
from the discovery of the Popish plot, which extremely akmiied tlie 
people and parliament, who were much disturbed at the treacherons 
designs of our court, in promoting the Popish ^i>d French interest : 
and thereby forcing the Dutch to comptv with th;at King, almosjt 
upon his own terms ; and therefore to divert the humour, Ring 
Charles pretended to be in earnest for engaging in a war againsjt 
Prance, which for som^ time hindered the ratification of the t;reaty, 
and English forces were daily transported into Fhinxlers, as if the 
war were reaUy to have been carried on, which encouraged those 
that were against thje peace in Holland, and occasioned the Spa* 
«iiards to use their utmost endeavours to prevent the condyding It. 

But the French Kioff being unwilling to lose the great advanti^^ 
he had obtained by this treaty, resolved to riemoye all, di^cuhies, 
and satisfy the states in their demands: yea, he dispatched ambasr 
*sadors to the Hague^ with fuH authority to cemjt all the diflbrences 
about the treaty wijfli Spain, and himself to their deterniination, 
which raised in the States such a^ood opinion of the sincerity of that 
King's proceedings, that they quiddy adjusted all matters in con*^ 
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test between tlie two crowns ; so tbat the treaty was signed Septent' 
ber SO, 1678. The other confederates, as the Emperor the King of 
Denmark, the Duke of Brandenburg, &c« were very much enraged 
that they were left to treat singly with their potent enemy, who de** 
m&nded very severe conditions fron> them: so that the ratification 
ofthe treaty with Spain being hereby delayed, the French Kins to 
quicken it, sent Marshal de Humieres with a great army into Flan- 
o^rs, plundering and burning all before them, and putting these 
countries under contribution with so much fury and insolence, that 
the common people complained heavily of the calamities and miseries 
which they undeservedly suifered by the slowness of the Spanish 
councils; so that at length both the Spaniard and Emperor were 
obliged to comply with the offers of France, who else threatened in 
m few days to make the terms much higher. The other Princes, 
though they very much resented this sudden conclusion of a peace 
at such disadvantage, yet knowing their own inability, were forced 
to be contented to make a separate peace for themselves. The Kin^^ 
of England observing that ne could not hinder it, sent his pleni- 
potentiaries again to Nimegen, to sign the general treaty; but in 
the ititerval, some new pretences arising between the Spaniards and 
French, the States General were* very diligent to compose them, 
the transactions beinff seldom managedf by them but in tbe presence 
of his Highness the Prince^f Orange, whose prudence was still con- 
sulted in matters of the greatest difficulty^ he nimself discovering an 
extraordinary generosity, that while others preferred points of ho- 
nour before the public peace, his Highness quitted his own interest 
in postponing his demands for reparation of the devastations in his 
own estates and territories, so as not to impede the tranquillity of 
his country, many of his lands 'being ruined and destroyed in the 
Spanish Netherlands, and .other adjacent parts; of which, and se- 
veral other injustices, in seizing upon his large possessions in other 
places, though the provinces of Guelderland, Zealand, and Utrecht, 
made loud complaints a^inst the French in his Highness's behalf, 
yet could the Prince obtain no satisfaction ; but the States and their 
subjects being quite tired out with the war, the general peace was 
signed in January, 1678: and the English mediators were called 
home by that King, who was fully employed at home about the 
tnatter ofthe Popish plot, which both houses of parliament, and the 
generality of the nation believed to be real, though the King and 
some of ue court credited no more of it than what themselves were 
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concerned in, and the Prince of Orange at that time told a public 
minister, ^^ That he had reason to be confident that the King was a 
Roman Catholic, though he durst not profess it. 

Thus. Europe, for the present, was left in a general peace, though 
the French King soon after made such shameful pretences to the de- 
pendencies upon his late -conquests, both in Flanders and Ger- 
many, that he gained more after the peace than by his arms in the 
war, no Prince or state being either willing- or able to oppose him 
therein. These disputes began in 1681, and continued some years, 
at which time that King likewise began to raise a violent persecution 
against his own Protestant subjects, proceeding from the perfidious- 
ness and ingratitude peculiar to Louis XI V. ; for it is well known 
that for the signal services which they performed to Henry IV. his 
grandfather, in asserting the rights of the crown against the Pa- 
pists, who were then in rebellion against him,' that great Prince, in 
acknowledgment thereof, confirmed to them ah edict for the free 
exercise of their religion, which was called the edict of Nantz, 
whereby thejr were to enjoy all liberties and privileges, both in re- 
ligious and civil matters, and to be as^ capable of all offices and em- 
I>Ioyments as his other subjects. This he declared should be invio- 
able, and it was accordingly confirmed both by .his son Louis XIII. 
and likewise by the present King, upon a very remarkable occasion ; 
for he being very young when he ascended the throne, the Prince of 
Conde soon after raised a civil war in the kingdom against him, but 
the Protestants, by their unshaken loyalty to him^ defeated the de- 
sign9 of his enemies, and settled that crown upon his head which he 
wears this day, of which eminent service he seemed to be so sensible, 
that in 1652 he made a public declaration of it at St. Germain's, 
and every one endeavoured to exceed in proclaiming the merits of 
the Protestants, the Queen Mother herself acknowledging that they 
had preserved the state : but since by the maxims of the Roman re- 
ligion no faith is to be kept with heretics, the Jesuits and ministers 
of state endeavoured to instil into the King's mind this treacherous 
notion, that since the Prbtestants were so potent to advance the 
King, they might likewise, upon another occasion, remove him 
again. From tnis inferniil reasoning, without their having given 
the least umbrage or sus{)iciou of disloyalty, it was resolved they 
must be suppressed and ruined. 

Therefore, so soon as the kingdom was settled in peace, the Pro- 
testant towns of Rochel, Montauban, ^&c. which had shewed the 
greatest zeal for the King's service, were plundered by the soldiers 
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knd otherwise impoverished ; then their churches and exercises of 
r^li^ion were prohibited thctn, under false' pretences that tTiey ex- 
ceeded the ffrants allowed them : yea, in matters of law, religioh 
Was urged by the advocates at the instigation of the priests, so 
that they eried out, ^' 1 plead against a neretic, an enemy ia the 
state and to tlie Kind's feli^ton, whom he would have to be de- 
stroyed;'* so that the judge dared not do them justice, for fear of 
being counted a favourer of heretics, and upon complaint they wete 
told, " You have your Remedy in your .own hands, why do not you 
tufn Cathojics ?" ThLs^ was succeeded by processes tln:^oughotit the 
kingdom, to inquire What the Protestants bad said or done tat 
twenty year^ past about religion or other matters, and th^ir bein^ 
ho w&At of perjured villains to swear what ivas absolutely false, th6 
jhdges, though sensible of it, etrcouraging them therein, the prisons 
Were soon filled, atid many innocent and viHuous persons were 
tvhipped lihd si^nt td the gallies for slaves : next they were deprived 
t»f all pdblic offices and employments, contrary to an express article 
in thiB edidt of Nant± ; y^a, were forbid to exercise Several arts and 
tirades tor maintaining their fkmilies. 

This Was in 1669; and in 1680 all lords* and gentlemen were 
cofnmftnd^d to discharge their Protestant officers and setvants t tiay, 
thtey would not WfKi* Prdtestant midwives to do theif office, but ex- 
][jre8sly ordained, that no Woman should receive any assistance iii 
that condition but from Popifeh midiviVes ; and to consummate their 
miseries they ^re fdrbid, rnider Severe penalties, to go out of Ffancfe 
to get their oread ifi other countries, whereby they were under the 
hotHble tteee^ity isf piSrishing for hunger in their own : thfe^ laid 
Revere U^cbs lipdn tbetti, raising the sum frbfti forty or fifty livres to 
Seveii or et^t hfcindred, knd quartered dragoons upon them till it 
iras pdrd : Ihen an edict was published, that children of seven 
years old should abjut^ their rdis^idn, forcing their parents to give 
them allbWances beyond their abilities, taking them away, and suf- 
fering thetn to sfe^ them no more ; feven persons of the best quality 
Were thiis iWedt Protestant schoolmasters wei*e prohtbiieu, and 
'three bnivetsiti^S tsupprtjSsed, Aioiiigh absolutely granted by the edict 
of NantSE : Papists Were forbid to marry Protestants, or ministers to 
hindeir people, directly or indirectly, from turning Papists. Thes^ 
and a multitude of other cruel and bai^iarous oppressions they 
grokhed under, when the Elefctdr of Brakid^nburgti being pleased 
to interceed on their behalf, the Kihg assured him " He was very 
^ell s^tisfiefl ^ith th^ behaviour m his Protestant subjects, and 
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tbfict 6o Jong'^.be lived no wrong should hfi Aof^e Xl^Sff^ ; jRpd v^ at 
tkKSfi^v^e instapU with iiis ^isy^l ^sinceritj, he gave ^^rde^s ^fof demo- 
Ijisbiog sevjeral.oi tb^ir chi^r(;h^^^ |huttjLD|; up others, imprisoning 
their uiinisler^, and using diveirs Qmuifest ixyvstices fig;^.iRst those he 
pretended to pjTQtect. 

At this time some .of th^ pc(rse(:uted people aent their children to 
Orange, as being a soyeceign principality, to finish the course of 
their studies yin security.; bjut this ^ dispiea&ied the ^in^) that -he 
sec^t jft ^bodj of two thousand ^ien, .under his Lieutenant-General, 
intp 'Laiiguedocy who ppaitively cprnmanded the Prince of Orange's 
magistrates tosendawa^ allthechildr^sp home again^ and not to re; 
ceiveaiij more for the futuire j(nlo their university or schools; .which, 
diouigh it .appeared very luurc^spnable, yet the magistrates, to'pre- 
tv^nt further mischief,^ complied^ therewith, and thought they liad 
4bareby ffiven full satisfaction to Jiis demaiids ; but were strangely 
'^Alrprizod to bear, thc^t,dui:in^ the capitulation the Lieuienant-Ge- 
'n«nd MiU apiproache^ >wii^ ,^is jfqrces pea city, ja^nd that he 

Aad abs€^ute orders to deaioJLish.their waUs. In ^hprt he advanc^ei), 
«iid<quari?rftd eigl^t cOD\pa^ies pf.dr^ppi^s in'the citiz^ens^^ouses, 
\nAKiT^^th€^«cpvii»i^^ ^any disorders, constraining as well thie in- 
flildiitai^s, as the other subjects of his ^igl^ne^s in the vjll^es 
round about, to .assist at the ruin of the^* own walls i(pd towers^ 
which were blown up, at which the people laboured ^ho .^inp^e ear- 
.nps|l|y, to be the sootier rid of tho^e ,a];hitrary.guie9ts, who .were said 
ito ^ave, already vitiate^ ^ey^ral virgins, ^he Jfi^ii^ce, . baying Jjows 
f hereof, repre^nted |;heir.cs^se to the States Oeqieral) s^ a breach of. 
•the laat peace, desiring them to signify their just resentment of these 
uoreaaQUdhle proceedings of the I«rench King, and to demand repa- 
.Vfttioa for sjuch^ horrid violations instantly upon concluding a general 
-peace, and without the;least provocation givjen. 

The States accordii)gly, bv their aml)asgad6r, reore^nted it a$ an 
infraption .pf the peace of iNimegen, and i^equirea. satisfaction for 
%tbe damages which the Prince, and his;^ubjects had so illegally an^l 
contrary to the faifli of treaties aqd leagues duMained, but could 
only have this answer from the Fre-ndi court, that^as to the money 
-extorted from the inhabitants it was. done without the. King's order, 
and he ha4 commanded restitution to be made ; . thai upon the sub- 
fiiission of the peppleto-hiswill and pleasure he had.withdraw;n his 
.'forces out of the principality, imd restored free commerce to the in- 
habitants according to their desires ; and for the rest he. Had reason 
for what he had done. 
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After tte peace was concluded, his Highness applied himself to 
reform the government of Utrecht and other towns, and likewise to 
concert matters with the States General for the future security of 
his country against the treacheries and false pretensions of France ; 
the Prince being usually present in the principal debates of the as- 
sembly, both as to peace and war, who always appeared no less 
prudent and vigilant to prevent disorders at home tnai^ to repel fo- 
reign hostility. In July, 1681, his Highness came over into Eng- 
land, and arriving at Whitehall dined at Sir Stephen Foxe*s, and 
then went to Windsor, where the court then was, and having conti- 
tinued here about ten da^s, returned back to Holland. 

In the interval of aflfairs, his Highness retired to Dieren, or 
Soestdyke, to divert himself and at other times made progresses to 
take a review of the frontier towns 1)elonging to the state, who, in 
1682, had ordered the towns of Breda, Grave, and Naarden to be 
strongly fortified, and it was proposed, in the assembly of the 
States, to raise sixteen thousand men and incorporate them with the 
old regiments, and to add a new squadron of twenty-four men of 
war, both to prevent any sudden insults of the French upon their 
territories, and to assist the Spaniards, if they should commit any 
acts of hostility, which was much to be suspected, considering the 
shameful pretensions that King set up of dependencies in the Spa- 
nish Netherlands. 

In 1683 the Marquis of Grana was made Governor of Flanders, 
of which he gave notice to the States General and the Prince, and^ 
soon after his Highness had an interview with the Marquis between 
Breda and Antwerp, where they entered into conferences about their 
future managements of aiSairs : his Highness likewise visiting the 
fortified places in Flanders belonging to the States, beinff accompa- 
nied by the Princess, who was received with all kind of respect 
and splendor by the cities of Brussels, Antwerp, &c. About this 
time the Count de Avaux, the French Ambassador, arriving at 
the Hague, put in a memorial to the assembly of the manner how 
he expected to receive audience, but the States replied, that the 
things which he desired were wholly, new and never practised be- 
fore, and therefore they could in no wise comply with them ; where- 
upon his audience was put off till he was willing to receive it upon 
the former terms. In November this year, the Envoy of Moscovy 
came to wait upon the Prince, then at Soestdyke, to give an account 
that the great Czar was dead, and that the two Prince:^ now reign* 
ing were advanced to the throne. 
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In the end of 1683, the King of Spain being no longer able to 
suffer the continual invasions of the French upon his cities and 
towns in Flanders, and his cruel treatment of his subjects for not 
paying unjust and unreasonable contributions, he proclaimed war 
against him both by sea and land, and ordered all the effects of the 
^^^nch merchants in his dominions to be seized, and sent to the 
States General to assist him in this just defensive war, who there- 
upon concluded to raise a considerable force, both for his aid and 
their own security, and accordingly his Highness gave out several 
commissions, and sent eiffht thousand men toward Flanders. In 
the mean time the French King, according to his usual method^ 
having ordered great detachments to be sent from all the conquered 
places toward Valenciennes, in April, 1684, he himself, accompa« 
nied by the dauphin and dauphiness, came from Paris thither. The 
Prince was very desirous to have perfected the new levies, and to 
have marched at the head of them to oppose him, but the obstinacy 
of Amsterdam and some other towns, which refused to allow theiif 
'^uotafiM* maintaining them, prevented his Highness's w<Mrtlrf de- 
signs. The French King haying mustered his army between dbndi 
and Yalenciennes^ he immediately invested the city of Luxembuig^ 
iMid though the governs made a venr notable deface, and the 
French lost a considerable number of men, yet the greatness of 
their army', which was posted so as to prevent any relief, at length 
obliged the town to capitulate, and on the 7th ot June following 
it was surrendered upon articles ; and soon after, a truce bein^ madet 
with Spain, they were forced to suffer the loss of this city with the 
same temper as they had done many before. 

And as the French King continued thus tyrannically to injure his 
neighbours, so he treacherously proceeded to exercise horrid cruets 
ties upon his own Protestant subjects, for though he had resolved 
upon their destruction, vet at the same time he declared, that he 
had not the least intention to infringe the edict of Nantz, and ac- 
cordingly, in 1684, he absolutely concluded to cancel and make 
void that edict, and to banish all the ministers out of the kingdom^ 
and several young priests were sent about the country to j inflame 
the mobile against, the Protestants; and it wais declared in Drint, 
^^ That the Catholic faith must be planted by fire and sword, al- 
leging the example of a King of Norway, who converted the noblea 
of his country by threatening them to slay their children before 
their eyes, if they would hot consctnt to have them baptized and to 
be baptized themselves.'^ The Protestants were very senuble of 

a 
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Hie wscbiefr designed agttBflt flien, and exyesfid liieir igrievaftcet 
to the King with w boniEtj and sabmisneai, wUoli moimceA no 
cAer ^fSo€(t mpaa Jris tyraranoid Hmp&r tban to hasten tkdr desdwc- 
lM«i liy eipen Aroe and vwienoe, in ho tenafafea oonner as'is seavce 
to'be pavtdleled. JUifa^itlwj^aitoTOdtioepeaf bloody and despe- 
mtedragoons upon tkem, who ioadly beUoired^ ^ Tfaat tke fimg 
WDoldiiD longer snfier any Preiestants in ^ Jiin^dom, and tbitft 
ihey must resdve to cbuige their rettgioa, or«he toMrfEenthe tt(r 
anoat ^ottuAtj that eonld be infiioled upon Aem ;" to wbidtk these ifa- 
.nocjBat «onlB refpUsd, -^< That they were veady te sacrifice liheir ilives 
aad asstates fer Ibe King's servaee, but their oanscieaces being ^od'e, 
they could net, ia the sanse omnneF, dispose iif tfaem.'^ This ansWer 
«hd but enrage ihcir he&iah adversaries, aa that they iirst aeiaed 
their goods, -»id ihenfetl open their f^ersons, inffietiagall theibw- 
barities ine^aUe to induoe^iem to icenoaaoe tiieirTiSigion. Xfaey 
innig np men and ivonen by the :bair of the liead, or £y tbeitet, 
-mtfain tteir diiauiies, smeialaag tixem wilh wisfis of met tstnir.; 
they threw Aem kito great *6m, wad fdodsed vmm theaiee half 
ffossted; they tied theai en the jntds, wdpoared mrine ^down their 
throats tiM >flie funie had fle{»dTed Aam^iif their veasea, aad Aen made 
them say they wk>uld be Catholics : Aey starred tfaan rtaskiiake^ 
and laiided them ali ov^er with asns IBrom head tofoot^ ihef jcept 
tSiem irom fdeepiag seven tir eight days mad nigbte together; tliey 
tied 'parehts to l>ed-po9ts, and ravished their daughters before ihewr 
ey-es ; they plucked off the nails from the hands and toes 4>f ethers, 
with the most intolerable pain ; and after these, and a thousand 
other horrid indi^^nities, if they refused to aUure their Teligioa, 
^ they threw them mto close, dark, and stinking dungeons, exercising 
upon them all sorts of inhumanity ; and yet, after all these bwr-> 
barous usages, th^ compelled those wretched people, who had &ot 
coucaffe andioonstaacy enough to persist -in the fiath, iand therefinre 
toisied Cathfolrcs, oriiewootiineFts, asthey^calied tl»a, toiaclEnew- 
ha%e, ^ That ^hey 4ad embraced the Ronan areIq;ion of ihexr own 
accmd," otnA had Ae impudence todedn», eir«i<a^pkinst ^die ^evi* 
deace of laillioBB of witnesses, <^ That foi^ee and naoleaee liad no 
share in the conversions, but that Aey wetre soft, *4^oi, and vidcHH 
taiy, 4nid that^f lAeve were any dragoons .concerned therein, it was 
beoa«ffietlie PyotNffitoats themselves destccid them, thiitthic^r wigit 
havse a lHmdaMae>pitetenoe to change their religiDn.'' la the measi 
time Aehr houses 'were denoliahed, their Hands destroyed, their 
anaods^eat^wn, aad their wives and dhildnenjeiBBd aod^ into 
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iQonftslerMs ; and an edict waft piiblidieA Imt pliiclBiD|> dmm all fte 
Protestaal ehordias m die kiagdon^ and all for ptaawtidg Hie C^- 
tbolic religioBu Yea, the mimmS Hi noi: leraHnate here, for ^ 
Frawh KSaff, heamg teo.po(bnit tobe nniitedibj the Biiha of Sh^vcm 
be eflMpdOedi tint FWaee la puUbb m edict, for jNrahibkior «&e 
mor Wafatenses ami Yaudek to exercise their leliaMm on pam of 
dettik, juid iM^isf^ assisted with a great nuaiber m Freaeh Iroeps 
nr Gi 



imder Moasieiir Gatinaty die soldiers commitledf the like vridenceoK 
and barbarities arainst theas as €bBj had doae in Flnuace. 

Htt Highaess the Priace of Orange highW dopppreiired of these 
proceedjaqgis, and fma a silent mourner Mr Ae aiisenes of dke Pro** 
teslant diureh, which aosr seemed to ba tbrealeaed awre than erery 
k^ King Gknies II. dying in FebraavVt I6S5, the Dul^ of Toric 
succeeded him, who inSiantly dedsured himsdf a Hoaiaa Cathdife;;^ 
aad on the IQth of June following^ the- Bake ef Monmonth knded^ 
With onehandred and fiffy aien, at Lime, in Dorsetshire, dedarkis^^ 
<^ Th^ he had taken arms for tke defence and vindication of the 
Protestant religion, . and of die farws, rights^ and priTile^ of £ns^^ 
land^ from the invasion awde upo» tkem, aad mr ddiivering tie 
kii^em from die Qrranaj ei James Dime of ¥ork/' Aboat thc^ 
savie. time the Earl of Argyle, setting sail from the Tfye^ in Bol^ 
land, kinded in the West of Soodand, publiAiag a deckmtkm to 
the same fMnpose^^but rither by ii^eahness, or treooherjr^ thej wero^ 
both soon defeated and both beheaded, aad a ranltitade of their 
followers expented; for which great success King James pub- 
lished a jNTodaawtion for a thanugiviag, aad among other exprest* 
sioaa aajs^ ^ That nothing now remained which coald possibly dis« 
turb the future quiet of his reign ; •' in ecmfidenee whereof he, 
. with the advioe of his F^t^^di counsellors and their adherents, pro- 
ceeded to commit several open violations upon tte laws of the ^ni) 
aad the properties of his subjects.* 

Some time before, his Highness returning horn Hqunstej^ke to 
the Hague, g^ve audience to several forrign mHiisters« and parted 
tkence to visit the ganrieons of Maestricht, Boisleducfc, and other 
places, and in his return was met by the Princess at Loo, havjn^, 
m his progress, given all neceesary orders* for the well governing 
and Btrengdiening of those places. In December, 168T, the Mar^ 
quis do Albeville, £nvoy Extraordinary from tho King of England^ 
had audience of his Highness and the States of Holland ; and abpiit 
the same time the States, considering the danger that might arUie 
from tho great number of foreign Fopish priests (notwithatandtng 

h2 
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the intercession of the envoy of the Emperor of Germany on theif 
behalf) they made a decree, commanding them to retire out of the 
Netherlands and never to return asain, promising a reward of one 
hundred ducatoons to any that should make discovery/ and laying a - 
penalty of six hundred florins upon those that should harbour or con- 
ceal any of them, for the first offence, twelve hundred for the second, 
and corporeal punishment for the third ; whereupon many of them 
went over into England, where their hopes and expectations of 
having their religion settled daily increased. 

• The King of England being unwilling to afford any assistance to 
the heretical states, against his dear ally the French King, pub- 
lished a proclamation in March, 1687, commanding the return of 
all subjects then in the service of the States General, either hy 
sea or land, with no other allegation, but that the King thought it 
fit for his service* The States raised some dispute with the Marquis 
de Albeville about this matter, refusing to let them return into Enjg«^ 
land, insomuch that the Marquis soon after delivered in a memorial 
to the States, by express orders from the Kin^, signifying, ^^ That 
his master was much surprized, to find that their lordships persisted 
in their resolutions in refusing leave to^ his subjects to return into 
England, and that whereas their lordships alleged, that there was 
nothing so agreeable to nature as that he who was bom free should 
have uie right and liberty to settle himself wherever he should 
think it most advantageous to him^ and that it was in his power to ' 
be naturalized and become a subject to them under whose sove- 
reignty he submits his person, and that the government receiving 
him therebv acquire over him the same right it has over its own 
proper and natural subjects." The Marquis replied, ^^ That this 
pretended natural liberty could not subsist after obedience and do- 
minion had been introduced, so that the rights of sovereignty jind 
obedience were now only to be Considered, and that in virtue of 
those rights it had been the common oiSinion in all times, that no 
natural subject could withdraw himself from the obedience he owed 
to his laivful PriiKe, from whence it was that the Kings of Great 
Britain had, in all times, prohibited their subjects to engage in any 
foreign s^ervice, and had recalled them from it, when, and as oflien 
as they thought fit." The Marquis further instanced a capitulation 
made between the Earl of Ossory and his Highness the Prince of 
Orange, ^^ That in case the King of Great Britain should recal his 
subjects in the service of the States, they should be permitted to 
retire ; by virtue of which capitulajtidn, and his reasons alleged, the 
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Marquis demanded their dismission, from wbich tbe King would 
never depart ; neither was he willing^ to doubt of their lordship's 
compliance with it." But it seems few or none were willing, fof * 
very few returned, judging it may be, that they might do more ser-. 
vice where they were, for the interest of their country, than in 
fighting at home against their own countrymen, and fellow Protest- 
ants, and as their unwillingness justified the resolution of the States 
General, so it rendered the endeavours of the Marquis ineffectual ; 
for the States having disbanded them, the greatest part listed them- 
selves afi^ain under their command, as well 'officers, as soldiers, 
thouffh the King had ordered the ms^rs and captains of ships and 
vessels, to give such as would return, firee passage, with promise of 
advancement when they came to England. 

In May, 1688, the Prince Elector of Saxony, was splendidly en- 
tertained, bj' his Highness the Prince of Orange^ at Homslaerdike : 
and the next day his Highness accompanied him to Scheveling, 
where they went on board a small vessel that carried them to a 
squadron of seventeen men of war, which arrived from Schouvelt 
under the command of Vice-admiral AUemond, who, upon their, 
approach, sent two light frigates and a shallop to meet them, and 
they were saluted with the cannon of all the ships : when, having 
dined on board the Vice-admiral, they returned to Scheveling, and 
from thence, his Electoral*Highness went to visit Delft, Rotterdam, 
Dort, Maestricfat, Leige, Aix, and Cologne, and so returned home 
by the way of Frankfort; about which tiipe, the Envoy of Branden- 
burg; acquainted the Prince of Orange and the States with the death 
of the Elector, his master, a Prince, extremely firm to the Protestant 
interest, and whose death was much regrettcfd by the Protestant 
Princes and States ; the Prince and States sending a gentleman with 
compliments of condolence to his son and successor. 

Tne King of England having obtained the opinion of his judges, 
for the dispensing power, soon made use of it; for first he employed 
Popish officers, and put them into chief command : the £arf of 
Clarendon being recalled from the government of Ireland, and the 
Earl of Tvrconnel, a Papist, sent to succeed him, to the great 
terror of the Protestants of that kingdom. The Earl of Castlemain 
was sent ambassador to Rome ; an army was raised and^mustered at 
Hounslow heath ; the Lord Bishop of London was converited before 
a new and illegal court of judicature for ecclesiastical afihirs, aiid 
suspended from his office for refusing to suspend the Reverend Dr. 
Sharpe, under pretence that he had uttered seditious; words in hiik 
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senttonff ; Ibeif a d^dsiratmi^was.pifblisbed for liberty of eonseience, 
and sittpctndiiig all the penal hm» }n matters of religion, and ac- 
^uttiw all ftTBons from taking the oaths of allegiance and supre* 
jn^y nodi m Ewland, Scotland and Ireland; the Pope's nuncio 
anived in Eaftlandy being received with much respect by the Kin^i 
and dined with the Kin^ and the Lord Mayor at Guildhall ; Popilk 
dbniek were erected in sereral j^lace^ in London, and other citiea 
ana towns in England; the charters of several corporations that 
were tet uneeised^ were now taken away ; these, and divers other 
illegal preeeedingB, put the nalioa into a ferment, and they were 
enraged at the authors of them ; nay, they do not stop her^ for 
after tUs the King again renewed hi9 declaration for liberty ofcon^ 
science^ with a peremptory order, to command all the clergy to read 
it in their savcrsd churcliesand chapels thronffbout the kingdom,, and 
that the BiAops should disfribate them tlrougfaout their several 
dioeeees; fc«t the ngortm» proceedings against the Lord Bishop of 
LoodoD, the last year, and against the vice-chancellor of Ckmbridgei 
and die fellows or Magdalen College in Oxford, this year, were such 
evifkent breaches of his indulgence to tender consciences, that it gave 
still greater dissatisfedion to the nation, and portended some sadden 
aheimtion; the Yice-GfaanceUorof Cambridffe being deprived of his. 
office, and suspended of his headship, for rerasing to admit one Alban 
Fianck, a benedictine monk, to be master oF arts, without taking the 
oaths, by virtoe cf ihb dispen^ng power, though contrary to the 
statutes which be had sworn to maintain ; and the fellows of Mag- 
dako C<dlege in Oxford, being twenty-six in, number, for refusing 
to admit one Parm^, a scandalous Popish priest, to the president- 
ship of that college : and electing Dr. Hough, were pronounced 
j^uiW of disobedjenoe to bis Maiesty^s commands, and deprived and 
expelled from their re^)«etive fellowships ; and the Bishops Judging 
that their distributiiq^ the declaration would be an owning and 
adsertiag the KingV assnmed dispenedng power, and foreseeing the 
pemicioas coBseqaences thereof, the Archbishc|> of Canterburv, and 
six others, drew up a petition in behalf of themselves, ana their 
brathren^ setting forth the reasons why they could not comply there- 
witb : this was so ilt resented by the Ktng and his Popish counsellors^ 
that the petition was judged tumultuary, and all the seven Bishopa 
were committed prisoners to the Tower ; and now the Jesuits acted 
their maBter^pieee of policy, as they imagined, though it proved 
veiy fotat to ihem : for knowing that the King grew old, and that 
OB nit lifo die kopee of restoring their religion depended, since tha 
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9ieir ^piM^pent was a' Protestant, mh» would aoon loii aH 4ibA 
machinatieiis* Thej^ resolved if possible to adrajice a Popish sucoos* 
«or, aad thet^eby ensure Pof>ery aad slaveiy to the aatioa; liene* 
4^iiy they* raised a veport some 'ticte before, that the QaeevmM 
Wtith child, though the ipeople did not believe it, and aeveral 
lampoons ii^ere made upon that subject ; and the Bi^cvps bekig fiovr 
oecared, this, was thoi4;bi the proper tkne ibr the Queen to AH in 
]abcHiir» aad aecordiiigly,. Jmte 10^ 1688, it was publiriied, th»t she 
wieis deJliv^i^d of a Priaoe, for which die King ordered all signs ift 
f^oieiag U^ be made, and a day of thanksgiving was appointed ; as 
being a Aing erf*. Biighfy consequence for advancing m CatlK>lie 
cause; though the joy was somewhat aba^ by die acquittal of the 
Keren Bishops, fi^ days after, who beingr tried at the King's Beneh 
bar^ M^iae brocight in not ginky^ At wfaidi, the people, yea, ii^ 
Ktag'siowa^Hiy Bt fiouadow neatfa, shonAedfor^oy, totiie severe 
mortiicatiOB of the«ottrt. 

The Kin^ having dedbred Aatbe intended to call a parlianeiit 
to ;ltirn bis declaration of liberty of omsoieDce iflto a law, and like* 
wise to abrogate all the peoal laws aad teste, both ^ag^unst die Dis- 
senters and Roman Catholics, the Jesuits had a gveat dbsire tto 
sound the intonticms and thougbts of their Highnesses d:he Prince 
and Princess of Orange, 4q>on &at subject ; to which purpose, Mr. 
Janes Steward undertook to write a letter to pensionaiy Fagd, 
not without the knowledge and approbation of the King, whidi 
occasioned Minheer Fagel^ answer io this effect : '. 

^ That their Highnesses had often declared, as they did more 
particularly to the Marquis Albeville, his Mc^esty's «nvoy extra- 
oidinary to the States; that it is their opinion, that no Christian 
ought to be persecuted for his conscience,. or be ill-used because he 
dimrs from the publicand estaldished religion; and tfaerefiDre, they 
could be content that even the Papists in JBn^aad, Seotiand^ and 
Iredand,.ia^^ be ouffened Ho conlBfMie «a ifaetr adigion with «as wacb 
Uborly asisaHoweditfaembyliuBfitatasofthe EJiateodPravinoos; aiid 
tm far liie Prateataiit (dissettters, tbeilr HigfaaeaaeisdW not oidy<oott- 
SMMt, but heartily-i^^gprove of tbeir having an entire Hwrty, wr the 
tdl eaasBOBe of tbcitr rrifgion without^uiy dnoMiUe or mnAranee. 
That their Highnesoss mem neadj^, in oase his JMbjesty of ^g^od 
sbovld d^ii^ it, to dedare ttheir wiUtagness to ieoncur in the setting 
and cnnfiriBii^ this liberty, as -fin* as at liM^in them : and were ret^y, 
if desired, to coacur hi repoaJai^ i0ie mws,. poviidad ti^nyu that 
those laws remain still in their full for<^e and vigour, whereby Iho 
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Roman Caiholicd are excluded out of both houses of parliament, and 
out of all public employments, ecclesiastical, civil, and militaiy, 
as likewise all those otner laws which confirm the Protestant re- 
ligion, and which secure it against all the attempts of the Roman 
Catholics. But that their Highnesses could not agree to the repeal- 
ing of the tests, br those penal laws that tend to the security of the 
Protestant .religion, since the Roman Catholics receive no other 
prejudice from these than the being excluded from the parliaments 
or from public employments : and that by them the Protestant reli- 
gion is covered from all the designs of the Roman Catholics against 
it, or against the public safety, and neither the tests, nor those other 
laws can be said to carry in them any severity against the Roman 
Catholics, upon account of their consciences, they being only pro* 
visions qualifying men to be members of parliament, or to be capable 
of bearing omces, by which, they must aeclare before God and man 
that they are for the Protestant religion ; so that all this amounts to 
no more than a securing the Protestant religion from any prejudice 
that it may receive from the Roman Catholics. That their Highnesses 
have thought and do still think, that more than this ouffht not be 
asked nor expected from them : since, by this means, the Roman 
Catholics and their posterity, would be for ever secured from all 
troubles in their persons and estates, or in the exercise of their re«» 
li^ion; and that the Roman Catholics ought to be satisfied with 
this, and not to disquiet the kingdom because they cannot sit in 
parliament, of to be in employment ; of, because those laws, wherein 
the security of the Protestant religion chiefly consists, are not re- 
pealed, by which they may be in condition to overturn it ; that 
their Highnesses also believed, that the Dissenters would be for 
ever satisfied when they should be for ever covered from all danger 
of being disturbed or punished for the free exercise of their religion, 
under any pretence whatsoever," 

This was the substance of the letter written by that great minister 
of state, as discovering the just sentiments of their Highnesses, 
which did no ways please the Papists, who had high expectations of 
carrying all before them ; and therefore, Mr. Steward, m his second 
letter to the pensioner, awhile after, says, " That the court was 
quite beyond it, and had taken other measures ;" and what they 
were, soon after appeared: namely, to defeat their royal High- 
nesdi^s of their jufi(t interest and right to the succession of the 
crown, by pretending tibat the Queen was delivered of a Prince of 
Wales. 
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But the nobility and eentry of England beholding the deplorable 
state of the nation, and foreseeing the subyersion of their ancient 
laws, and established religion to be designed by him who had largely 
promised the protection of both ; and at the same time, seeing . 
Popery and arbitrary power hoyering over their heads, and ready to 
seize on their liberties and properties, and that both were designed . 
to be perpetuated and entailed upon them and their posterity, by a 
succession of Popish Princes : Mrs. Gellier having declared in print, 
before the pretended birth, that it would be a Prince, and that the 
Queen would likewise bring forth a Duke of York, and a Duke of 
Gloucester; after several consultations whither to fly for succour, 
at lengthy they resolved to apply themselves t6 his Highness the 
Prince of Orange, to whose illustnous family it had been an inherent 
glory for some ages, to relieve the distressed, and support the Pro- 
testant cause ; his Highness, they saw, inherited all the surpas- 
sing qualities of his ancestors: their matchless prudence, justice, 

^ courage, their truth, and magnanimity, and besides all these excel- 
lent endowments, they were well assured of the Mr title he had to 
the crown itself ;' to him, therefore, the Lords,, spiritual and tempo- 
ral^ with a great number of the chiefest gentrjr of the kingdom^ 
make their application, and in an humble memorial represent their 
grievances to their Highness to this effect : 

<^ That their Highnesses cannot be ignorant, that the Protestants 
of England, who continue true to the government and religion, 
have been many ways troubled and vexed by many devices and 
machinations ot the Papists, carried on under pretence of royal 
authority, and things. required of them unanswerable before Uod 
and man ; several ecclesiastical benefices of chyrches taken from 
them, without any other reason given than the King's pleasure ; 
themselves summoned and sentenced* by commissioners, appointed 
contrary to express law, deprived of their free choice of magistrates; 
divers corporations dissolved ; the legal security of their religioa 
and liberty established by King and parliament, abolished and taken 
away by a pretended dispensing power ; new and unheard-of maxims 
broached, that subjects have no right, but what is founded and de* 

. rived from the King's will and pleasure ; the militia put into the 
hands of persons unqualified by law, and a Popish mercenary army 
maintained in the kingdom in times of peace, directly contrary to 
law ; executing of ancient laws against several crimes and mis- 
demeanors obstructed and prohibited^ and the statutes against cor* 
^responding with the court of Rome, against Papal jurisdictions,'and 



tkffish Kieste sfiflfMnded ui th$ courts dj^ik^; time ju^es: dis- 
pfaieed^' wbo^acquitamy/iidiDim.thQ. court would hsive ccvi4eiiiiied) b». 
happened to the. judges. Hjdloway and:I?Qwel> fiw miuHtixkg the 
.spven Bish^s; tin, me choice of.iDembere of parHament whp% 
tak^R. away, aotwitfaitandkigp aU the care apd provision .made by 
. the law ia that behalf' by the Quo Waxranto's against charters, 
apd prppbekiA ensnartag questions; aU things leveTledat the pro? 
pagation of Popeiy, for which the courts of Eneland and France 
hare now- for alon^ time so strenuously, bestirred then^selyest eiii 
deavours and pi^aelices used to persuade their Highnesses, tchcgnsenl 
to the abolishing the penal, laws and tests,. (!tbough herein disap- 
pointed.) The Queen!s being with child finst proclaimed, and 
diTuk|!ed by Popi^ Priests, and in the. sequel thereof. a child ^pnn 
dnced without any dear proof or evidence of sufficient and unsuS's 
pected witnesses : besides tbat^ it cannot be believed that the said 
child was ever born of the Queen, by reason of her known sickness 
and indisposition, and many other arguments, as net being conr 
firmed by any certain foregoing signa of conception : the place of 
her lying in Deing often changed, and her pretended deliverjr cele^ 
brated in the absence of the Princess of Denmark, and while the 
English ladies were at church,* in a bedstead which was prodded 
with a convenient passage in the side, of it, by. which means the 
child was conveyed to the Queen by the ladies I#'jl)Lhadie and 
Teurarier ; that these be matters left to the discretion of a free 
parliament, and that in the name of your Highnessesi and the 
whole nation, the Queen may be. desired to prove the real birth of 
the pretended Prince of Wales, by a competent number of credible 
witnesses of both sexes; or in case, of a failure herein, that the 
reports -of any such birth may be suppressed for the., time to come. 
That they humbly crave the 'protection of tlieir Highnesses in this 
matter, as well as with resj^ect to the al^olition and suspension 
of tl^ laws made to mnintam the Protestant religion, their civil 
rights, fundamental liberties, and free government ; and that their 
Highnesses would be pleased to insist that, besides the business 
of the child, the government of England according to law may be 
restored; the laws against Papal jurisdiction. Priests, Slc. be put 
in> execution : the su^ending. andf dispensing power be declared 
null and void, and the privileges.c^the. city of London, free choice 
of ms^strates, and all the other liberties, as well of that as other 
ccMTporations, be restored and maintained." 
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Tteir IiighiM«sed wHIi«o I^s ^iHiiigd«iMrt]MmT|(ta6f«Sly/ftM 
out df dieir sfeid f^^e PMtestuit iiMigichi, mii'ConiMsioh itf Ike 
oppressed, listened to their eooiplftbits. JkudfliiB fHifflniees <vi«U 
weigbii^ the JiiBtiiess of tfaeir>req«e8t8,>eftd the'iviuhy of tfacir 
MievaiM^ tristHiitly bttrbn to take^ihelidiiregim oildbr<to ^heir de- 
liveranee. And soentafter, hb H^^[faBe89 wetitto •'■leet'tbe Ipeetio^ 
of Brand^bUi^, fttid^some ^Hher^AneesnilidiibblenwnrbrGerBnfljs 
at -MHideD, which so a la r med '4he Hrondh King, 4hat 'MonsieAt 
D^Avaax, his ambaseador, pkieseBted - a • ttienoimil to the Kates 
Generid, tisriiiBHtiiig, thit ^the 'Kia^, ^his ' maMer heiae iiifomed of 
th^ ^alolioll8 'BAd o 6«ferfen ces tfabt'werefBialie'aiid held 'towards the 
ftoati^rs of 'Cologne, against the Gardinid of Fnrstemburgli an^ 
the Gha^tiBr, he Iras resotred to maintain ^he ISardioAl and their 
'privileges, against all ihose who shouldigo 4bt>ut to trouble them; 
but herein, Oiie pities of Kin^ Lewis failed htm, iiis ffigbness the 
Prioce #f Oraiige ibanaging bis -affairs -With eiich an exaet secivqr^ 
that neither tiie Kiag, norbis sagaieious couHeil' could ipenetnatfe 
iaio the design, till it was iqpon tbe point of execatiob, and outof 
dlmger of bmng d^alted. F<h: tnpon bis Higbtiess^ Tetam ftMi 
that eonferenee at Loe,* orders vmre-afiven fbr drawng-tbe fonees 
the States had kuised for Us Highnes8%*assntenc6, aad eneampiBg 
them upon the Mocker Hyde, am the forces k>f those other Princes, 
wbom bis Highness had engaged to aid biin in thi8>g^riou8 expedi*' 
lion, had orders to be upon tb^manchy as those <m Brandenbui^, 
Hesse-Cassel, &c. Atid the States GbneraltniBembled at the Ha^ue, 
li^hereUs Highness was present, «id<dieir dlebatesaad oonsidtatioim 
having becAei kept Very pdvate forsoilife 'sys; 9Lt kngth they pub- 
lished the followlag manifesto : 

<^ That the States bad rt^scrfved with their ships and men to assist 
the Prince of Orai^, who being invited by; tee reiterated tm|Kir- 
tanities of the nobility and ^tiy xX Bwland, to oppose that 
arbitrary government, whidi his Sntannic M«|es)y is designing to 
Introduce into that kingdom, <bas'fuliy determined to go over to that 
country, as well for thatrealon asto save the English religioi^, 
nAich his Majesty has dso resolved to destroy; both which enter-. 

Irises being so contraty to the la#8 of God and man, a^dparticu- 
irly of those of the kingdom of which they threatened the utter 
subvermn ; the Pi4nce of Omage, insti^ted by the motives of bis 
own innate piety, which will not perant him to snflfer the ruin of 
religion, nor the overturning of so fair a kingdom, has resolved to 
oall a free parliament, &c for which reasons, and because the design 

i2 
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of the Kine of England is nianifestlj apparent by the strict alliance 
i?hich he nas contracted with tiie most Christian King, who bears 
no eood-wilL to the United ProTinces, and whose proceedings are 
justfy therefore by them* to be suspected ; so that if his^ Britannic 
Itfajesty should be suffered to become absolute in his dominions, the 
'United Provinces could no longer be in security ; and therefore, it 
being their interest that the fundamental laws of that Icingdom, and 
the Enfflish religion should be preserved, they hoped that God 
would luess the ranee of Orange with happy success* 

King James, though at fil^t he would not believe that' the vast 

E reparations in Holbnd concerned him, though the French King 
ad given him notice of them, some time before, was now fully con* 
vinced thereof by this manifesto : and all of a sudden the bells began 
to ring backward at Whitehall, and the first news we heard of 
their disturbance was a proclamation, September 28, 1688, by which 
it was intimated, ^^That the Kin^ had received undoubted intelli- 
gence, that a ^preat and sudden invasion from Holland was to be 
speedily made in an hostile manner upon this kingdom, under the 
false pretences of liberty, property and religion : but that an ab- 
solute conquest of his kingdoms, and the subduing him and i his 
dominions to a foreign power, &c. HotiFever, relying upon the 
ancient courage, faith, and allegiance of his people, as he had 
formerly ventured his life, for the honour and safety of the nation, 
so he was now resolvisd to live and die in defence thereof, against 
all enemies whatsoever, &c/' Afler this, the Kin^ published a 
proclamation of general pardon, vnthsome few exceptions ; restored 
the injured gentlemen of Oxford and Cambridge to their rights ; 
dissolved the ecclesiastical commissions ; vacatea the Quo Warranto 
against the city of London, and issued forth a proclamation for 
restoring all corporations to their ancient charters, liberties, rights, 
and. franchises; Jn short, he undid almost in one day, alt that he 
ha^ been doing since his first coming to the crown. 
* Yet such was the follv of the Romish party, in the midst of this 
.consternation, that the show of the Prince ot Wales still went on, 
and October 15, the child was christened : the Pope represented by 
hisnund<(, being godfather, and the Queen dowager, godmother; 
and two days after, the King, to secure his territories, commanded 
his lord and deputy-lieutenants, and aU other officers concerned, to 
cause the coasts to be strictly guarded,, and that upon the first ap« 
proach of the enemy, all the oxen, horses, and cattle, which might 
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be fit for draught, should be driven twenty miles from the place 
where the enemv should attempt to land. 

October 22, the King commanded a particular assembly of Uis 
privy council, and sent for all such peers, ^iritual and temporal, as 
were in towif, together with the Lord Afayor and aldermen of 
the city of London, the judges, and several of his council learned 
in the law, telling thein, ^^ Tfiat he had called them together upon 
a very extraordinary occasion, but that extraordinary diseases roust 
have extraordinary remedies; that the m^cious endeavours of his 
adversaries had so poisoned the minds of some of his subjects, that 
very many of them did not believe that the child wherewith God 
had blessed him was his, but a supposed child ; however, he could 
.say^ tliat by a particular providence, scarce ever any Prince was 
4x)rn where there were so many persons present ; that he had taken 
time to 'have the matter heard and examined, expecting that the 
Prince of Orange, with the first easterly wind, would invade the 
kinji^dom, and, therefore, as he had often ventured his^ life for the 
nation before he came to the crown, so he thought himself more ' 
obliged to do the same being Kins^^.and did intend to go against 
him in person, by which, in regard, he might be exposed to various 
accidents, he thebefore thought it necessary to have this done first, 
to. satisfy his subjects, and prevent the kingdoms being engaged in 
blood and confusion after his death.'' 

After this^ the afiidavits of several ladies were produced, of which 
some swore that they saw milk upon her Majesty's smock (for they 
did not think fit to mince the matter;) others, that they saw the 
midwife take the child out of- the bed; another, that she stood by 
the bedside when her Majesty was delivered of the Prince ; another 
•swore, that having had the honour to put on her Majesty's smock 
she saw the Queen's milk; another deposed, thki she saw the Queen 
in labour, and heard her cry out much; another, that she saw the 
-midwife give the Prince tnree drops of the blood of the navel- 
string mixed with black cherry water, with a great deal of other 
' nauseous stufil Then the afiidavits of the Lords were produced, 
among whom one swore, that he saw Mrs. Labadie carry the child ^ 
into another room, whither he followed her, and saw^the child 
when she fiwt opened it, and that it was black and reeking ; another 
swore that he saw the child, and that it had the marks of being 
new born; another, that he heard the Queen make three groans, or 

Sueeks, and that at the last of the three the Queen was delivered 
a child ; the physicians swore what was proper, but not fit to be 
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reputed: howeireir, Ae whole was at length puUislied, tb tfie 
shame and scandal of all modest eyes and ears. 

'^^ And now my Lotds," said the KtnC) after all the depositions 
were read, ^^ although I did not qnestton out that every person' here 
present was sitisfied hdfore, yet, by what yon hnye heard, yoix wUl 
be the better able to satisfy others ; besides, could I and the 'Queen 
have been thought so wid^ed as to impose tt child upon the, nation, 
we saw how impossible it wbuld bave been ; neither could I myself 
have been im)Hised upon, having constantly been with the^ueeli 
during hier beins with child, and the whole time of her fadyoin^ 
and, therefore, fiiere is ntae of you but will easily 'believe tlnitl^ 
who have sufiered so much for conscience sake, cannot be capablecif 
so-great a villainy, to the prgudice of my own children. I thank 
God that those that know me know well, that it is my principle to 
do as I would be done by, and that I would mther die a thousand 
deaths than do the.least wrbns; to any of my children." 

Yet this zealous hacangue had but little influende upon thegeim^ 
jralitvof'the people (with whom the King by his late aetipns hmd 
wholly forfeited his reputation,) who daity discovered, as&r as they 
dared, their longing desires for the arrival of his Hi^ness tm 
Prince of Orange, to deliver them from the apparent miscliiefi that 
impended over the nation. 

His Highnesses preparations fbr his expedition went on apace, 
and the Marquis of Alboville, King James's ambassador at the 
Hague, presented a memorial to the deputies of the States General 
upon that subject ; but while he expected an answer the troops em*- 
barked, and his Highness and the Marshal Schomberg came to the 
Hague, and on Friday, October 16, the fleet consisting of six faun^ 
dred and thirty-five menof war, fire-ships, tenders, &c. for the car- 
riage of horse, foot, arms, and annnonition, sailed about four in 
tlMj afternoon iVom the Flats near the Brill, with the wind at S* W. 
and by S. The Prince embarked in a vessel of between tweiily*- 
eight and thirty ^ns, with Count Sohnes, Count Stirum, theSietir 
Bentwick,*theSiettrOverkirk, Marshal Schondserg, Coont Chaiies 
his son, with several others, as well En^isfa noblemen as strangers, 
who were in thiR fleet. Ne^t day they came in sight of Schevelnige5 
' but meeting with a very terrible storm, whidi continued for two . 
days and nights together, was forced. to put. into harbour again, 
some ships and small vessds, on which the horse, were aboard, suf- 
fering some prejudice. Upon their retiim the Prince imniediately 
gave an account to the States General of the condition of the flee^ 
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wbicb.waanj&t so much damaged as was published ia the Englisli 
G^mitef hot rather turned to the advants^e of his Highness a9 the 
^i&lr wais^imiQaged ; fiur. to make the Englisb court more remiss ia^ 
their, preparatioos, the' Haarlem and Amsterdam Gazettes told a 
mosilainen table stqrjr of ivhat had happened, ^^ As that the Prince 
wap returned, with ms fleet so miserably tcnrn and shattered, that 
he hadJost nine of his men of, war and several lessier vessels; that 
one thousand of his hearse were utterly lost ; that a calenture was 
got anioi^.the seamen ; that Dr. Burnet and several of the Prince'» 
dlief min£ters werie drx>wned; and that the States had an ill opinion 
of the^expeditio^ in general, so that it .was a thing almost impos- 
sible, that the Prince should be in. a, condition, to pursue his design 
till the next spring.^' 

This stratagem, had some effect upon, the court, for the Papists' 
hopes hereupon be^;an so to revive, that the. King ordered the re* 
storing the charters. and. the fellows of Magdalen Colleger the va- . 
catkig the ecdeisiastical commission, and. the otlier grants which he 
had; nevlj made to be suspended, till he. heard the r riqce was a^ain 
put to sea, and. thereby made thd wihole nation sensible how little 
trust or credit was to be given to his most solemn promises and de* 
dajcations. But all hands being at work, the.damage that had been 
sustained was repaired- in eight days time^ so that on Novembers, 
about ten in the morning, upon .a signal given, the whole fleet once 
more^set sail. About midnight an advice boat brought intelligence 
that the. English: fleet, consisting <^ thirtv-three sail, lay to the 
westward of the Prince's, upon which the ^ince fired a gun, which 

. caused, a great consternation throiiglL the whole fleet; but the small 
advice- boats cruising for. more certain intelligence brou^t news, 
that instead of the English f\fiet which had given the alarm, it was 
only Admiral Herbert, with a part of the Dutdi fleet. which had 
been for some* hours separated ftom the main body. In the morning 
the Prince gave, a signal for the Admirals to come aboard of him« 
and soon after.the fleet was got into the North Porelands, ^t which 
time the fleet was ordered to close up ..in a body, fourteen or fifteen 
feet deep, his. Highness leading the van in the ship called the Brill, 
carrying a flag with English colours, with this motto, ^^ The Pro- 
testant rel^on and liberties jof England;" and underneath, ^' I will 
maintain it." In the mean time the council of war sent three small 
fngates into the mouth of the' Thames, who, returning brought 
news that the English- fleet lay at the buoy in the Oar, about 

* thirty-four sail,, the wind. j contrary at £• N. E*; upon which the 
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Prince g^ve orders for strjetching the whole fleet between Dover and 
CaJais, seventy-five deep, which extended in breadth within a 
league of each place, the flanks and rear being guarded by men of 
war, the trumpets sounding and drums beating at least three hours 
together; after which, the Prince giving the signal for the fleet to 
close, they sailed that night as far as Beachy, and the next morning 
came in view of the Isle of Wight, and then orders were given to 
extend the fleet in a line as before. The next morning they made 
directly for Tprbay. Upon his Highnesses arrival, the people, 
flocking in great numbers to the shore, sirnified their welcome in 
loud acclamations of joy. Soon after, the Prince gave two signals 
for the Admirals to come, on board, and then the whole fleet cast 
anchor, and preparation was made for landing, whilst the Admirals 
stood out to sea as a ffuard, and the small men of war attended for 
the defence of those that landed, besides six men of war that were 
ordered (o run in and suard the bay itself* It is remarkable, that 
his Highness had a brisk east and north-easterly wind for two days, 
which brought them directly toward Torbay, and the wind then 
turning westerly carried them into the bay, which otherwise might 
have been very troublesome and dangerous. 

The Prince now displayed a red flag at the mizen-yard arm^ 
while Generai Mackay, with six regiments of foot, was the first 
that set foot on shore, under the protection of the Little Porpoise, 
which was ordered to run herself aground to secure their landings 
This was upon November 5, a day memorable to the English be- 
fore, but now doubly remarkable for a second deliverance from- the 
bloody designs of tne Papists. But the people were so fer firom 
making opposition, that they only stood there to welcome their 

Euests witn all manner of provisions and refireshments ; so that his 
[ighness safely landed his whole army, consisting of ten thousand 
six hundred and ninety-two foot, and three thousand six hundred 
and sixty horse, in all fourteen thousand three hundred and fifty.-two; 
The news of the Prince's being landed was carried to the Earl of 
Bath at Exeter, and Captain Hicls going thither, the people flocked 
to him in great numbers to list themselves in the service of the 
Prince of Orange, for which the mayor of the city would have sent 
him to prison, but was prevented by the people ; the next day the 
Lord Mordaunt with Dr. Burnet came thither, with three or four 
troops of horse, and commanding the gates to be onened, released 
the captain, and going to the mayor, asked him ir he would wait 
upon the Prince at his entrance, who pleading his obligation of an 
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bath to King James, and desiring ihat his conscience might not be 
imposed on^ he was excused. The next day the Prince, with his 

fuards, marched into the citj, and went to the Dean's house, where 
e resided during his stay at Exeter; after whom followed the 
whole body of his army, who were quartered about Tiverton^ Cul« 
hampton, Houston, and other places. The Sunday following his 
Highness went to the cathedral, where his Highnesses declaration 
of the reasons inducing him to appear in arms in the kingdom of 
England, for preserving the Protestant relieion, and for restoring 
the liberties of Englana, Scotland, and Ireland, was read by Dr. 
3urnet before a numerous auditory, the substance whereof was : ^ 
. ^^ That it was certain and evident to all men, that the public 
peace and happiness of any kingdom and. state could not be pre- 
served, where the laws, liberties, and customs, established by the 
lawful authority* in it, were openly transgressed and annulled, more 
especially where the alteration or :religion was endeavoured, and a 
religion contrary to law designed to be introduced, whereas tHey 
who were most immediately concerned therein, were indispensably 
bound to preserve the established laws, liberties and customs, and 
above all, the religion and worship of God established among them, 
and to take effectual care that the inhabitants of such state or king- 
dom might neither )je deprived of their religion, nor outed of their 
civil rights; more especially, since the greatness of kinffs, royal 
families, and all in authority, as well as the happiness of their sub- 
jects and peo{)le, depended in a more especial manner upon an 
exact observation of those their laws, liberties and customs ; upon 
which ground, his Hiffhness fiirther declared, that he could no 
longer forbear to let the world know, how apparently he saw with 
regret, that they who had then the chief credit with the King^ had 
overturned the religion, laws an4 liberties of these realms, and 
subjected th^m in aU things relating to their ci>nsciences, liberties 
and properties, to arbitrary government, and that not only by . 
secret and indirect ways, but in an open and undisguised manner ; 
that those evil counsellors, for advancing and colouring this with 
some plausible pretences, did invent, and set on foot, the King's 
dispensing power, by virtue of which they pretend, that according 
to law, he can suspend and dispense with the execution of the laws 
that have been enacted by the authority of King and parliament for 
the security and happiness of the subject, and to render these laws 
of no effect, though it is most certain that they cannot be suspended, 
but by the same authority that made them ; for though the King 
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flULv paidbn: the jpimidHnent of a traiufgresspr in case^ of treasoii 
aod nlony^ ixet it cannot wkh amj colour of reason be ^ence itt- 
ftrred) tiuLt ne can entirely suapend the* exacution of those laws^ 
mikss he has siitcb an arbttiwf power, that the laws, liberties^ 
honours and estaikes* of the subjects, depend whoUj upon bis good* 
will and pleasure; and tbouglil thej hav« obtained a sentence for 
asserting this dispensing power to be a ri^ht depending on the 
crown, yet it cannot be imagined that it shoiud be put in the, power 
of twelve judges^ to o&r up the laws, ridtts and liberties of the 
whole nation, to the arbitrary will of the King, especially such as 
are first advanced^ and then threatened to be tutned oui,^ if they do 
not comply therein ; and some Papists who are incapable by law, 
are made judges. 

^^ That the King, though known to be a^ Papist, was yet received; 
and acknowledged by the people to be their King, and did solemid^> 
swear and promise, at his coronation, that- he would matntain their 
laws, and liberties, and: the church of England^ aa it waa eataUishedr 
by law ; and though several law» have been lately made for pr^ew^* 
iiig their liberties;, and the Protestant religion^ and to prevent all 
Pwists from being put into any employment :. yet, these evil eoun- 
seilors have, in efiect, annulled and abolished all those laws, and 
in direct opposition thereto, have set up an illlegal commission for 
ecolesiasticai affitirs, in whidi,, one of the Kins's- ministers, who.i» 
» Papist, sits and acts, thou^ by law incapable of any public em* 
ployment ; that these commtseioners have suspended the Bishop of 
London, only for cefusing to obey an order to suspend a. worthy^ 
divine, without citation or prcicessj they have turned out the 
President and Fellows of Magdalen college, without citing. th€«t 
before any legal court, or competent judge, onlv fin: refusing to* 
choose for their president^ a person recQnmended by these eviL 
counsellors, contrary to the right of free election,, ana contcuy to 
magna cfaarta, ^^Tnat no man. shall lose lifo or goods, but by the 
law of the land ;'^ and afterward, put the college whoUy into the 
Imnds of Papislsw They have cited beforethem all the chancellors 
and archdeacons of England, to c^^ify the names of the clergy, who 
did not read tbe King's declaration for liberty of conscience, though 
the reading* of it was not enjoined them by the B^heps, who are 
their ordinaries. These evil counsellors have procured orders for 
building several Popish churches^ chapels, monasteries, colleges of 
Jesuits for corrupting of youth, and raised one to be a privy-conn* 
sellor and minister of state, contrary to several express laws, by the 
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rules of yMsdk {teyevddently ^diew IbBittttojr wb ho «w»^ jMtmiiiBd, 
and wherein they aFe served «iiid B^t&tiAeA Iff IhMe eedesriiistMl 
coamiissicitfiers. ^ 

^^Tbey^hvve ad80<£>ll»wBd the «aiite «B«pifao& in «ivll icihlrg, % 
proeusiug ^ordersto ^xatnine tllHiafrd tlieillenants^'detKilyiiratenatfls, 
sberiffs, justices of peace, anA ril 4M:ber8 ilhat were in taify f«Mi6 
employment, whether they 'Were for'dftmsg away(tiie«MaA4iitir6«nd 
tests, and those w^ho in -conscienoe eonlS ndtcooqpfy W0re>tul^lied 
(Mil, and divers unqimUfied persons frat^n^tbefrToems; Ifaey^faa^ 
seized upontlie charters of several ^omis, and proott^d l9ie«nrrefH 
d^of tdtiiers, which eleictpaiftiaiBent'nien; and {>l{ie€fd<tyew«tiig4&- 
traftes, m»ny 'of them Papists, in ^^vers coppora^cAis. ^ley^baftne 
removed «nch judges, as would not in aAl tnirngs -confonn to^tb^ 
designs, >and pot in -ethers, whose compliance they dtsowved bisfore- 
liand : whereby much blood ha^ been ^^d in many fdaces of ifhe 
kingdom against ^1 the Ibrms amd rules t)f law, witbeisit suffering 
tire persons accused to plead in liheir own dc^fence. They bave pttt 
tbe «d«mnistration of justice into the 'bands of Papists, tlM^fi^«31 
thcrir sentenoes are ntf)l and void inflow, and ^mve disposed "of'sAl 
wAitaTy employments, in ti^e same manner both by sea and tend, 
to strangers as weH as natires, and Irish as we'll as English, ^ 
BMiitttain and execute their widked designs of -enslaving the nation, 
lyy :their assistance. In 4irdand, tbe-wlmle goTemment is pot into 
the hands of Papists, sothat th^ Preteetaiftsthrongb'terror, have in 
great iMilnbers left ^at kingdom, and fd^anfloned tbeir^estates in it, 
remeiaberilig tvell that creel and bleocfy massacre, in 1^1. Iti 
Scotland, the King has declared himself t*lotibed with sndi'an libso- 
k^epoiwer, {m to ie'obe^red without reserve. 

*^ These gveat ^oppressions, a«d open contempts ctf* all laws, being 
insufibrable, bdve put tbe siibjects under great fears, and to }oek out 
for sach laiii^fol remedies as are«31ow«a tif mail ^nations; tmt to 
deter tliem from 4Bndeavouring t& preserve their lives and estates hy 
petition, or •ether means autlrorized by law, flieseevil ^counsellors 
proceeded ^i&k sll rij^our against tbose that used those me&ods, 
partioukrly the Arcbbifibop of Cantm-bury, and tithers, who fauraMy 
offetiii^ tlieir rebson^, wliy tfbfey conld not order ^flie ^eclaratiofHOT 
liberty ctf consoience-to fee read in the cfcnrckes, were sent to priscnn, 
and dAer, tried, as if guilty ^some ^enormous crime, and obliged to 
appear before professed ^Papists : and those judges that gave t*reir 
opinion in their favour were tuwied out. Tliey have also treated a 
peer of the realm as a criminal, for saying^ 'that the subjects were 

k2 
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not bound to obey the orders of a Popish iustice of peace, because 
they are put into employments contrary to law. 

^' That his Highness, and his dearest and most beloved consort, 
the Princess^ have signified to the King, in terms full of respect^ 
the just and deep regret these proceedings have given them, and in 
compliance with his desires have declared their thought^ about 
repealing the penal laws and tests, whereby they hoped there might 
have been an happj^ agreement among the subjects of all persuasions, 
which yet these evil counsellors have so misrepresented, as to en- 
deavour to alienate the King more and more from. thtem, as if they' 
designed to disturb the quiet and happiness of the kingdom; and 
the last and sr^at remedy for all these evils being the calling of a 
parliaiQent, for securing the nation against the practices of these 
evil counsellors, cannot be easily brought about, since by a parlia- 
ment duly chosen, thev doubt to be called to account, for all their 
open violations of the laws, their plots and conspiracies against the 
Protestant religion, and the lives and liberties of the subjects, their 
designing, under the Specious pretence of liberty of conscience, 
to sow divisions among Protestants, and from their mutual quarrels 
to carry on their own designs, to prevent which, the electors and 
elected for parliament men, are to be beforehand engaged to com^ily 
with their wicked desires,, and the returns are to be made by Popish 
sheriffs, and mayors of towns, so that this only remedy of a free 
parliament -is hereby made impracticable. 

^^And to crown all, there are great and violent presumptions, 
inducing their Highnesses to believe that these evil* counsellors to 
gain more time to carry on their ill designs for encouraging their 
accomplices, and discouraging all the good subjects, they have 
publbhed, that the Queen hath brought forth a so^, though there 
appeared, both during the Queen^s pretended bigne3S,. and in the 
manner in which the birth was managed, so many just and visible 
grounds of suspicion, that not only their Highnesses, but all the 
good subjects of this kingdom, vehemently suspect that the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales was not born of the Queen ; and since 
their Highnesses have, both so great an interest in this matter, and 
such a right, as all the world knows, to the succession of the crown, 
and since the English nation had ever testified a most particular 
affection and esteem to them both ; their Highnesses cannot excuse 
themselves from espousing their interests in a matter of such high 
consequence, and from contributing all that in them lies, for the 
maintaining both of the Protestant religion, and of the laws and 
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liberties of those kingdoms, and for securing to them th^ continual 
enjoyment of all their just rights : to the doing of ivhich, his 
Highness is most earnestly solicited by a great many lords, both 
spiritual and temporal, and by many gentlemen, and other subjects 
of all ranks. 

^^ Therefore it is, that his Highness hath thought fit to go over 
into England, and to carry over a force sufficient oy the blessing of 
God to defend him from the violence of those eVil counsellors ; hi& 
Highness declaring, that this expedition is intended for no other 
design, but to have a free and lawful parliament assembled as soon 
as it is possible, and that in order tnereto, all the late charters, 
limiting of elections, contrary to ancient custom, shall be considered 
as null and of no force, and all magistrates to return to their former 
.em{)loj^ments, and particularly the ancient charter of London, to be 
again inTorce ; and none to be suffered to choose or be chosen par- 
liament men, but those qualified by law : and that^ the members of 
parliament so chosen, shall sit in full freedom for making laws to 
secure the Protestant religion, and to establish a good agreement 
between the church of England, and all Protestant dissenters ; as 
also, for the securing and covering of Tapists, and all others, who 
will live peaceably ft*om all persecution for religion, and for doins 
all other things, which the two houses of parliament shall fina 
necessary for the peace, honour, and safety of the nation, so that 
there may bcf no more danger of the nation's falling at any time 
hereafter under arbitrary government; to which parliament his 
Highness will also refer the inquiry into the birth of the pretended 
Prince of Wales, and of all things relating to it, and to the right of 
succession. * 

^' And his Highness declares, that for his part he will concur in 
every thing that may produce the peace and happiness of the nation, 
which a free and lawful parliament shall determine, since his High- 
ness hath nothing before his eyes in this his undertaking, but the 
preservation of the Protestant religion, the covering of all men from 
persecution for their consciences, and the securing to the whole 
nation' the free enjoyment of all their laws, rights and liberties 
under a just and legal government. 

<< His Highness nirtber declares; that this is the design he has 
proposed in appearing upon this occasion in arms ; in the conduct 
of which, his Highness would, keep the forces under his command, 
under all the strictness of martial discipline, and take a special care 
that the people of the countries, through wmch he shall march, shall 
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not ^tifibr 'by their means ; and ss soon as the state vFihe itmkiin *mtl 
permit it, kis Highness promises, i^at he will send backidl^hoee 
foreign tpeops that he hath brought along with bim ; his -Hiirhness 
does Aerafere 9iope, that all people will judge TigMlv of' his (pro*- 
ceedings; though he does chiefly rely on the blessing of6od,;fort1ie 
success #P diis his undertaking, in which be places bis wh«le and 
only confidence, 

^' iLa&rtlr, bis Highness doth inv^e and req^oire all persons ivb&t* 
soever, aH the peers of the realm, both spiritual and temporal, dl 
lord*:, lieutenants, deputy^lieutenants, and all gendemen diiaDens^ 
and other commons of all ranks, to come and assist bim, la order to 
the executing of this bis design, against all such as shall endearour 
to oppose bim ; that so, all those miseries which must needs follow, 
upon die nation's heing'kept under arbitrary govemisent and 
slavery, may be prevented, and that all the violences and disorders, 
wbicb have overturned the whole constiliition of the English govern- 
ment, may be fully redressed in a Iree and legal jpariiament : ins 
Highness likewise resolving, that as soon as the nations are brought 
to a state of quiet, be wul take ^care that -a parliainent shall be 
called in Scotland, for restoring the ancient constitution of thatt 
kingdom, 'and for bringing the matters of religion to such a settle- 
ment, that the people may be easy and happy, and for putting an 
end to all the unjust violences, tbat have been, in a coarse of so 
many y^^ars, committed there ; and that his Highness will also'stody 
to bring the kingdom of Ireland to such a state, that the settlement 
there may be religiously observed, and that the Protestant and 
British interest maybe secured, and will endeavour, by all possible, 
means, to procure such an establishment in all the thvee king- 
doms, tbat they may all live in a happy union and oorrespondence 
together, and that the Prcrtestant religion, and Mie peace mid 
happiness of these nations may be established upon lasting fo«m- 
dations." 

Soon after, his Highness published an additional de^hiration to 
this effect : 

^< That after he had prepared and printed the former d^ckrution, 
his Highness understood that the ^tfbverters of the religion and laws 
of the kingdom, hearing of his preparations to assist the people 
against them, had began to retract some of their arbitrary atid 
despMic powers, and vacated some unjust jud^ents and decrees^ 
occasioned by the sense of their guih, and the distrust of their fot^ce, 
faoping thereay, to quiet the peoj^e, and divert them from demand- 
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ing ike te^-estsdilishmeiit oftbeirreligiMaBdlaws, under the^shttUer 
of his HigluiesB's arms; and do also ^ve out, that hi& Highness 
iutMided tor cmiqufir and enslave the nation : though his Highness is 
cofifident that no persons can have such hard; thoughts of him, as to 
imagine that be hadft any other design in this un&rtakiag than to 
procure asettlemeni of religion and of the liberties and pr<^erties 
of the subject upon so sure a foundation, that there may be no/daB"^ 
ger of the nations relapsing into the like misen^ at any tiim here- 
after, and as the forces that hi» Highness brought along with him, 
8re utterly disproportioned to that wicked design of conquejping the 
nation, if he were capable of intending it ; so the great numbers of 
the principal nobility and gentry that are men of eminent . quality 
and estates,, and of known integrity and zeal for the religion and 
government of England who do accompany, and have earnestly soli- 
cited his: Highness to this expedition, will cover him from aA such 
mslioious insinuations; since it cannot be imagined that these should 
join in a wicked att^empt of conquest to make void their ownlaw^ 
titles to their honours, estates and interests. His* Highness is like- 
wise confident, that all men see bow little weight is- to be laid on all 
the promises and engagements that can be now made, since there has 
• been so litde negam had to them in times past; and the imperfect 
vedress that is now ofiered, as it is a plain ccmfession of the violations 
•f tiiBgoireirniBent, wihich his Hidhness hath set. forth^ ao the defect 
tiiereof appears, since they lay down nothing bet what> they can 
take up at pleasure, still resevving entire their claims and pretences 
ta that absolutn potwer, which hasbeen the root of all their oppres-- 
sioB, and the suovevaon of the governnient; and it is plain, there 
ean be no remedy,, no redress but in paidiament, by a d^aration of 
the rights of the subjects that have been invaded, and not by any^ 

Cten^d Acts of &aee^ to whidh the extremity of their affairs 
driven them; therefore it is th»t his Highness hath thought fit toh 
' declare, that he will refer all to a firee assembly of this nation in a 
lawful parliaments'^ , . 

His Highness^ likewise s^nt the feJlowing letter to aU the officers 
aitdseamenof the English fleet; ^ Gendemen and friends, we have 
published a dednration, containing a full and true account of our 
intentiflgM in this expedition ; since it is evident that the Papists 
have re8^v«|d the total extirpation of the Protestant religion in 
Great Britain, and will inisllibly reduce you to the same condition 
\ in which you see France, if they can once get the upper.hand. You 
ace now at last sensible, that you. are made use: of only as instru- 
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ments to brings this nation under Popery and slavery, by means of 
the Irish, and other foreigners, that are assembline for your destruc- 
tion. Therefore we hope that Almighty God wiU inspire you with 
J9uch thoughts as may facilitate your deliverance, and preserve you, 
your country and relicj^ion from all these impending miseries. And 
whereas, in all probability, this can never be effected, unless you 
join with us, who labour for your deliverance, we do expect your 
assistance herein : and shall always remember, &c.' 

The Prince sent a letter also 4o the King's army to the same 
purpose, intimating to them, what they might expect both from the 
cashiering of all the Protestant and English officers and soldiers in 
Ireland, and by the Irish being brought over to be put in their 
places, when it should be thought convenient for themselves to be 
turned out; hoping withal that they would not be abused byn felse 
notion of honour, but would consider what they owed to God, their 
religion and their country, themselves and their posterity, which 
were to be preferred before all private considerations and engage- 
ments whatsoever. 

Whilst his Highness continued at Exeter, the King seemed very 
resolute at London to oppose him in person, mustering his army at 
Hounslow heath, and oeating up for volunteers in the streets, 
thouffh with little success ; he then sent for the Bishops, whom he 
had lately so contemptuously used, to advise him what measures to 
take in this exigency, who accordingly came in a body, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in the name of the rest delivered himself 
to this effect : ^ That it was necessary for him to restore all things 
to the state wherein he found them, when he came to the crown, by 
committing all offices of trust to those qualified bv law, and to redress 
such grievances as were generally complained of; to put kn effectual - 
stop to all dispensations, and recal ana cancel those which had been 
obtained of him. To dissolve the ecclesiastical commission, and 
promise the people never to erect the like for the future. To'restore 
the universities to their legal state, particularly both the Magdalen, 
colleges, and not permit any to enjoy preferment, but those qualified 
by the statutes of the university and laws of the land. To suppress 
the Jesuits* schools, and ^rant no more licenses to such, being appa* 
rently against law, and his own interest. To send inhibitions after 
those four Romish bishops, who under the title of apostolic vicars, 
presumed to exercise illegal jurisdiction within the kingdom ; to 
suffer no more Quo Warrantors against corporations, and to restore 
those charters, which had been taken away. To fill up the vacant 
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bishopricks with persons qualified by law. To act no more by 
virtue of a dispensing power, but permit it to be settled by act of 
parliament. That upon the restoration of corporations, he would 
call a free parliament and suffer them to sit, to redress grievances. 
Lastly, to permit the bishops to lay such motives and arguments 
before him, as by the blessing of God might bring him back to the 
communion of the Church of England, into whose Catholic faith, 
h'e had been baptized.' Not long after the Lords spiritual and tem- 
poral, presented the King the following petition : 

^^ We, your Majesty's most loyal subjects, in a deep sense of the 
miseries of a war, now breaking forth in the boweh of this your 
kingdojh, and of the danger to which your Majesty's sacred person 
is thereby like to be exposed, and also of the distractions of your ' 
people, by reason of their present grievances, do Uiii^k ourselves 
bound in conscience of the duty we owe to God, and our holy reli- 
gion, to your Majesty and our country, most humbly to offer to your 
Majesty, that, in our opinion, the only visible way to preserve 
your Majesty, and this your kingdom, would be the calling of a 
parliament, regular and free in all its circumstances. We, there- 
fore, do most earnestly beseech your Majesty, that you. would be 
graciously pleased, with all speed, to call such a parliament, wherein 
. We shall be most ready to promote such councils, and resolutions of 
peace, and settlements in church and state, as may conduce to your 
Majesty's honour and safety, and to the quieting the mihds of your 
people. 

'' We do likewise humbly beseech your Majesty, in the mean 
time, to use such' means *for the preventing the effusion of chris- 
tian blood, as to your Majesty shall seem most meet. 

" And your petitioners shalLever pray, &c. 
W. Cant, Nom. Ebor, 

Grafton, W.Asaph, 

Ormono, Fran. Elt, 

Dorset, Tho. Roffen, 

Clarc, Th. Petriburg, 

Clarendon, ' T. Oxon, 
Burlington, Paget, 
Anglesey, .Chandois, 

Rochester, Osulston." 

Newport, 
Presented by the Archbishop of Canterburj', the Archbishop of 
York elect, the Bishop of Ely, and the Bishop of Rochester, the 
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J7th of November, 1688. To whidi the KiBg retunied the feUow- 
iog answer. 

" My liordss 

<^ What jou ask of me I mogt pmsaionately desire : and I promise 
yoUy upon the faith of a King, that I will have a parliament^ and 
such a one as you ask for, as soon as ever the Prince of Orange has 
quitted this realm ; for how is it possible a parliament should be free 
in all its circumstances, as you petition for, whilst an enemy is in 
the kingdom, and can make a return of near an hundred voices ?"^ 

His Highness lay some days at Exeter, expecting that sudi gen- 
tlemen as resided nearest his comrt should have come to him KOfmet 
than those at a distance, but finding something of an un«i;pec(ed 
slowness, he could not forbear to sk^nify some little resentment to 
some of the (principal gentlemen of &>mersetshire. and Devonshire, 
that came to ioin him, on the I5th of November, 1688, in th& fol- 
lowing speecn: 

^^ Though we know not all your persons, yet we have a catalogue 
of your names, and remember the character of your worth and in- 
terest in your country. You see we are come according to your is- 
vitation and our promise. Our duty to God oUiges us to protect 
the Protestant religion, and our love to maidund, your liberties and 
properties. We expected you that dwelt so near the place of oiw 
tandiog, would have joined us sooner; not that it is now toa late, 
nor that we want your military assistance, so much as your counte- 
nance and presence, to justify our declared pretensions, rather thftft 
accomplish our good and gracious designs. Though we have 
brought both a good fleet and a good srrmy to raider these king- 
doms happy, by rescuing all Protestania from P<Mi»ery, slavery, and 
arbitrarv power; by restoring them to their rights and properties 
established bylaw; and by promoting of peace and trade, which is the 
soul of government, and the very Ufo blood of a nation ; yet we rely 
more on the goodness of God and the justice of our cause, than on 
any human force and power whatever. Yet since God is pleased 
we shall make use of humane means, and not expect miracles, for 
our preservation and happiness, let us not neglect making use of 
this gracious opportunity, hut, with prudence and courage, put 
in execution our hoi)Ourable purposes.. Therefore, gentlemen, 
friends, and fellow Protestants, we bid you and all your followers 
most heartily welcome to our court and camp. Let the whole world 
now jud^e if our pretensions are not just, ^cmereus, sincere, and 
above pnce, since we might have even a bridge of gold to return 
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back ; tot it is our principle and resololion rather to die in a good 
cause than^ live in a bad one^ well knowing that virtue and true ho<- 
' nour is its own reward, and tlie happiness of mankind our great 
and only design**' 

But quickly after his Highness found the English nobility and 
ffentry no less fkithful to him than he had been to them, and that 
his several declarations had the wished effect. The Lord Wharton ' 
and the Lord Colchester, ' with a strong party, marched through 
Oxford to his Highness's camp without opposition. The Lord 
Lovelace, with another party^out of Oxfordshire, got as far as Ci- 
rencester, but were opposed, and himself taken prisoner by the 
county militia; yet his whole party, except four or five that M'ere 
slain or maimed in the skirmish, broke their way through, and his 
Lordship was soon after released out of Gloucester prison by a 
young gentleman of that county, who took up arms for the Prince, 
and drove out all the Popish crew that were settled iii that city. 
The Lord Delamere having raised a considerable force in Cheshire, 
advanced to Nottingham to join the gentlemen of that county, who 
were ready to receive him ; and on the gSd of Novemlier, at the 
rendezvous there, the following declaration was published : 

^^ We, the nobility, gentry, and commonalty of these northern 
counties, assembled together at Nottingham, for the defence of the 
laws, religion, and properties, according to those free-born liber- 
ties and privileges, descended to us from our ancestors, as the un« 
doubted birth-right of the subjects of this kingdom of England, 
(not doubting but the infringers and invaders of our rights will re- 
present U9 to the rest of the nation in the most malicious dress they 
can put upon us,) do here unanimously think it our duty to declare 
to the rest of our Protestant fellow-subjects, the grounds of our pre- 
sent undertaking. 

^^ We are, by innumerable grievances, made sensible, that the 
very fundamentals of our religion, liberties, ahd properties, are 
about to be rooted out by our late Jesuitical privy council, as hath 
been of late too apparent. 1. By the King's dispensing with all the 
established laws at his pleasure. 2. By displacing all officers out of 
all offices of trust and advantage, and placin^^ others in their room 
that are known Papists, deservedly made incapable by the esta- 
blished laws of our land. S. By destroying the charters of roost 
corporations in the land. '4. By discouraging all persons that are 
not Papists, preferring such as turn to Popery. 5. By displacing 
all honest and conscientious judges, unless they would, contrary to 

L 2 
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their consciences, declare that to be law which was merely arbitrary. 
6. By branding all men with the name of rebels that but offered 
to justify the laws, in a legal course, against the arbitrary proceed- 
ings of the King, or any of his corrupt ministers. 7. By burdening 
the nation' with an army, to maintain the violation of the rights of 
the subjects. 8. By discountenancing the established reformed re- 
ligion. 9. By forbidding the subjects the benefit of petitioning, 
and construing them libellers, so .rendering the laws a nose of wax 
to serve their arbitrary ends ; and many more such like, too long 
here too enumerate. 

; '' We being thus made sadly sensible of the arbitrary and tyran- 
nical government that is, by the influence of Jesuitical councils, 
coming upon us, do unanimously declare, that not being willing to 
deliver our posterity over to such a condition of Popery and slavery, 
as the aforesaid oppressions inevitably threaten, we will, to the ut- 
most of our power, oppose the same, by joining with the Prince of 
Orange, (whom we hope God Almighty hath sent to rescue us from 
the oppressions aforesaid,) will use our utmost endeavours for the 
recovery of our almost ruined laws, liberties, and religion ; and 
herein- we hope all good Protestant subjects will, with their lives 
and fortunes, be assistant to us, and not be bugbeared with the op- 
probrious terms of rebels, hy which they would fright us to become 
perfect slaves to their tyrannical insolencies and usurpations ; for we 
assure ourselves, that no rational and unbiassed person will judge 
it rebellion to defend our laws and religion, which all our I^inces 
have sworn at their coronations; which oath, how well it hath been 
observed of late, we desire a free parliament may have the consi- 
deration of. 

. " We own it rebellion to resist a King that governs by law ; but 
he was always accounted a tyrant that made his will the law ; and 
to resist such a one we justly esteem no rebellion, but a necessary 
defence ; and in this consideration we doubt not of all honest men^ 
assistance, and humbly hope for and implore the ffreat God's pro- 
tection, that turneth the hearts of his people as pleaseth him best, 
if having been observed, that people can never be of one mind 
withput his inspiration, which hath in all ages confirmed that ob- 
servation, * Vox populi est vox Dei.' 

'^ The present restoring of charters, and reversing the oppressing 
and unjust judgment given on Magdsden College Fellows,, is {)lain, 
are but to still the people, like plums to chudren, by deceiving 
them for awhile ; but if they shall by this stratagem be fooled, tiU 
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Ibis present storm that threatens the Papists be passed, as soon as 
thej shall be resettled, the former oppression wifl be put on with 
greater yiffour ; but we hope in vain is the net spread m the sight 
of the bircb, for, 1. The Papists' old rule is, that faith is not to be 
kept with heretics, as they term Protestatnts, though the Popish re- 
ligion is the greatest heresie ; and, 2. Queen Mary's so ill observ- 
ing 'her promises to the Suffolk m6n that helped her to her throne; 
and above all, 3. The Pope's dispensing with the breach of oaths, 
treaties, or promises, at his pleasure, wnen it makes for the service 
of holy church, as they term it. The^e, we say, are such convincins^ 
reasons to hinder us from giving credit to the aforesaid mocK 
shews of redress, that we think ourselves bound in conscience to 
rest on no security that shall not be approved by a freely elected par- 
liament, to whom, under God, we refer our cause." 

The Lord Delamere being assured of the resolution and cou- 
rageous zeal of all his followers, continued awhile in those parts to 
watch the motions of the Papists in Lancashire, who began to take 
arms under the Lord INf olineux, and for a time assisted to guard 
Chester for the King ; but, upon the surprizal of that garrison for 
the Prince, were soon after beaten, or rather run away out of the 
town, and disbanded of themselves. In the north the Earl of 
Danby, the Lord Fairfax, and other persons of quality seized upon 
the city of York, and turned out the Lord Mayor and other magis- 
trates that- were Papists or ill-afiected. Colonel Copley, the de- 
putv-governor of Hull, seized upon all the guanls of that garrison, 
and, with the assistance of some of the townsmen and some seamen, 
made the Lord Langdale, the governor, and the Lord Montgo- 
mery, the Marquis of Powis, his sons, prisoners, till he had se- 
cured the citadel, wherein was a plentiful magazine of powder and 
all sorts of provisions, with a train of artillerv ready fixed to be 
drawn out into the field. Plymouth also, with the Earl of Hun- 
tington and all the Popish officers and soldiers was seized by the 
Earl of Bath for his Highness, and at the same time all the chief sea- 
port towns i4^ Cornwall declared for the Prince, so that there was 
no enemy behind him to disturb the rear of his sfdvancing army. 

But the King, being as vet in hopes to force his way through all 
the great opposition made him by the whole kingdom, hdving sent 
his army before to Salisbury, went thither to them 5 yet, before he 
went, lie thought it requisite to provide for the safety of the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales, and not daring to trust to the validity of 
the aforementioned affidavits, for more security he sent him away 
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witbft 5troiiff guard to PortoipouCh, tkat, if things went ill, he shoidd 
be eonreyea over to France. When the King came to Salisbutj 
he began'to bleed at the nose, and was obserTed to continue bleed* 
log for some time, which seemed, at that time, ominous to htm; but 
in the midst iti these surprizes more ill news arrived to inorease his 
aetenishment ; for, besioes the Lord Combuiy, who had carried off a 
eoasideraUe party of horse to the Prince some time before, several, 
other regim^its of foot had now deserted, and were gone the same 
way. l^n his arrival near to Salisbury, he was met by the Duke 
of Berwick, the Earl of Feversham, and several other oiEcers on 
horseback^ and by them attended to the gates of the town, being 
met by the mavor and aldermen in their formalities, and conducted 
to the bisho|^» jpalace; but these flattering appearances soon va« 
nished, he quickly perceiving that his English forces were generally 
dissatisfled, and seemed unwilling to engage in civil bloodshed 
against their own country men and of their own- religion, whidi was 
to fight with their bodies against their consciences, and Ukewisedis* 
covered - the discontents of the people, who supplied the machels 
very sparingly for his army, so that not judstag htmself safe among 
them, and upon a false alarm that Marshal Scfaombei^ was within 
thirty or twenty miles of him, he. returned back in all baste to 
Windsor, and from thence to London, being extremely discouraged 
'that Prince George and the Lord Churchill were gone both to the 
Prince, and that the Princess Ann of Denmark ^was also retired 
from the court. The Prince of Denmark and the Lord Churchill left 
each of them the following letters behind them, directed to the King t 
« Sir, 
^^ With a heart full of grief am I forced to write, what pru« 
deuce will not permit me to say to your face; and may I ever find 
credit with your Majesty and protection from heaven, as what I 
now do is free from passion, vanity, or design, with which actions 
of this nature are too often accompanied. I am not ignorant of the 
frequent fnischiefs wrought in the world by factious pretences- of re* 
ligion ; but were not religion the most justifiable caij^, it would 
not be made the most specious pretence; and your Majesty has al- 
ways shewn too uninterested a sense of religion, to doubt the just 
effects of it in one, whose practices have, I hope, never given the 
world cause to censure his real conviction of it, or his backward- 
ness to perform what liis honour and conscience prompt him to. 
How then can I longer disguise my just concern for that religion, 
in which 1 have been so happily educated, which my judgment 
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tiiorougUy conyiiices me^ to be tlie best; and for thd rapport of 
wbicby I an so bi^^blj interested in mj native country; and is- not 
fin^landy now, by the most endearing tie, become so ^ 

^< Whilst the resiless spirits of the enemies of the leformed reiiffion, 
backed by the cruel seal of France, justly alarm and unite all the 
Protestant Princes of Christendom, and engage them in so vast an 
expense finr the support of it, can I act so degeneroiis and mean a 

Sirt, as to deny my concurrence to such worthy endeavours for 
aabusing of your Majesty by the reinforcement of those laws, and 
establishment of that government, on which alone depends the well* 
being of your Majesty, and the Protestant religion in Eurc^e. This, 
sir, is that irresistable and only cause;, that could come in competition 
with my duty and obligations with yo«r Majesty, and be aUe to tear 
me from you, whilst the same affectionate desire of servmg yon 
continues in me. Could I secure your person by the hazard of my 
life, I should think it could not be better employed : and would to 
Qod, these your distracted kingdoms might yet receive that satis- 
factory compliance from your Majesty in all their justifisiMe pre- 
tensions, as might upon the only sure foundation, that of love and 
interests of your subjects, establish your government, and as 
strongly unite the hearts of all your subjects to you, as is that of^ 
sir, your Majesty's roost humble, and most obedient son and 
servan^f" 

. The Lord ChurchilFs letter nm thus : '' Sir, men are sekkm sus- 
pected of sincerity, when they act contrary to their interests ; and 
though mv dutiful behaviour to your Majesty in the worst of times, 
(for which I admowledge my poor services much over-paid) may 
not be sufficient to incline you to a charitable interpretation of my- 
aictions, yet I hope, the great advantage I enjoy mider your Miyesty, 
which I can never expe^ in any other change of ffovemment, may 
reasonaUy coftvinceyenr Majesty and the woiid, mA I am actuated 
hgr a higher prindple, when i offer that violence to my indination 
wA interest, as to desert jrour Majesty at a time when your afiairs 
seem to challenge the strictest obedience from all your subjects, 
much more from one who lies under the greatest personal obligations 
iaiaginable to yonr Majesty. Thia, sir, could proceed from notliiog 
but the inviolable dictates of my conscience, and necessary concern 
for my rdigion, (which no good man can oppose) and with whicbl 
am instructed, nothing ought to come in competition; heaven knows 
with what partiality my duAifttl opinion of your Majesty hath 
hitherto represejnted those unfaaf^ designs, which inconsiderate 
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and self-interested men have framed a^inst your Majesty's true 
interest and Protestant religion. But as 1 can no longer join with 
such to give a pretence by conquest to bring them to effect, so wiH 
I always with the hazard of my life and fortune (so much your 
Majesty's due) endeavour to preserve your royal person and lawful 
rights, with all the tender concern and dutiful respect that becomes, 
sir, your Majesty^s most dutiful, and most obliged subject and 
servant." 

The Princess Ann of Denmark likewise directed the foUowing 
letter to the Queen, upon her withdrawing : 
" Madam, 

^ I beg your pardon if I am so deeply affected with the sur- 
prising news of the Prince's being gone, as not to be able to see 
you, but to leave thi^ paper to express my humble duty to the King 
and yourself; and to let you know that I am gone to absent myself 
to avoid the King's displeasure, which I am not able to bear either 
against the Prince or myself; and I shall stay at so great a distance,' 
as not to return before I hear the happy news of a reconcilement : 
and as I am confident the Prince did not leave the King with any 
other design, than to use all possible means for his preservation, so 
I hope you will do me the justice to believe, that 1 am incapable of 
following him for any other end. Never was any one in such an 
unhappy condition, so divided between duty and s affection to a 
father, and a husband ; and therefore I know not what to do but to 
follow one to preserve the other. I see the general felling off of the ' 
nobility and gentry, who avow to have no other end, than to prevail 
with tne King to secure their religion, which they saw in so much 
danger by the violent counsels of the priests ; who, to promote their 




out more bloodshed, bv the calling a parliament : God grant a 
happy end to these troubles, that the King s reign may be prosperous, * 
and that I may shortly meet you in perfect peace and safety ;' till 
when, let me beg you to continue the. same favourable opinion 
that you have hitherto had of your most obedient daughter and . 
servant, ANN." . 

The King now issUed out a proclamation of pardon to ^11 his ' 
subjects, that had taken up arms under the Prince, if they returned 
in twenty days ; but very few, or none came back : and about the 
sametime^ a party of the Prince's men being abroad, and advancing 
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l)eyond their strength, were pursued and charged by Colonel Sars** 
field with seventy norsei ancl thirty dragoons anil erenadiers, who 
overtaking them at Wincanton, they posted themselves behind the 
hedges ; whereupon, the King's part^ dismounted, and marched up 
to them, and they began to fire briskly, several beine killed and 
wounded: but Colonel Sarsfield getting into the field with his 
horse, and charging them in the rear, they were most of ihem killed 
or taken prisoners ; Lieutenant Campbell, who commanded them^ 
beinff slain : and of the King's party, four were killed, an4 Cornet 
Webb mortally wounded. , This blender success was soon damped by 
an address from the fleet,, for a free parliament ; whicb^now began 
to grow cold iu his 8ervi<;e, and the continual desertions of his army ; 
so Qiat the King not thinking it convenient to hazard a battle with 
them, upon the approach of the Prince's forces, with whom now 
were a great part of the nobility, he recalled his remainder of them, 
with his train of artillery ; and upon his return to Whitehall, he 
appointed Colonel Beril Skelton to be lieutenant of the Tower, in 
the place of Sir Edward Hales: and in pursuance of the advice of 
the lords, spiritual and temporal, ordered the Chancellor Jefferies 
to issue out writs for summoning a parliament to sit, January 15, 
fiiUowing ; thfe Bishop of Exeter, wno left the citj^ upon the ap- 
proach of the Prince, was likewise nomfnated Archbishop of YorK, 
which had been vacant for some time, and was thought to have beei^ 
designed for Father Peters, if things had gone on. But the King's 
affairs growing daily more desperate, and the Prince of Orange 
marching forward with his army ; and being advanced to Hunger- 
ford, after a consultation with the Queen, and the Jesuits, it was 
resolved to send the following proposals of accommodation to hi^ 
Highness, which were soon after published with the Prince's answer 
thereto. 

** Whereas, on the 8th of December, 1688, at Hungerford, a 
paper, signed by the Marquis of Halifax, the Earl of Nottingham, 
and the Lord Godolphin, Commissionerd sent unto us from his 
Majesty, was delivered to us in tliese words, fpUowing t vi^. 
"Sir, 

" The King, commandeth us to acquaint you, ths^t ' he observeth 
all the difierences, and causes of complaint, alleged by your High- 
ness, seem to be referred to a free parliament. His Majesty, as he 
hath already declared, was resolved before this, to call one, but 
thought that, in the present state of a&irs, it was advisable to 
defer it till things were more composefi. Yet seeing that his people 
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still continue to desire it^ he hath put forth his proclamation in order 
to it, and hath issued forth his writs for the calling of it. And to 
prevent any cause of interruption in it, he will consent to everf 
thing* that can be reasonably required for the security of all those 
that shall come to it; his Majesty hath therefore sent us to attend 
your Highness, for the adjusting of all matters that shall be a;^ed 
to be necessary to the freedom of elections, and the secunty of 
sitting, and is ready immediately to enter into a treaty, in order to 
it. His Majesty proposeth, that in the mean time the ren^ectiTe 
armies msiv be restrained within such^imits, and at such a distance 
' from London, as may prevent the apprehensions that the parliament 
may i^ any kind be disturbed; being desirous, that the meeting of it 
may be no longer delayed than it must be by the usual and net^essary 
forms." Signed, Halifiix, Nottingham, Grodolphin. 

, " \Ve, with the advice of the lords and gentlemen assembled with 
us, have in answer ta the same, made these following proposals: 
1. That all Papists, and such persons as are not qualified by law, be 
disarmed, disbanded, and removed from all employments, civil and 
military 4 3. That all proclamations which reflect upon us, or any 
that have come to us, or declared for us, be recalled ; and that if any 
persons for having so assisted, have been committed, that they be 
forthwith set at liberty. 3. That for the securitr and safety or the 
city of London, the custody and government of the Tow«r be im- 
mediately put into the hands of the said city. 4. That if his 
Majesty shall think fit to be at London, during the sitting Of the 
parliament, that we maybe there also^ with an equal number of our 

E lords ; or if his Majesty shall please to be in any place from 
ondoH, at whatever distance he thinks fit, that we ma}' be at a 
place of the same distance. And that the respective armies do 
remove from London thirty mile3, and that no more foreign forces 
be brought into the kingdom. 5. That for the security of the city 
of London, and thehr trade. Tilbury Fort be put into the hands of 
the said city. 6. That to prevent the landing of French or other 
foreign troops, Portsmouth msty be put into such hands, as by your 
Majesty and ud shall be agreed upon. 7. That some suificient part 
of the public revenue be assigned us, for the maintaining of our 
forces, until the meeting of a free parliament." 

But these proposals of the Prince, proving of too hard digestion 
at Whitehall, the offer of accommodation was thought to be de-^ 
signed only to ^ain time : and the Romish counsellors perceiving 
that this would not obtain, began to think of other measures ^ so 
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that the cUM being sent for badK from Portmnoudi to Whitehall in 
great haste, the Queen haTing made up her equipage, December 10^ 
took her solemn leavd of the King, and with tbejpretended Prince 
of Wales, and her attendants, wh^^of it is said Father Peters was 
one, b|it it was thouebt, with a large proportira of treasure and 
jewels; she crossed the water ^t LamOieth, where three coaches 
with six horses awaited them, and with a strong guard went to 
Greenwich, and so to Gravesend ; where she and ha" retinue, em- 
barked in a yacht for France, and landed the next day about four 
o'clock in the afternoon; the Queen and several conrtiers being 
gone, the Popish Priests began to Mtt for themselves; and the 
same niffht the King called an extraordinary council, and sent for 
the Lord Min^or and Sheriffs of London, charging them to preserve 
the peace and quiet of the city, as much as in them lay, after which, 
. they were dismissed ; bat the council continued their debates upon 
the present exigency of aflairs, a ^reat while longer, and were 
ordered to meet again the next morning : when to the sorprisse of the 
city and kingdom, about three o'dock hi the morning, the King took 
barge at the privy stairs, with a small equipage, and went down the 
river, without beii^ so much as known to many of the officers of 
his household, who were then in waiting ; whose sudden departure 
may be supposed to be occasioned b^ the. news that alarmed the 
eourt the day before, that the Prince s forces had made their way 
through Reading, and gained the pass of Twyford-bridge, without 
any. considerable resistance; for about fifteen hundred horse, and 
three troops of dragoons being quartered in the town of Reading, 
they had notice that a detachment of the Prince's army were march- 
ing np toward them, which put them into such a consternation, that 
not finding themselves strong enoush to maintain the town, the 
officers upon consultation, concluded to draw off, and make good 
their post at Twyford-bridge ; but their scouts coming in with news 
that the roads were dear, the commander ordered a Scotch regim^it 
of horse, and the Irish dragoons to march back, and re-*{>osses9 
themselves of Reading, wbicfa they did, and were placed in the 
market-place and other posts, continuing on horse1>{K;k the^ most 
part of the night, to prevent surprize; yet hearing no more of the 
rrince's advanced party, their officers ordered them to alight, and 
fefresh themselves and their horses ; but about ten in the morning, 
the trumpet sounded to horse, the Prince's forces being at the town's 
end, almost before thcr^ were discovered; and thereupon, sharp 
firing began on both si»?s, the Irish dragoons bearing the brunt m 

m2 
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the encounter; and though the Scotch horse^ in dmall detached 
bodies, made some fire, yet. they were overpowered, driven out of 
tbie town, and obliged to retreat to^Twyford-bridge ; and at length, 
many of the King's party deserted, and the rest were constrained to 
quit the pass, and make the best of their retreat ; there being about 
thirty killed, and several wounded, in this skirmish. . . 

Upon this ill success, and the King having no considerable forces 
left, the dav before his going away, he sent a letter to his general, , 
the Earl of Feversham to this effect ; ^^ That things being come to 
that extremity, that he had been forced to send awa^r the Queen and 
his son, the rrince of Wales, lest they should fidl into his enemy's 
hands, he was resolved to secure himself the best way he could ; 
that if he could have relied on all his troops, he. was resolved to 
have had at least one blow for it; but that his lordship knew, that 
both his lordship and seyeral of the general officers of the army 
had told him, that it was not safe to venture himself at the h/ead of 
his troops, or to think to fight the Prince of Orange with them; 
. and therefore, it only remained for him ^to thank those officers and ^ 
soldiers that had been truly loyal to him, not expecting they should 
farther expose themselves in resisting a foreign enemy, and a 
poisoned nation." In pursuance of this letter, the Earl of Fever- 
sham sent another to his Highness the Prince of Orange, to let him 
understand, " That he had received a letter from the King, with 
the unfortunate news of his resolution, to go out of England, and 
he was actually gone, with order$ to make no opposition against any 
one; which he thought convenient to let his Highness know, as 
soon as it was possible, to hinder the efinsion of blood, having 
already given orders to that purpose to all the troops under his 
command : which would be the last order they should receive froia 
him, &c. 

The King's departure being publicly known, the multitude got 
together in divers places, as is usual in such disturbances, and dis* 
solutions of government, spoiling and demolishing the new-erected 
mass houses and chapels ; pulling down, burning and destroying all 
before them; they plucked down the new convent for Monks, at 
St. John's, which had been two years in building, at vast expense^ 
and burnt the greatest part of the timber and materials in Smithfield, 
having before~ seized upon the goods, as they were removing, and 
burnt them in Holborn ; they likewise defkced the chapels in Lime- 
street, and Lincoln's-Inn fields, with that of the Spanish .ambas- 
dor's, at Wild-house : where some common. thieves mixing with the 
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timbre harmless boys, they got great store of plunder in plate, moneys 
and rich goods ; they likewise committed violences at the lodgings. 
iOf the resident of the Duke of Florence, and much defaced the 
dwelling-houses of several eminent Papists, who were fled for fear 
of being secured, and though the magistrates laboured to quiet these 
tumults and dissorders, yet they found their authority too weak, till 
the mobile had in some measure vented their ra^e, they being grown 
so numerous^ that neither the watches nor trained bands^ thought \ 
it safe to oppose their fury. 

, Therefore, for redress of these mischiei^, the lords, Spiritual and ~ 
temporal, then in town, repaired to Guildhall, and sending for 
Colonel Skelto'n, then lieutenant of the Tower, demanded the keys^ 
which being by him readily resigned, they committed the charge of 
that important place, to the Lord Lucas, a person of known honour 
and integrity to his country ; nor were they }ess active, in suppressing 
those lawless rioters : so thas in a short time, they were all dispersed 
and quelled, and some of the principal committed to prison; and 
then taking into consideration, the great and dangerous conjuncture 
of the time, in regard of the King's having withdrawn hims^li^ y 
they drew up a declaration to this effect s — " That they did reasonably 
hope, that the King having issued out his proclamation, and writs 
for calling a free parliament, they might have rested securely tinder 
the expectation of that meeting, but that the King having, withdrawn . 
himself, as they apprehended, in otder to his departure out of the 
kingdom, by the pernicious councils of persons ill affected to the 
natiori,^ they cannot without being wanting to their duty, be silent 
under the calamities, wherein the Popish councils which have so 
long prevailed, had miserably involved them ; and therefore unani- 
mously resolved to apply themselves to his Highness the Prince of 
Orange, who with so great kindness to these kingdoms, so vast 
isxpense, and so much hazard to his own person, had undertaken, 
by endeavouring to proctire a free parliament, to rescue them with 
as little effusion of Christian blood, as possible, from the imminent 
dangers of Popery and slavery ; declaring further, that they would 
with their utmost endeavours, assist his Highness in the ootaining 
of such a parliament with all speed ; wherein their laws, liberties^ 
and properties miffht be secured, the Church of England in parti- 
cular, with a due liberty to Protestant dissenters; and in general, 
the Protestant religion and interest, over the whole world, might be 
supported and encouraged, to the glory of God, the happiness of 
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the €4tablkhl»d gQvemBient, «iid tbe advanjti^ of all Prisoes m^ 
slates in Chrislendom, that may be therein concerned." 

This was signed bj the Archbishops of York and Caniterbiir]^ 
twenty-two temporal lorde^ and five bishops; and the Earl of 
Penbroke, Lord Wey mouthy Lord Bi^opc^ Ely, and tbe Lord 
Culpepf^, were ordered .to -attend his Highness with the said 
decl^alidn, at Henley iqpon Thames; the same day the lord awyor, 
aldermen, and pommqn council^ assembled in the same place, and^ 
drew up an humble address to be presented to his Highness in their 
names, on the behalf of the city; of like effeet with the decbration, 
four iddermen being ajppointed to wait upon the Prtnee therewith, 
-and the lieutenancy o^ London meeting that day also, drew up an 
address to his Highness^ on the behalf <^ themselves and the rest of 
the militia, to the like purpose, which were accordingly presented 
to the Prince, and veiy ttiFomrably received, imploring las Highness 
protection, and beseeching him to repair to the city; wb^ he 
would be received with universal satis&ction. 

The ne&t day the tomtults being soniewhat allayed, «eardi was 
made in divers places, for such as were fled iBrom justice; and 
among others, to the great rejoicing of the 'people, tbe Lord Cban«- 
oellor Jeffery's, was takenin aaobsrare house at Wapptng^dsssQised 
like a sailor, and endeavouring to nmke hk estapein a vcasd t^ 
lay there for Hambuigh ; who being brought before the lord mayor, 
with a numerous and mraged guard of ^tendants, his Icxdship was 
suddenly seized witK such a frightfttl indkposition, that he was 
incapable of examiniag the matter : so that the Chancellor was 
earned to the Tower by his own consent, topreserire hiBsaelf from 
the fury c^tbe rabble, 

Dec. 14, bis H^hness by ea^ 'marches came to Windsor, where 
lie was received with all kind of respect and submission by the mayor 
and aUeroen in their formalitaes, and congratulated in an ekegaaat 
apeedb, the Prince of Denmark's lodgings being provided for bis 
mception. Whilst his Highness was preparing for Ximdon, he had 
notice that the King designing to pass the seas in disguise, having 
betaken himself, accompanied on^ fay two or three persons, in a 
snmll vessel to flea, Svaa forced by foiu weather, upon the coast of 
Kent, near Fever shan, and as soon » he came to that town, was 
seisEed upon by the mukitude, there being a report at that time, that 
several persons were making their esca]^ out of the land^ and 
being' ignorant who he was^ &ey carried htm to a house in tbe town, 
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rifling btm of some jewels, a considerable quantity of gold, and his 
crucinic, which he yerj miich valued ; but at last, the King being 
known by a sentleman who came to see the prisoners they had 
taken, and fell on his knees to pay him duty : the common people 
were strangely surprized, a great number instantly rethring, and 
others begged his p^irdon, offering to restore what they had taken 
from him ; but the Kin? refused to take his gold again, giving it 
them freely : however, tiis person was detained till the news or his 
being there could be carried to London. , . 

The lords who first assembled in the city, being then at White- 
hall^ and having notice of it, sent the Lords Feversham, Aylesbury, 
Yarmouth and Middleton, to the King, with their earnest desires 
that he would be pleased to return to his royal palace at London ; 
to which, though at first he shewed some unwillingness, yet being 

Sressed thereto, he at length condescended ; the servants of "his 
lousehold, who went along with the lords, having brought him 
money and clothes, those be had being old, and rent in the searching 
him before he was known ; but his Highness the Prince of Orange, 
being fiilly determined to come to London with all speed, it was 
upon^ consultation thought very inconvenient, in regard it might ^ 
create daily disputes and quarrels between the soldiers of both 
parties, and in divers other respects for tljief King and himself, to 
. DO there at one and the same time; therefore, upon notice of the 
King's returning. Monsieur Zulestein was sent to meet him on the 
way, and to intreat him to return to Rochester, which the King 
would certainly have done, had not Monsieur Zulestein missed him, 
by taking andther road ; so that the King arrived at Whitehall on 
Sunday, Dec. 16, in the etening^ attended by three troops of the 
life«guard, and a troop of grenadiers, a 'set of boys following him 
through the city, and making some huzzas, while the rest of the 

feople silently looked on; from thence the Kin^ sent the Eari of 
eversham to the Prince then at Windsor, to invite his Highness to 
come to St; James's^ and take that palace as his residence, with 
what number of troops he thought convenient ; the Prince deliberating 
with the lords about this message, was advised by no means to 
accept of this invitation, and there heins a necessity his Highness 
should be in town the next day, the following paper signed by the 
Prince, was ordered to be carried to the King the next day by the 
Lords therein mentioned. 

" We desire you, the Lord Marquis of Haliikx, the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, and the Lord Delamere, to tell the King that it is 
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thought eooTenient for the ereater safety of his person, that he do 
reipove to H^m, where he shall be attended by guards, who will be 
ready to preserve him from any disturbance. Given at Windsor, 
Dee. 17, 1688." 

And further to prevent the possibility of any disturbance, it was 
resolved, that his liighness's guards should be possessed of all th^ 
posts and avenues about Whitehall before the paper was delivered ; . 
and it was computed that these guards might have reached White- 
hall by eiffht o clock at ni^ht, but they were so hindered by the 
foulness of the ivays, that it was past ten before they arrived, and 
there being difficulty made of withdrawing the King's guards, so 
much time was spent that the lords could not proceed in their message 
till past twelve^ so that the King was in bed;.but to preserve decency 
and respect, and not break hastily in upon him, they 'sent the Lord 
Middletoh, his principal secretary of state, the following letter : 
<< My Lord, 

^ There is a message to be delivered to his Majesty from the 
Prinze, which is of so great importance, that we who are charged 
with it, desire we may be immediately admitted, and therefore 
desire t6 *know where we majr find your lordship, that you may 
introduce, mv lord, your lordship's most humble servants, &c.'' 

The Lord Middleton upon the receipt thereof, came and introduced 
them to the King, and their lordships having made an apology for 
coming at a time that might disturb ^im, the Prince's message was 
delivered to the King, who reading it said, that he would readily 
comply ; the lords as they were directed, humbly desired, that if it 
might be with his Majesty's conveniency, he would be pleased to 
remove so earl^, as to be at Ham by noon, thereby to prevent his 
meeting the Prince in his way to London ; to this the King readily 
agreed, and asked if he might not appoint what servants should 
attend him ; the lords replied, it was wholly left to bis Majesty* 
The lords then took their leaves, but were instantly sent for back 
by the King, who told them he had forgot to acquaint them with 
his resolution before the message came, to send the Lord Godolphin 
the next morning. to the Prince, to propose his going back to 
Rochester, he finding by the message Monsieur Zulestein was 
charged with, that the Prince had no mind he should be at London, 
and therefore he now desired that he might rather return to Itoches- 
ter : the lords replied, that they would immediately send an account 
to the Prin^, and doubted not of an answer to his satisfaction, and 
accordingly, dispatching a messenger to the Prince, who was then at 
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Sion house, the Sieur benting by eight next morning, sent a letter 
by the Prince's order, agreeing to the King's proposal, and the 
guards and barges being prepared to attend him, and bis coaches 
and sumpters to follow, ne reached Gravesend on the 18th in the 
evening, and passed over land in his coach, attended b^ the Earl 
of Arran and several others, and made his residence in Sir Ri- 
chard Head's house. 

In the afternoon of the same day, his Highness with a very splendid 
equipage, and a numerous attendance, arrived at St. James's, and 
received^ the congratulations of all the nobility, and persons of 
chiefest Equality in the town ; the people crowding to see their 
deliverer, and expressing their satisfaction at so happy a revolution, 
by ringing of bells, bonfires, and all the public demonstrations of 
joy imaginable. 

A remarkable accident happened between the King's first going 
to Rochester and his return to London, a general alarm being^ given 
one night about midnight, at almost one and the same time, in the 
most considerable cities and towiis in England, upon pretence that 
the Irish were killing,, burning, and destroying all before them, 
which seemed to be carried on industriously by persons set on pur- 

Eose to spread that ftdse report, or else it can hardly be imagined 
ow it should have' beeh done al so manj' distant places at once, 
which threw the people, into a great surprize and consternation, till 
the day appeared and convinced them of the fallacy; but the real 
occasion hereof was never yet generallv understood. 

Upon the arrival of his Highness, the common council of London 
assembled, and unanimously agreed, that the sherifi*s and all the al- 
dermen of the city, with their deputies, and two common council- 
men for each ward, should wait on and congratulate his Highness 
upon his happy arrival, in the name of the city of London, and ac- 
cordingly, on the 20th of December, the Lord Mayor being indis- 
posed by sickness. Sir George Treby, the Recorder, in ,a most ele- 
gant speech, thus addressed his Highness : 
^< Msnr it please your Highness, 
^^ The Lord Mayor being disabled by sickness, your Highness is 
attended by th^ aldermen and commons of the capital city of this 
kingdom, deputed to congratulate your Highness upon tn^s great 
and glorious occasion, in which, labouring for words, we cannot but 
come short in expression. Reviewing our late danger, we remem- 
ber our church and state overrun by Popery and arbitrary power, 

N . 



«0 THE HISTORY OF THE 

and brought to a point of destruction J>y the conduct of men that 
were our true invaders, that broke the sacred fences of our laws, 
and, which was wcurse, the very constitution of our legislature, so 
that there was no remedy left us. The only person under heaven 
that could apply this remedy was your Highness. You are of a na- 
tion, whode alliance, in all times, has been agreeable and pros- 
perous to us; you are of a family most illustrious bene&ctors to- 
mankind ; to have the title of Sovereign Prince, Stadtholder, aiid 
to have worn the imperial crown, are among their lesser dignities ; 
they have long enjoyed a dignity sin&;ular and transcendent, that is, 
< To be champions of Almighty God, sent forth in several a^s to 
vindicate his cause against the greatest oppressions.' To this di- 
vine commission our nobles, our gentry, and, amongst them, our 
brave English soldiers, render themselves and their arms upon your 
appearing. 

'< Great Sir! when we look back the last month, and contemplate 
the swiftness and fulness of our deliverance, astonished, we think it 
miraculous. Your Highness, led by the hand of heaven and called by 
the voice of the people, ^as preserved our dearest interest, the Pro- 
testant religion, which is primitive Christianity ; restored our laws, 
which are our ancient title to our lives, liberties, and estates, and 
without which the world were a wilderness. But what retribution 
can we make to your Highness ? our thoughts are full charged 
with gratitude ; your Highness has a lasting monument in the hearts, 
in the prayers, in the praises, of all good men among ns, and late 
posterity will celebrate your ever glorious name till time shall be 
no more." • 

At the same time the high sheriff, nobility, and gentiy of the 
eountj^ of Cambridge, presented another address to bis Highness, 
wherein they implorea his protection and aid to rescue the nation 
firom Popery ana slavery, and assured him they would contribute 
their utmost endeavours for perfecting so glorious a work, returning 
his Highness their unfeigned thanks for the progress he had made 
therein, with so much cost, labour, and hazard, both by sea and land. 

But in the midst of these transactions, the King having continued 
some days at Rochester, on the 82d of December, betweeii two and 
three in the morning, going a back way, with great secreinr and 
caution hastened to the sea side, taking only with him Mr. Kalph 
Sheldon and Mr. Delabody, with whom he embarked in a vessel 
that lay for his transportation to France, to follow his Queen, as 
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had been a^eed betwixt tKem, learixig the following paper of 
reasons behind him, for withdrawing himself from Rochest^, said 
to be written by his own hand, and ordered by him to be published. 

^ The world cannot wonder at my withdrawing myself now this 
second time. I might have expected somewliat better usage after 
what I wrote to the Prince of Orange by my Lord Fev^rsham, and 
the instructions I gave him ; but instead of an' answer, such as I 
might have hoped for, what was I to expect after the usage I re- 
ceived by the making the said Earl prisoner, against the practice and 
law of nations ? the sending his own guards at eleven at night to 
take possession of the posts at Whitehall, without advertising me 
in the least manner of it? the sending to me at one o^dock, 
after midnight, when I was in bed, a kind of an order, by three 
lords, to be gone oat of mine own palace before twelve that same 
morning ? After all this, how could I hope to be safe, so long as I 
was in the power of one, who had not only done this to me, and 
invaded m^ Kingdoms without any just occasion given htm for it, 
but that did, by his first declaration, lay the greatest aspersion upoa 
me that malice could invent, in that clause of it which concerns my 
son? I appe^ to. all that know me, nay, even to himself, that, in 
their consciences, neither he nor they can believe me in the, least 
capable of so unnatural a villainy, nor of so little common, sense to 
be imposed on in a thing of such a nature as that Wbilt had I 
then to expect from one who, bv all arts, hath taken sudii pains to 
make me appear as blad£ as hell to my own neople, as well as to 
all the wond besicks ? What effect that hath nad at home alt man- 
kind have, seen, by so general a defection in my army, as well as 
in the nation, amongst all sorts of people. 

^^ 1 was both free, and desire to continue so; and though I have 
ventured my life very frankly on several occasions, for the good and 
honour of mv country, and am as free to do it a^n, (and which I 
hope I yet shall do, as old as I am, to redeem it from the slavery 
it is like to fall under,) yet I think it not convenient to expose my- 
self to be secured, as not to be at liberty to effect it, and for that 
reason do withdraw, but so as to be within call whensoever the na- 
tion's eyes shall be opened, so as to see how they have been abused 
and imposed u])on bv the specious pretences of religion and pro- 
perty. I hope it will please God to touch their hearts, out of his 
infinite merc^, and to make them sensible of the ill condition they 
are in, and bring them to such a temper that a legal parliament 
may be called, and that, amongst other things whioh may be neces- 
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sapy to be done, they will agree to liberty of conscience for all Pro- 
tectant dissenters, and that those of my own persuasion may be so 
far considered, and have such a share of it, as they may live peace- 
ably and quiedy, as Englishmen and Christians ought to do, and 
not to be obliged to transplant themselves, which would be very 
grievous, especially to such as love their own countr)' ; and I appeal 
to all men, who are considering men, and have had experience, whe- 
ther any thing can make this nation so great and flourisbino; as li- 
berty of conscience ? Some of our neighbours, dread it. I could 
add much more to confirm all I have said, but now is not the proper 
time. Rochester, Dec. 22, 1688." 

Upon these reasons we mav make these few cui^sory remarks: 
that as to the detaining of the Earl of Feversham, who was sent 
without a pass in a time oft>pen war, it may be very well justified ; he 
having likewise disbanded the army, and left them at large to lie upon 
the country. The message for his removal from Whitehall was ma- 
naged, as we have heard, with all the respect and decency imagin- 
able, and absolutely necessary upon sevend accounts, as well as for 
the preservation of his own person, whose late actions, especially 
his extraordinary severity in the west, had raised him many inve- 
terate enemies, who now might have taken the 6pportunity of offer- 
ing violence to him ; that his Highness had sufficient reason for 
this gloriout^ expedition the Kins had made the nation too sensible 
jo(; and as for the business of the child, it is well known that his 
zeal for the Catholic cause made him shut his eyes to all other con- 
. siderations whatsoever; and, besides, it was managed with such a 
number of suspicious circumstances, that we are told one of jhis 
own commanders in Ireland should say, ^' That the Princeof Orange 
had one plausible pretence for his invasion, namely, that of the 
Prince of Wales ; since, if it was a real birth, the court managed 
the matter so as if they had industriously contrived the nation 
should give no credit to it." As to his hopes of conquering us, we 
have as great hopes and better reason to believe the contrary, since 
the people will scarce be ever fond of giving up their religion, 
laws, liberties, and estates, to the will of an arbitrary Prince, or 
ever submit to a Fren,ch government. As to a parliament, we may 
think he did not design to call any, since, some time before his de- 
parture, he ordered all the writs that ](vere not sent out to be burnt, 
and a caveat to be entered against the making use of such as were 
already sent into the countries. As to liberty of conscience, which 
he seems so much to value, his proceedings in Irelfind and against 
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the universities, together with his recalling the Protestant minis- 
ters from preaching to the English merchants in Popish countries, 
witb manjoth^r instanced that might be given, are sufficient de- 
monstrations of the redlity of his intentions therein. 

Soon after we had an account that the King was arrived in - 
France and gone to the court, where his Queen came some time be- 
fore, having, as soon as she landed, sent, as it is said, the following 
letter to that King : 

'^ An unfortunate Queen, all bathed in tears, has deemed it no 
trouble to expose herself to the greatest perils of the sea, on pur- 
pose to seek an asj^lum and protection in the dominions of the great- 
est and most glorious Monarch in the world ; her bad fortune has 
procured her a happiness, which far distant nations have sought 
with eagerness ; imv does the necessity lessen the value, while she 
makes choice of the same sanctuary before any other that she might 
have found in any other place : she is persuaded that his Majesty 
will look upon it as a demonstration of the singular esteem she has 
of bis ^reat and royal qualities, that she intrusts him with the Prince 
of Wal6s, who is all she has most dear and precious in the world. 
He is too young to partake witb her in the acknowledg^nents due 
for his protection; that acknowledgment is entirely in the heart 
of his mother, who, in the midst of all her sorrows, enjoys this 
consolation, to live sheltered under the laurels of a Prince, who 
surpasses all that ever was of most exalted and mighty upon earth." 

These fulsome flatteries, which were so admired by that King, 
jdoubtless moved him to entertain her with great tenderness, and 
made way for the reception of the King her husband^ who soon 
after arrived there, and had St. Germain's allowed for their resi- 
dence, with such a revenue as that King could spare, from his other 
mighty expenses, for their subsistence ; though it is a que^ion whe- 
ther King James consulted his own interest in flying to the French 
King, for, certainly, after all that he had done atbome, to see him 
harbour^himself with the enemv of the English name, the contriver 
and adviser of all the mischiefs, for several years perpetrated in 
the kingdom, what could more convict him of the oppressions of 
his reign, or more inveterately alienate the people's affections from 
him i Upon the King's second withdrawing, Portsmouth, that held 
out with some obstinacy, under the Duke of Berwick and Sir Ed- 
w&^rd Scott, deputy governor, submitted, and received a garrisons 
sent thither by the Prince's order. 
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And now, to fill up this breach and rapture in the governmenti 
the lords, spiritual and temporal, immediately met in the House of 
Peers at Westminster, where they drew up an humble address, 
which thej presented to his Highness, requesting him, in this con- 
juncture, to take upon him the administration of public affairs, both 
civil and military, and the disposal of the public revenue, for the 
preservation of the Protestant religion, rights, laws, liberties, pro- 
perties, and the peace of the nation, and to take into his particular 
care the present condition of Ireland, and to use speedy and effec- 
tual means to prevent the danger threatening that kingdom. 

At the same time, these honourable lords further humbly re- 
quested ; ^^ That his Highness would please to cause letters to be 
written, subscribed by himself, and the lords, spiritual and temporal, 
being Protestants, to the several counties, universities, cities and 
boroughs, &c. directed to the chief magistrates of each, within ten 
days after the receipt thereof, to choose such a number of persons 
to represent them, as are of right to be sent to parliament. Both 
which addresses were presented to the Prince at St. James's, who 
answered, that he had consideried their advice, and that he would 
•endeavour to secure the peace of the nation, till the meeting of the 
Convention, Jan. 2S next, aiid that he would forthwith issue out 
letters to that purpose ; and that he would apply the public revenues . 
to their proper use, and likewise endeavour to put Ireland into such 
a condition, as that the Protestant religion, and the English 
intei^est, might be maintained in that kingdom ; further assuring 
them, that as he came hither for the preservation of the Protestant 
religion, and the laws and liberties of the kingdom, so he should 
always be ready to expose himself in any hazard for the defence of 
the same." 

His Highness likewise sent for all such as had been members of 
parliament in the reign of Charles II. together with the alder- 
men and common-council of th«» city of London, to meet him 
at St. James's, to advise the best manner how to pursue the ends c^ 
his declaration, in calling a free parliament, for the preservaticm of 
the Prote^ant religion, the restoring of the rights and liberties of 
the kingdom, and settling the same, that they might not be in danger 
of being a^in subverted. Upon which, they met accordingly, and 
after his Highness had thus graciously expressed himself to them, 
they instantly concluded to go to the House of Commons, where 
l>eing sate, they chose Henry Powle, esq. their chairman, and then 
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itew up an address to the Prince, returning his Highneds their 
hearty thanks, and expressing their extraordinary acknowledgment, 
for the care he had taken of their religion, laws and liberties, 
humbly intreating him to take upon hiqa the administration of the 

fovernment, &c. which being presented to his Highness at St. 
ames's, he returned the same answer as he had done to the lords. 

7?he news of his Highness's success, and prosperous proceedings 
arriving in Holland, all the persons of quality that il^ere at the 
Httgue, appeared at court to compliment her Uoyal Highness the 
Princess of Orange thereupon, and soon after their electoral High- 
nesses of Brandenburg arrived there, and were entertained very 
. splendidly upon that occasion ; and the States General sent three 
deputies to England, to congratulate his Highness, who landing at 
the Tower, were received with the discharge of the cannon, and 
conducted to the lodgings appointed for them, with a very splendid 
equipage. 

Dec. 30, his Highness issued out a declaration, to authorise 
sheriffs, justices of peace, and all other officers except Papists, to 
continue and act in their respective places, till further order ; and a 
second declaration, for the better quartering of soldiers : that none 
should be quartered upon private houses,, without the free and 
voluntary consent of the owner; and awhile after, the following 
association for the preservation of his Highness^'s person, which had 
been promoted, and signed through most counties of England, with 
great cheerfulness and alacrity, was signed also by several noblemen 
and others, at St. James's. 

*^ We whose names ar^ hereunto subscribed, who have joined 
with the Prince of Orange, for the defence of the Protestant reli- 
gion, and for maintaiifiing the ancient government, and the laws 
and liberties of England, Scotland and Ireland: do engage to 
Almighty God, to his Highness the Prince of Orange, and to one 
another, to stick firm to this cause, and to one another in defence of it; 
and never to depart from it till our religion, our laws and liberties 
are so far secured to us in a free parliament^ that ,we shall be no 
Baore in danger of falling under Popery and slavery. And whereas 
we are engaged in this common cause, under the protection of the 
Prince of Orange ; by which means his person may be exposed to 
dangers, and to the desperate and cursed attempts of the Papists, 
and other bloody men : we do therefore solemnly engage, both to 
God and to one andther, that if any sxich attempts are made ujpon 
him, we will pursue not only those that make them^ but all their 
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adherents, and all that we find in arm» against ns, with the utmost 
severities of a just revenge to their riiin and final destruction : and 
that the execution of any such attempt, (which God of his mercy 
forbid) shall not divert us from prosecuting this cause, which we do 
now undertake ; but that it shall engage us to carry it on with all 
the vigour that so barbarous a practice shall deserve." 

After this, his Highness published a declaration, to command all 
Papists to depart within three days, out of London and Westminster, 
and ten miles about, under penalty of suffering the utmost severity 
of the law ; and about the same time, the country people seized a 
great number of persons in Kent, and other places, endeavouring 
to make their escape beyond sea, who were committed to seversu 
prisons till further. orders. And to shew the readiness dnd zeal of the 
people to support his Highness, he had no soonec signified to the 
city of London, that the ^necessary expenses he had been at, had 
near exhausted the public revenues ; but that they instantly ordered 
a committee to attend him, to know what sum might be necessary, 
and oiie hundred thousand pounds being named, the generous 
citizens immediately came to Guildhall, and made subscriptions for 
three hundred thousand pounds, which was paid in to admiration, 
within a very few days. 

Affairs being now in a promising way of settlement in England, ' 
let us take a brief view of Scotland, to whom his Highness, before 
his arrival, had likewise sent a declaration to the same effect^ with 
that sent to England, some expreissions only being varied according to 
the different circumstances of both nations ; his Highness declaring, 
*^ That by the influence of those evil counsellors, who designed to 
render themselves the absolute masters of the lives, honours and 
estates of the subjects, without being restrained by any rule or law, 
a most exorbitant power had- been exercised in imposing bbnds and 
oaths upon whole shires ; in permitting free quarters to soldiers ; in 
imprisoning gentlemen without any reason, forcing them to accuse 
and witness against themselves; in imposing arbitrary* fines ; fright* 
ing and harassing many parts of the country, with intercommuning ;_ 
making some incur the forfeiture of life and fortune, for the most 
general and harmless converse, even with their nearest relations, 
outlawed; empowering officers and soldiers to act upon the subjects 
living in quiet, and full peace, the greatest barbarities : in destroy* 
ing them by hanging, shooting, and drowning them, without any 
form of law, or respect to a^ie or sex, not giving some of them time 
to pray to God for mercy ; flid this for no other reason, but because 
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ihej would not answer or satisfy them in such questions, as they 
proposed to them, without any warrant of law, and against the 
common interest of mankind, which frees all men from being obliged 
to discover iheir secret thoughts, besides a great many other 
violences and oppressions, to which that poor nation hath been 
exposed, without any hope of having apy end put to them, or to 
have relief from ;them. And th9t the arbitrary and illegal proceed- 
. ings of these evil counsellors might be justified, such a declaration 
hath been procured by them, as strikes at the root of the govern- 
ment, and overturns the most sacred rights of it ; in making all par- 
liaments unnecessary, and taking away all defences of religion, 
liberty jand propirty, by an assumed and asserted absolute power, 
to which, obedience is required without reserve, which every ffood 
Christian is persuaded is due to God Almighty alone, all wnose 
commandments are always Just and good, &c. 

Upon his Highnesses arrival and happy progress in England, the 
terror thereof wrought so efiectuallv upon those Popish ana arbitrary * 
ministers of state, in Scotland, who were sensible of their own 
^uilt, that they thought of nothing but to make their escape from 
justice, which some had the luck to do, others were seized : and the 
multitude rising in divers places, demolished the mass houses, and 
burnt the Popish trinkets, yea, proceeded to several violences and 
disorders, which occasioned the death and wounding of many per- 
sons, even in Edinburgh itself; of which, the Scotch noblemen and 
gentlemen in London, having notice, they resolved to 'attend his 
Highness the Prince of Orange, and lay before him the willingness 
of the people of Scotland to submit ta bis protection, and his High- 
ness having notice of their intentions, caused such ofthem as were 
in town, to be advertized to meet him at St. James's, January 7, to 
whoiu he made the following speech : 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^^The only reason that induced me to undergo so great an under- 
taking was, that I saw the laws and liberties of these kingdoms 
overturned, and the Protestant religion in imminent danger, and 
seeing you are so many noblemen and gentlemen, I have ceuled you 
together, that I may nave your advice what is to be done, for the 
securing of the Protestant religion, and restoring your laws and 
liberties, according to my declaration." 

After which, the lords and gentlemen went to the council- 
chamber, at Whitehall, and choosing Duke Hamilton their president, 
they drew up an address, which they presented to the rrince, to 
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tbis elTeet : ^TM %ij rendered his Qigbn^as tbeir b^m^ tbs^oka, 
|b(r ]m8 f}Q^s md pneroi|i^ u^rt^l^ng^ 8(,c« desirii^ him ta take 
^pcta bin the ^^nuni^tratiao ^ i^$Hltir^ ^yi\ wd luililary, in Scot? 
imiflj till tbe gQiieiral w^ting of the esta^tes, wbkh they bumbly 
i^^;e4 bis Highiie^ to call tP W h^4 s^t £4inburgb» M^^vcih 1% 
[)l£oiwipg." This addiff^8 wa9 9u]tiscrib^ by tbi<V ^^''^^ ^^ 
^%^ty npHeip^a; bW Hi^hll^s8 Wured them thsit be would 
do %ll tw.t tbej r^ftired, and the newa ther^f coining to Edia- 
hmrgh, was r^geiw^ witb th^ almost d^mioQBtFatijQiis of joj aad satis- 
&ction. 

Thie flections for tb^ conyention at Westioinster, had in some 
places been g^ner^Ilj ngt^de witb.<?aj^ thg^ Sjtrivi^gs and beats that 
fire usual uppji £^cb opc^siofi^, 9#d seemed to be a good prognostic 
^pyit tbejr d^Wes would b^ (^ifu^ and tend to a apeedy semeiaent ; 
and accordingly, thd 2^4 pf J.a9U9iyb$iQg cofm% im I^Of^ spiritual 
^tempoor^J^ and Qc^moiis, 9^s§mbted at Weftminster ; tbe Lord 
li^^t o^HaUM officiiit^d as ^eabex in the House of Lords, and 
ibe Commons cbo^e JS^eary Poi^j^ ^sq. to be theic speajier. After 
-which, 1^ jitter frpna. bis Migbmsft tbp Frimce of Orai^ge waa read i%^ 
both bOM^Qs, W^ tbp occ^ipn of tb^ii? meetiag^ wb^veiA his Highness 
ded^r^, ^^ That he bad end^^^vp^^^, tP the utiuost pf hi3 power^ 
tP. perforin wh^t was< d^siiredpf biip, io. order to. tbe puMk peace 
and safety, and th^t be 4m1 9Pt koiow any thing which had beea 
omittpd th^t niigbt tei^d tp tbp presQcvation of tbeaiy sinice the ad* 
Qiiwi^tration of a^irs was put i^tp .his hands : 9XiA that it now lay 
uppo them to lai^ the fojanda^tipn of a, firii) secuisify for their religion, 
laws and liberties ; that b^ did not dpub^ buib that by such a full 
and free rei^respnJMiv^ of the mtmn ^» was. then me^ tbe eads oli 
bis declaration would bp tiAtaiinect;: ^d since it bad^ pleased GoA 
hitherto to bless his good intenticHl^ witbsucb great success, he to*uatedf 
in him that he would complete his pw4;wprJl^ by sending a spirit of 
pep/i^ aod ynipa to influence tb^ir couAci^ that no interruption 
might be give« tp.a h^ppy and lastiqg settlement; be then Fepce- 
s^jjited to m^m,iim df^Pgerou^ coqd^tipn of the Protestante in Iiseland, 
aj^ the present st^ti^ of things, abroad) which required their early, 
a^i^t^oicp i^ainst ct. ppMOerfol enemy, wbo haddpoinred war, against 
tbemy 9nd whiich he iid* npt doubt, but without any unseasoaable 
divisions among themselves, th^y would t^ke ^at e&ctual care 
abput." 

This letter bei^g read and approved of, the Lords, and: Gomm^ms 
presentj^di^n addicec^to bi&i H^ghnpss, ^^T,hat being highly sensible 



df tli^ grekt deliv^niti^^ of itiis kingdohi irofti T^tty and arbitrdrj 
MW^r, and that tfieir pr^a^t^iitidn itkxi tittder God, was owin^ to 
m Hightie^, th^y retuhied bim tli^ii^ LutifBte thanks at; the glorious 
in^tirumeiit t>f so gr^ki a blessiii^^ arid did ftirther acknmvledgd the 
gteilt care b^ had taken ih administering the public affairs t6 thdt 
thfiey humbly desiring that hife Highness Tf^dtild contitiu^ the ad- 
nfilniitration thereof, till fuHlier anplication should b^ &ade by 
them, which should be expedited #itii all coAV^nierit speed." This 
addi^ss being presented, Janiiarf S9, 1688, hid Highness r^iuthed 
th^m this kmweit : 

<^ My Lordjs and Gentle^^h, 

<< I am giitA thtt #bat I have doii^ h^ pU^i^A f6fl, and sSri^ 
yoii desire ttte to continue the admin idtfatioi^ of affaire, I am i;Hllin^ 
ib accept it. I must tel:ottiiiiend ib you the consideratioh of affairs 
abi^oad, which ihak^th it fit fo^ y6u to eicpediie your bti^n^sd, ndt 
oiily fbr makitfig a settlement at bokhe tpoh a godd fMrndati6tf, biit 
for the safety of all Europe." 

Aft^ttbi^, the Lords Md C6nfimohd 6f A^ifdA tiSstjt 6f p^dMic ttethks- 
givihg to be fc^pH thtbuglMMil-the kbiMtfttiy to render ptarde to Af- 
jtiighty God, for having triads hi&HlgHh^^ th^ Prince of Orange' th^ 

florioite iristrunf^nt of the greatt deliterahdt^ dt this krngdota f^m 
, ^t^peitf and atbitrary powfer. 

As to the condttioti cf Ireland, tbd Earl of TyrcoMiel^ af Viofetit 
Papisf, being made lortf lietitenant of that kingdom by King Janii^^, 
as a fit hiMruAierit to carry on Wia dedigh^, gaf^ die Irish gf^M 
hopes of subduing the English, by his first cash'i^rl^g' (bibFti^ 
t^Btaiit officers arid soldiers that itef^ itt anrfif^, aMd th^ri by turning 
out the officers and ministers of j[ti8tic6; aAd thoridi ^dttiplairits w6l^6 
xuade against his p^oceedhigs in th^ court of England, yet th^y 
Were' riot regardetf, but he rather eritotiTaged in his ^ri^ei^rize^, 
which dccasi^n^d snch dread of ftitrire iriiscftieft, that £vei^s left thb 
kingdom, some going fbr riotiarid, others fbr Scotland arid Englarirf. 
Thirigs continued' in this dan|;eroM pdstuTe, till the news of the 
iiltended enterpriz^ of the FrtMtl at Ot^nge arrhred theiKe, upott 
^kieb, Tyrctfnnef #as very active to* sectri'e the Romari Cathbfiib 
interest iri Ireland: haprisonfrig aritf dlsartlfing th^ Prbtestarit^, 
and sending oyer three thousand of the choicest Irish' sbhfiei^ 16 
assist King James; brit upon rioficeof hid flight into France, he 
called his- Popish co\in6S together^ a(nd told thieM', that now wds the 
tim(^ for their standing Up for their oburitry, to secUr0 jt againctt all 
their eriemies; and as for hiis part, if his ttiastel^ hiiri^^Kshould i^om*^ 

o2 
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mand hiin^to deliver up the sword, he should think it his ^utj to 
refuse it in this juncture ; and thereupon, spreading the news all 
over the country, he caused the Irish every where to arm themselves 
with such weapons as they could get ; this tumultuous rabble herd- . 
ing together, plundered the Protestants* houses, drove away their 
cattle, fired their stacks of corn and hay, murdered some, and bar- 
barously used others : > insomuch^ that the Protestants being ex- 
tremely afirighted, many of them fled for their lives, leaving their 
estates behind them ; and though several of the Protestant nobility 
and gentry made head in the north, yet they found themselves un- 
able to resist the fury of their numerous adversaries; however, they 
defeated several parties of Irish, and fortified Londonderry, Sligo, 
the Isle of InniskiUing, and other places which they thought 
tenable ; for now, Tvrconnel gave orders for stopping the ports, to 
prevent any more irom going "away, and made many large and 

Slausible proposals, to induce them to join with him, though they 
ad very little effect upon them. 

The convention at Westminster were still upon serious debates, 
about the present condition of the kingdom, and in the mean time, 
it was thought necessaiy to have the presence of her Highness the 
Princess of Orange in England ; whereupon, a squadron of English 
and Dutch men of war were ordered to wait upon her, till her 
equipage could be got ready, and the wind served to bring 0¥er her 
Highness ; and after the Lords and Commons had duly weighed the 
circumstance of the King's departure, they at length came to the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

^ Resolved, that King James IL having endeavoured to subvert 
the constitution to this kingdoiti, by breaking the original contract 
between King and people ; and by the advice of Jesuits and' other 
wicked persons, having violated the fundamental laws, and hsCving 
withdrawn himself out of this kingdom, hath abdicated the govern- 
ment, and the throne is thereby vacant." 

In pursuance of which resolution, the following declaration was 
drawn up in order to such an establishment, as that the religion, 
laws and liberties of the kingdom, might not again be in danger, 
and for vindicating the ancient rights and liberties of the people in 
these words : 

" Whereas, the late King James 11. by the assistance of divers 
evil counsellors, judges, and ministers employed by him, did en- 
deavour to subvert and extirpate the Protestant religion, and the 
laws and liberties of this kingdoifi, by assuming and exercising a 
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poirer of dispensing with, and suspending of laws, and the execu- 
tion of laws without consent of parliament. By committing and 
prose<iuting divers worthj prelates, for humbly petitioning to be 
excused from concurring to the said* assumed power; by issuing, 
and causing to be executed, a commission under the great seal, for 
erecting a court, called, ^ The court of commissioners for ecclesias* 
tical causes.* By levying money for, and to the use of^ the crown, 
by pretence of prerogative, for other time, and in other manner 
than the same was granted by parliament. Bv raising and keeping a 
standing army within this kingdom in time of peace, without consent 
of parliament, and quartering soldiers, contrary to law. By causing 
several good subjects, being Protestants, to be disarmed at the same 
time, when Papists were both armed and employed, contrary to 
law. By violating the freedom of election of members to serve in 
parliament. By prosecutions in the court of Kipg's bench, for 
matters and causes cognizable only in parliament; and by divert 
other arbitrary illegal courses. 

^^And whereas, of late vears, partial, corrupt, and unqualified 
persons, have been returnedf, and served on juries in trials, and par- 
ticularly divers jurors in trials for high treason, who were not 
freeholders. • And excessive bail hath been required of persons 
committed in criminal cases, to elude the benefit of the laws made 
for the liberty of the subjects : and excessive fines have been im- 
posed. And illegal and cruel punishments inflicted. And several 
grants and promises made of fines and forfeitures, before any con- 
viction or judgment against the persons, upon whom the same 
were to be levied ; all which are utterly and directly contrary to the 
known laws and statute^, and freedom of ihis realm. And whereas, 
the said late King James II. having abdicated the government, and 
the throne being thereby vacant. 

"His Highness the Prince of Orange, (whom it hath pleased 
Almighty God to make the glorious. instrument of delivering this 
kingdom fi*om. Popery and an>itrary power,) did, by the advice of 
the Lords, spiritual and temporal, and divers principal persdns of 
the Commons, cause letters to be written to the Lords, spiritual 
and temporal, being Protestants : and other letters to the several 
counties, . cities, universities, boroughs, and cinque ^orts, for the 
choosing of such persons to represent them, as were of right to be sent 
to parliament; to meet and sit at Westminster, January 22, J688, 
in order to ^uch an establishment, as that their religion, laws and 
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liberties ipight not a^iabe in danger of beio^ stlbverted; upoft 
which letters^ elections having been accordingly made, 

^< And thereupon the said Lords, spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, pursuant to theirtrespectiye letters and elections, being 
now assembled in a fiiU and flree representative of this nation, 
taking into their most serious cohsideraiion the best means for at*- 
taining the ends aforesaid, do, in the first place, (as their ancestors 
in like case have usually done,) for the vmdicating and asserting 
their ancient rights and liberties, declare, that the pretended power 
of suspending of iaws^^ or the execution of laws by regal authority, 
without consent <^ parliament, is illegal ; that the pretended power 
of dispensing with laws, or the execution of laws by regal autho^ 
rity, as it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal ; that 
the commission for erecting the late court of commissioners for the 
' ecclesiastical causes, and all other commissions and courts of like 
nature, are illegal and pernicious ; that levying money for, or td 
the use of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant of 
parliament, for longer time, or in other manner, than the same is, 
or shall be granted, id illegal ; that ft is the right /)f the subjects to 
petition the Kin^, and- all commitments and prosecutions, for such 
petitioning, are illegal ; that the raising or keeping a standing army 
within the kingdom, in time of peace, unless it 1^ ^rith consent ^ 
parliament, is against law ; that the subjects, which are Plrotestants^ 
may have arms for their defence suitable to their conditions, and as 
allowed by law ; that election of members of parliament oughl to 
be free; that the freedomof speech^ and debates^ or proceedings in 
parliament, ongM not to be impeached or questioned in any court 
or place oiit of parliament ; that excessive mil ought not to be re» 
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish- 
ments inflicted; that iurors ought to be duly impanneKed and re-* 
turned, and jurors, which pass, upon men in trmis for hiffh treason, 
ought to be fireeh«lders; that aU grants and promises <# fines and 
fbmitores of particular persons, before conviction, are illegal and 
void; and that for redress of all grievances, and for the amend-* 
kig, strengthening, and preserving of the ixmSy parliaments ought 
to be held irequenUv. 

^ And they do claim, demand, and insist, upon all and singular 
the preinises, as their undoubted rights and fiberties; and that my 
dteclaration, judgments, doings, or proceedings, to the prejudice of 
dite people in any of the said premises^ ought> in anywise, to be 
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^awn hereafter into conseqHeaee cnt example; ta which demand of 
their right tiiey are particularly encouraged by the declaration of hia 
Highness the Friiice ^f Orange, as being the only means for obtain- 
ing a full redress and remedy therein. 

^< Haviog, therefete^an entire confidence, that his said High* 
nesis the Prince of Orang^ will perfect the dbliverance so &r ad^ 
vaAced by Mm> and will still preserve them from the yii^lation of their 
rights, which they have here asserted^ and firom all other attempts 
upon their religion, rights, and lib^ties, the said Lords, spiritual 
and teyiporal, and Commons, assembled at Westminster, do re*' 
scdve^ that William and Mary, Prince and Princess of Orange be, 
and be declared King wid Queen of England, France^ a»d Ireland, 
iiad the dominions t^reunto betenffinff, to h«4d the ckowa^ and royal 
dignify of the said kingdom 'and dominions, to them,, the said 
Prince and Princess, during their lives, and the life of the survivor 
of them ; and that the sole and full exercise of the re^ power be 
only in, and exeeutted by the said Pk'iaee of Orange, iir tie mmcm 
of the said Prince and Princess, during theur jioifit lives ; and adfter 
tjbeir deceases, the sakt crown and royad dignity of the saidkin^ 
doms and dominions to be to tbe hem of the bod^ of the saidt 
Princess; and for default of such issue^ to the. Prineess Ann; of 
^Denmark) and the heirs of her body ; and iordeSmk of such issue,. 
to the heirs of the body of tl^^ said Prince of Orange ; and the 
X<ml8, spirKtuaL and temporal,, and Commons, do* pray the said 
I^rince and Princess to accept tlie^ same aceoffdingly ; a«l thaA: tiie^ 
qa^ hereafter mentioned be taken by all pen^ns, of wfaon» Hie 
os^ of allegiance a«|d supremacy migt^t be requised by law, tn* 
stoai^ of them ; and thati tas said oaths of aHegiaoee and snpeemairir 
la^^rt^Bjted. 

^^ I, A. B. do sjocerc^ ptmnise and. swear,; tbair. I mil be faithfid 
a^nd bear true aUegiance to. thftir Mfigcstlto, Kingr William and 
Queen Marv ;: so help me God*" 

" I, A- B. do swear^thatl^do^fitom my hear^ abhor, detest, and 
abjure, as impious and heretical, this damnable doctrine and posl- 
tioQ, that PmncfEiS, eacommunicaled on deprived* by the Pope, or 
any authority of the see of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by 
their subjects^ or any other whatsoevec; 

<^ And I do deckre^ that no>fereigu Prince, person, pnelafe,. ^te, 
or potentate,, hath) oroughttohaive anyjurisoiotion) jpoweit, snpe'* 
riprity, pile-eminence^ on authority,, eecteaasttcalior spiritual, withinr 
this realm ; so help me God." 
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This declaration being presented to their Highnesses the Prince 
and Princess of Orange, in the banquettinjs^-house at.Whitehall, on 
Wednesday, February 13, 1688, and their consent thereunto re- 
ceived, they were both, the same day, proclaimed King and Queen 
of England, France and Ireland, &c. at Whitehall-ffate, Temple- 
bar, and the Royal Exchange, many of the Lords and Commons at- 
tending, and the people proclaiming their joj^s by repeated shouts' 
and acclamations. The tenor of the proclamation was as followeth : 

^^ Whereas, it hath pleased Almighty God, in his great mercy to 
this kins^dom, to vouchsafe us a miraculous deliverance from Popery 
and arbitrary power, and that our preservation is due, next under 
Grod, to the resolution and conduct of his Highness the, Printe of 
Orange, whom God hath chosen to Jbe the glorious instrumeilt of. 
such an inestimable happiness to us and our posterity ;; and being 
highly sensible and fully persuaded of the great and eminent virtues 
of her Highness the Princess of Orange, whose zeal for the Pro- 
testant religion will, no doubt, bring a blessing along with her upon 
this nation ; and whereas, the Lords and Commons now assembled 
at Westminster have made a declaration, and presented the same to 
the^aid Prince and Princess of Orange, and therein desired them to 
accept the crown, who have accepted the same accordingly ; we, 
therefore, the Lords, spiritual and temporal, and Commons, toge- 
ther with the Lord Mayor and citizens of London, and others of 
the Commons of this realm, do, with full consent, publish and 
proclaim, according to the said declaration, William ^nd Mary, 
jPrince and Princess of Orange, to be King and Queen of England, 
France, and Ireland, with aU the dominions and territories there- 
unto belonging, who are accordingly so to be owned, djeemed, and 
taken, by all the people of the aforesaid realms and dominions, who 
are, from henceforward, bound to acknowledge and pay unto them 
all faith and true allegiance, beseeching God, by whom Kings 
reign, to bless King William and Queen M^ry, with long and 
happy years to reign over us. God save King* William and Queen 
Mary. 

« JOHN BROWN, Clericus Parliamentoriim." 

It is reported, that his Majesty should thus generously express • 
himself upon this occasion: ^^ That though the regulations seemed 
somewhat harsh, they were easy to him that desired only to be a 
great King ; but with respect to one that aimed to be a tyrant, they 
were not strict enough." 
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' Having thus brought their Majesties to the throne, let us make a 
few remarks upon this wonderttil and unparalleled revolution, and 
so conclude the history of the House of Orange. 

Had a Prince of less secrecy, prudence, courage, and interest, 
undertaken this mighty affair, it might probablj have miscarried; 
but as his cause was better, so his reputatioii, conduct, and pa- 
tience, infinitely exceeded that of King James. He would not stir 
till he daw the French forces sit down before. Philipsburg, and that 
he. was sure France and Germany were irrecoverably engaged, and 
that he should have no other opposition than what the Irish 'and 
English Roman Catholics could make against him, for no English 
Protestant would fieht his country into vassalage and slavery to 
Popish priests and Italian women ; when a parliament, sooner or 
later, must have determined every thin^ in controversy, except they 
were resolved, once for all, to have given up their religion, laws^ 
liberties, and estates, to the will of their, arbitrary Kings, and sub- 
mitted, for ever, to a French government; and, indeed, a nation of 
less sense than the English might have been imposed upon ; of lesft 
bravery and valour, might have been frighted ; of a more servile 
temper, might have neglected their liberties, till it had been too late 
to recover them again; and none but a parcel of Jesuits, unac- 
quainted with their temper and constitution, would ever have 
hoped to have carried two such things, as Popery and arbitrary 
power, both at once, upon a people so jealou j as the English are ; 
and who hate idolatry and tyranny above any nation in the world. 

As for King James II. had he undertaken any thing but these two, 
his vast revenue, his reputed personal valour, and the fame he 
had gained, both at home and abroad, by the defeat of Monmouth's 
invasion, would have gone near to have effected it; and after all, 
if he had, in the beginning of October, freely granted all the pro- 
posals made him by the nobility, and suffered a parliament to have 
met, and given up his evil ministers to justice, and permitted the 
birth of the pretended Prince of Wales to have been freely debated 
and determined in parliament, it would, in all probability, have pre- 
vented this expedition of the Prince of Orange'; but whilst he 
thought to preserve the pretended succession, the dispensing and 
suspending power, and the ecclesiastical commission, to pi:omote 
his future designs, when he had once bafiled the Prince of Orange, 
the nation saw through the project and he lost all. 
, As for the English in cenerai, their interest centres in the main- 
taining the rights and franchises of their kingdom, which renders 
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tkeial thi^ dagr tim freest nation in Europe; a clianuster, 6o fer from 
0q»po«ifig iMm to be like other nations^ a people headatitMSg and 
inconstant, that it gkewE then them to be the most coneid^ate and 
uftdefdtandii^ (people in the world ; in ^ort, though the example 
of a net^bbottring; Priooe had served for ti platform for other 
cronrited beads to enlaive their power beyond the limits prescribed 
by the cottstitations of tiie kingdooi, we see that at the very mo- 
utient that the King began to act like his neighbonr, thej presently 
put a stop to his msign, without the least respeet to his dignity * 
they saw how sorereign authority reigned in Fi^nee, as independent 
of the laws as in Turkey ; ther beheld the iace of the kingdom of 
Sweden and Denmark changeci, by introduding- hereditary succes^' 
don, whereas they were elective before ; they viewed the fece of 
the kingdom of Hungsry^ hi^etofore the seat of liberty, di^gured 

Sr the same innovaiiM; and Poland, that boasts to have preserved 
e ancient laws entire, has, notwithstanding^, snflRered injurious al^ 
terations. In short, which way soever we cast our eyes, 'we shall 
find attempts of the same nature prosper, only in England they have 
feiled, whence we may conclude that, mauj^e all which has been 
said of the finglisfa nation, they are the wisest and most prudent 
people that we know of under the sun. 
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AlING William And Qiieen Marjr beinr procknned in all the 
eouBties, and chi^f cities of Engiaiia, Tvitk ti^ general joy <tf the 
people, addreroefi iv«re daily present^ tbem fpom «eFeral parta, to 
testify then* extreme satis&ction and content in tbeJr being advanced 
to tlie tlirone ; and the oonTention being hj an af?t signed ky the 
King turned into a parliament, in the same wanner as the oonTi^- 
tion was, upon the restoration of Charles IL 1660. They proceeded 
to enact several laws for settling the go¥ema|e<nt open ii» true and 
encient basis ; and several Tvcant ofices bm employments were 
supplied hy their Majesties, «iid Dr. Giihert Bnmet wns iimde 
^snop of Salisbury, in the room 'ct Dr. Seth Ward, deoeased. 

1 have been very brief npon the aflbirs in Englaiid, ikl the happy 
revolution) in 1688, beoanse I hare lately pumished ahookof the 
«ame valne with this, entided, 

<^ The Hiertory of the two late Kings, Charles II. «nd J#tBes IL 
being an impartial account of the moiA renorkahle transac^tioMs, and 
^servable passages ^hnrin^ their rei^; attd the secret French and 
Popish intriffues managed in those tHaes." 

Neither shall I «nlar^e «pon Ifte nfihirs of Ireland, intending 
suddenly to publish the history «€ that kingdvra from ^ ifirKt <con- 
^ucst Aereof b^ King liemry II. to its totm rednction hy the aMns 
■Oi tsieir preoenc Bis^eviies. •^ 

p 2 
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And now both houses of parliament presented an humble address to 
his Majesty about the speedy relief of Ireland; in pursuance 
whereof, the King sent over a proclamation of pardon to all the 
Irish Papists that would lay down their arms, and live peaceably 
under the government, with the full enjoyment of their estates, 
and the private exercise of their religion, which if they refused, 
they were declared rebels and traitors to the Crown of England, 
and their estates to be forfeited and distributed among those that 
should aid and assist in reducing them to obedience ; but Tyrconnel 
endeavoured to hinder the effect thereof, by promising them speedy 
succours from France, and that King James would come in person> 
with a numerous army to their assistance^ and sent several detach^ 
ments of his tattered regiments to seize divers considerable Pro- 
testabts in their houses, who upon notice escaped into the north, 
and strengthened their party; the^ priests stirred up these rascally 
vermin, that were armed with pitchforks, bills, staves, and other 
weapons, to commit all manner of outrages, to the damage of some 
Papists, as well as Protestants, and it was reported that at a consult 
in the council, wherein some Popish bishops assisted, it was moved 
that the only way to clear the country of lieretics, was by a general 
massacre, but Tyrconnel opposed it. In March, the late King 
James took post from Paris to Brest, and. soon after landed in 
Ireland, with a numerous train of officers, but very few soldiers. 

The estates of Scotland met the same month at Edinburgh, in 
pursuance of his Majesty's circulair letters, and King William sent 
thiem the following letter : 

<^ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^^ We are very sensible of the kindness and concern which your 
nation has evinced towards us, and our undertaking for the pre- 
servation of your religion and liberty^ which were in such imminent 
danger. Neither can we in the least doubt your confidence in us, 
after having seen, how far so many of your nobility and gentry have 
owned our declaration, countenancing and concurring with us in 
our endeavours, and desiring us that we would take upon us, the 
administration of affairs, civil and military, and to call a meeting 
of the estates for securing the Protestant religion, and the ancient 
laws and liberties of that Kingdom, which accordingly we have done. 
Now it lies on you to enter upon such consultations as are most 
proper to settle you on sure and lasting foundations, which we hope 
you will set about with all convenient speed, with regard to the 
public good, and to the general interest and inclinations of the 
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people ; that after so much trouble and great sufiering, they may 
live happily and in peace, and that you may lay aside all animosities 
and factions that may impede so good a work. We are glad to find 
that so many of the nobility and gentry, when here in London, were 
8o much inclined to a union of ooth kingdoms, and that they did 
look upon it, as the best means for procunng the happiness of both 
nations, and settling of a lasting peace among them; which would 
be advantageous to both, they living in the same island, having 
the same language, and the same common interest of religion and 
liberty, especially at this juncture, when the epemiesof both are so 
restless in endeavouring to make and increase Jealousies and divi- 
sions, which they will be ready to improve to their own advantaa;e 
and the ruin of Britain ; we being of the same opinion as to the 
uselessness of this union, and having nothing so much before our 
eves as the glory of God, establishing the reformed religion, and 
the peace and happiness of these nations,* are resolved to use our 
utmost endeavours in advancing every thing that may conduce to 
the effectuating the same. So we bid you heartily farewell. From 
our court at Hampton, March 7, 1689. ' 

This letter b^ing read,' commissioners were named to draw an 
answer full of acknowledgment and respect ; the late King James 
had likewise sent a letter to the estates, but before they proceeded 
to read it, they passed an act, that notwithstanding any thing that 
might be contained in the letter, for dissolving or impeding their 
procedure, yet they were a free and lawful meeting of the States, 
and would continue undissolved till they had settted the government; 
which done, the letter was read, but the convention took so little 
notice of the late King's exhortations, to declare for him, that the 
messenger- was first secured, and then not being thought worthy 
detaining, dismissed with a pass instead of an answer. 

After thjs, commissioners were chosen for drawing up the settle- 
ment of the government, out of which the bishops were left, as 
having disgusted the generality of the States, by their prayers at 
the beginning of the session. That God would have compassion on 
King James, and restore him, and other passages, whicji discovered 
their disaffection to their Majesties, and the government then about 
to be erected. The Duke of Gordon, who had the command of 
Edinburgh castle, after he had for some time amused the convention 
by his delays, so soon as he heard the late King was arrived in 
Ireland, set up his standard to signify his resolution to hold out that 
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place^ and fired all the cannon, without bullets, to the great terror 
of those that lay under the mercjr of his great shot. 

April IS, both houses of parliament in England presented an 
humUe address to the King, wherein they declare that being highly 
aensiUe of their late great deliverance Ironi Popery and arbitrary 
(mwer^ whereof it had pleased God to make his Mtyesty the 
glorious instrument, and desiring to the utmost of their abilities to 
express their gratitude, tor so great and generous an undertaking, 
too less necessary for the support of the Protestant interest in 
Europe, than for recovering and maintaining the civil rights and 
liberties of these nations, so notoriously invaded and undermined 
by Popish vouncils and counsellors, and being likewise fully 
cotivinced of the restless spirits, and the continued endeavours of 
tbeiir Majesties and the nation's enemies, for the extirpation of the 
PH>testant religion, and the subversion of oar laws and liberties, 
tliianittiously declared, that they would stand by and assist his 
Majesty with thteir -lives and fortunes in suf^orting his alliances 
abf>cmd, in reducing Ireland, and in defence of the Protestant reli** 
gion, and of the kingdom. 

In answer hereto, the King-prasured them of higrgreat esteem and 
affisction for parliaments, e^cially for this, which Would be much 
increased by the kindness they shewed to him, and their £eal for the 
^blic good, and that he would never abuse the confidence they 
put in him, nor give any pariiament cause to distrust him, because 
he would never expect any thing from them, but what it was their 
interest to grant ; that he came hither for the good of the kingdom, 
and since, by their desire, he was in that station, he would still 
pursue the same ends that brought him ; that God had been pleased 
to make him instrumental to redeem them from the ills they feared, 
and it was stilt his desire as well as his duty to endeavour to pre- 
serve their religioli, laws, and liberties, whic^ were the only 
ifiducements that brought him into England, and to th^se he did 
ascribe the blessings that had attended this undertaking ; he then 
reminded them of assisting his allies, especially the Dutch, and to 
consider ibbe deplorable conditifon of Ii^land ; which by tlie sbbbI and 
violence of the Popidi party, and the assistance and encouragement 
of the French, reqisnred a considerable fatc^ to reduce it, &c nnd 
thfeit a fleet f»ay be likewise provided, ivhrch in conjuiiction with the 
States, ni^ht make us entire masters of the seas ; and as they freely 
offered to naatrd all that is dear to them, so be should as freefy 
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Expose bis life for the support of the Protestant religion, and the 
safety and honour of the nation. 

In Scotland, the Viscount Dundee bavins made escape flrom 
Edinburgh, went to the north, where he stirred up the Highlanders 
to join with him, and declare for King James; upon which the 
convention ordered a number of horse, foot, and dragoons to march 
against them, and in the mean time, the Lord Ross, who was sent 
with a letter to King William in England, returned, and brought 
an answer thereto ; after which, the estates drew up an instrument 
of government, for settling the crown upon King William and 
Queen M^ry; wherein they recapitulate their grievances, and 

5 repose remedies for the same ; and then declare ; ^' That King 
ames YIl. bein^ a professed Papist, did assume the royal power, 
and acted as a King, without ever taking the oath required by law, 
and hath by advice of evil and wicked counsellors, invaded the 
fondaniental constitutiofis of the kingdom, and altered it from a 
legal limited monarchy, to an arbitrary despotic power, and did 
exercise the same, to the stibversion of the Protestant religion, and 
the violation of the laws and liberties of the kingdom, inverting 
all the ends of government, whereby he hath fore&nlted the right 
to the crown, and the throne is become vacant : and they do pr^y 
the King and Queen of England, to accept thp crown and royal 
dignitv of the kingdom of Scotland, &c." 

And an oath of allegiance was drawn up, to be tnken by all 
persons to them, together with a coronation oath, and April 11, • 
being the day of the Coronation of theit Majesties at Westminster, 
they were proclaimed at Edinburgh, with univerWi joy and a^cla* 
Illations. Commissioners were also dispatched for London, that is, 
the Earl of Aqgyle, Sir James Montgomery of Skelraerly, and Sir 
John Dalryraple of Stair, younger, from the meeting of the estates, ' 
with an oner of the crown of that kingdom to their Majesties, and 
May 11, 1089, they accordingly at three o'clock met at the council 
chamber, and from thence were conducted by Sir Charles Cottrel, 
master of the ceremonies, attended by most of the nobility and 

f entry of that kingdom, who resided in and about this place, to the 
(anqueting-ht>use, where the King and' Queen came, attended, by 
many persons of quality ; the sword being carried before them by 
the Lord Cardross, and their Majesties being placed on ttie throne, 
under a rich canopy, they first presented a letter from the estates 
to his Majesty, then the instrument of government; ^irdly, a 
paper containing the grievances which ihey desired might be 
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redressed ; and^ lastly, an address to his Majesty, for ttrrmn^ the 
meeting of the said estates into a parliament, all which being signed- 
by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton, as president of the meetings 
and read to their Majesties, the King returned to the commissioners 
the following answer : . ^ 

^^When I engaged in this uadertaking, I had particular regard 
and consideration for Scotland, and therefore I did omit a declara- 
tion in relation to that as well as to this kingdom, which I intend to 
make good and effectual to them. I take it very kindly, that Scot- 
land hath expressed so much confidence in, and affection to me ; 
they shall find me willing to assist them in every thing flbtat 
concerns the welfare and interest of that kingdom, by making 
what laws shall be necessary for the security of their religion, 
property, and liberty, and tb ease them of what may be justly 
grievous to them." 

After «which, the coronation oath was tendered to their Majesties, 
which the Earl of Argyle spoke word by word distinctly, and the 
King and Queen repeated it after tiim, holding their right hands up, 
after the manner of taking oaths in Scotland. 

The meeting of the estates of Scotland, did authorise their com- 
missioners to represent to his Majesty, that that clause in the oath, 
in relation to the rootinfi^ out of 'heretics, did not import the de- 
stroying of heretics; and that by the law of Scotland, no man was 
to be persecuted for his private opinion; and even obstinate and 
convicted heretics were only to be denounced rebels, or outlawed, 
whereby their moveable estates are confiscated. His Majesty at 
the repeating that clause in the oath, did declare, that he* did not 
mean by these words, that he was under any obligation to become a 
persecutor. To which the commissioners made answer. That nei- 
ther the meaning of the oath, or the law of Scotland did import it. 
Then the King replied, that he took the oath in that sense, and 
called for witnesses, the said commissioners and others present ; and 
then both their lyiajesties signed the said coronation oath. Afl;er 
which, the commissioners and several of the Scotch nobility kissed 
their Majesties hands. 

The parliament in Englahd proceeded to enact many laws for the 
ease of the people dnd security of the kingdom; one for taking 
away the revenue arising from the hearth-money, by his Majesty's 
own desire, who willingly resigned up his right therein, because it 
was found grievous to tlie people, though it occasioned a great di- 
piinution tb the revenue of the crown ; another act was passed for 
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exempting their Majesties' Protestant subjects, dissenting from tbe 
churcn of England, from the penalties of certain laws ; another for 
abrogating the oaths of supremacy and allegiance, and appointing 
other oaths : another for prohibiting all .trade and comoayerce with 
France, with divers more; and about the same time the House of 
Commons presented his Majesty the following address : 
^ " We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the Com- 
mons in Parliament assembled, most humbly lay before your Ma- 
jesty our earnest desires, thut j^our Majesty would be pleased to 
take into your most serious consideration the destructive methods 
taken of late years by the French King, against the trade, quiet, 
and interest of your kingdom, and particularly the present invasion 
. of your kingdom of ♦Ireland, and supporting your Majesty's rebel- 
lious subjects ; and we not doubting, in the least, but through your 
Majesty's wisdom, the alliances already made, as well as those that 
may be hereafter concluded, on this occasion, by your Majesty, may 
be effectual, to reduce the French King to such a condition, that it 
may not be in his power hereafter to violate the peace of Christen- 
dom, nor prejudice the trade and prosperity of tnis ybur Majesty's 
kingdom. To this end we most humbly beseech your Majesty to 
rest assured, upon this our hearty and solemn promise and engage-* 
mcnt, that when your Majesty shall think fit to . enter into a war 
with the French KiiHg, we willgive your Majesty such assistance in a 
parliamentary way, as may enable your Majesty (under the protec- 
tion and blessing that Almighty God has ever anbrded you) to -sup-^ 
port and go through with the same." 

To this request and resolution of the House of Commons, which 
was so ffracefiil to the nation in general, his Majesty*was pleased to 
return this answer : 

-^^ Gentlemen, * 

<< I receive this address as a mark of the confidence you have in 
me^ which I take very kindly, and shall endeavour, by all my ac- 
tions, to confirm you in it. I assure you, that my own ambition 
shall never be an argument to incline me to engage in a war, that 
may expose the nation either to danger or expense; but in the pre- 
sent case I look upon the war so much already declared, in emct, 
by France against England, that it is not so much an act of choice 
as an inevitable necessity in our own defence. 1 shall only tell you, 
that as I have ventured my life, and all that is dear to me, to rescue 
the nation from what it suffered, so I am ready still to do the same,' 
in order to the preserving it from all its enemies; jand as I doiibt 
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not of such an assistance from ^ou, as shall be suitable to your ^A^ 
yice to me to declare war against a powerful enemy, so you may 
rely upon me, that no part of that which you shall give for the car« 
rying it on with success, ^shall by me be diverted to any other use/' 
Soon after a declaration of war was published against France, and 
the reasons thereof namely, <^ The unjust methods of the French 
King these late years to Ratify his ambition, b^ invading the terri- 
tories of the empire now in amity with us, and in manifest violatioft 
of the treaties confirmed by the guarantee of the crown of England, 
bis Majesty, therefore, can do no less than join with his allies in 
opposing that King's designs, as the disturber of the peace and the 
common enemy of the Christian world ; likewise the many injuries 
done to his Majesty and his subjects are a sufficent justification foe 
their taking arms, since they have called upon his IMfajesty so to do ; 
and though no notice has been taken, nor reparation demanded, of 
late years, for reasons well Known to the world, yet his Majesty wUl 
not pass them over, without a public and just resentment of such out<Y 
rages ; also the encroachments and invasions of the French on oi^r 
trade and fishing of Newfoundland, and their hostilities upon the 
Charibbee Islands, New York, and Hudson's Bay, seizing the 
forts, burning the bouses, robbing the English of their g€K>d^ im** 
prisoning some, inhumanly killing others, and driving tne rest to 
sea in a small vessel, without food or neces^ries, and this even at a 
time when that King was negociating a treaty in England, of neu- 
tral!^ and good correspondence in America ; also hiscountenancihg 
the seizure of English ships by French {privateers ; his disputing 
the right of the fla^ in the narrow seas which, in all ages, has been 
asserted by his.'Majesty's predecessors, and which he is resolved to 
maintain for the honour of the crown and of the English nation ;{ 
and that which most nearly touches his Majesty is, his unchristian 
persecution of many English Protestants in France, contrary to the 
law of nations and express treaties, forcing them to abjure their re- 
ligion, by strange and unusual cruelties, imfMrisoning some English 
masters and seamen, and condemning others to the sallies, upon 
pretence of having on board either the persons or ffoods ctf some o£ 
his own miserable Protestant subjects ; lastly, as ne has^ for some* 
years past, endeavoured, by insinuation and promises of asststance, 
to overthrow the government of Enjjfland, so now, by open and 
violent methods, and the actual invasion of Ireland, and supraorting 
the rebels there, he is promoting the utter eiLtirpation of the Pro- 
testants there. His Majesty beMig therefore thus necessitated to. 
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iatke up atnis, and rdying on the help of Almighty €h><l in hi« jnst 
imdertakittg, hath thought fit to declare wan against the French 
King, and will, in conjunetion with his allies, rigorously prose- 
cute the same by sea and land, since he hath so unrighteously 
begun it; being assured of the hearty concurrence and assist- 
ance of his subj^s; in suppoHing 6f so ffood a cause, forbidding 
all oorrespondence or communication wiA that King or his sub- 
jects ; and that all the French nation in his Majesty « dominions, 
who shall demean themselyes dutifully, and not correspond with 
his enemies, shall upon the King's royal word, be safe in their 
persons and estates, and firee liK)m all molestation and trouble of . 
any kind. 

« Afooat the same time the King of Spain prodaimed war against 
France, and the Emperor of' Germany sent a letter to his Majesty, 
wterein, after he has retnmed thanss to the Kim for taking care 
that no viotenoe should be offered to the Roman Catholics, he jn*o«- 
iiiiaes the same thing in respect to the Protestants. His Majestjr 
gave advice to the Switzersof his advancement to the throne; so 
that now Kin^ William and Queen Maiy were acknowledged for 
kiwfiil Sovereigns of Great Britain byan>Ae Protestant, and the 
greatest part of the Soman Catholic Princes and States, for <be- 
sides the Emp€»ror and the King.bf Spam) the Duke of Bavaria, the 
" three £oGlesia9tiad Electors, Hie Duke of Newbei^, the Elector 
Palatine, and the Bi^ops of Lei^^e and Muiister, all Roman Ca- 
tholics, declared themselves enemies to France, and by this we may 
^3liserv<e, that the Frendh pelitimns were greatly deceived in their 
measares ; for upon netice ef Ihe Prince of Orange's expedition into 
JBn^md, it is reported, some of them thus discoui^ed King Lewis : 
w Sir,** said they, ^thmisa civil war kindling in £i\gland, winch 
will last this two or three years, and disable that Jsland and the 
United {'Vovinoes from acting. In tfns time your Majesty wifi have 
«Mi<|4iered lA, or the greatest pail of Germany, u King James 
itts the worst, we will persuade all the Catholic rrinces toiinite and 
Ii9store him. All IJhis while your Majesty win %e head of the league, 
wAl preserve ycmr-conqaests, and Kin^ James can;tot refuse you 
Ivetond, or any -other portion of hts kinsdom, for the expenses of 
the wal*. Htm done, your Magesty ;Aan 4kH upon HdHand, which 
will be <veak, aaid unprovided -of men nndmon^, and shall be aMe, 
in a Hitle time, to oppress the remainder of ifhe Protestants,- and so 
liecome JEmperor m s91 Europe.^ But', unfortunately ior themj 
King James il, too soon ^forsook liis -country, and -then they cried 
region is nHned,»iAeBSs81 endeavours are used for hb restoration ; 
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upon which some would &in know what relig;ion the French Kin^ 
is of, who persecutes and invades Papists as M'ieli as Protestants, and- 
think that ne must be either a Pagauior Mahometan, 0t else of a 
Christianity all of his own contriving, to carry on his perjuries and 
usurpations upon his neighbours. 

May 1, a squadron of English men of war, under Admiral Her* 
bert, sailing tbward the coast of Ireland, to prevent the French 
from landing forces and provisions there, understanding thiey were 
^ot to sea under &vour of the night, thev got sight of them lying 
m the Bay of Bantry, in the west of Ireland, and resolved to at* 
tack them with nine ships in the harbour^ they being about forty- 
four sail in all, whereupon the next morning the fignt began; we 
continued battering, upon a stretch, till five in the afternoon, when 
the Frencli Admiral tacked from us, and stood further into the Bay. 
In this action Captain Aylmer and oinetv-four seamen were killed^ 
and about two hundred and fifty wounded; but the enemy were re- 

Eorted to have twp hundred slain and many more wounded, and 
aving landed some few men for fear of a setond engagement, re- 
treated ; after which our squadron returned to Portsmouth, whither 
his Majesty came soon after^ and declared his royal intention of 
conferring the title of Earl upon the Admiral, and accordingly he 
was afterward created Earl of Torrington^ Baron of Torbay, &c. 
and the Captains Shpvell and Ashby were knighted, and ten shiU 
lings a man was given to those seamen that had been engaged 
against the French. 

King James found himself, at this time, greatly mistaken in Scot* 
land, which he called his ancient kingdom, 'where he thought him-, 
self absolute master, b^ making so many, creatures and friends, 
whereas that kingdom in general now pwned King William : and 
the rebels, whose numbers were inconsiderable, were discovered and 
secured; the Lord Dundee only escaped, who roamed about the 
north parts with some few followers, and Qeneral Mackay at his 
heels. Letters, about this time, were intercepted from the late 
King aiid his secretary Melfort to the Lord Balcarris and others, 
wherein were some expressions that ' highly incensed the Scots 
against them. " You wiH ask me, without question," says Melfort 
to C iaverhouse, ^* how we intend to pay our army; but never fear 
that ' so long as there ai^ rebels' es^tes ; we will begin with the 
great ones and end with the little ones." Ip another letter to Bel- 
carris, says he," The estates of the rebels will recompence us. 
Experience hath taught our illusiridus master, that there are a good 
number of people that must bo made gibeonites, because they are 
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good for nothing else^' yoii know tbat there are several lords that 
we marked out, when we were both together, that deserve no 
better. These will serve for examples to others." After the read^ 
ing of these letters, the President of the convention, addressins^ 
. himself to the members of the assembly, " Yon hear, Gentlemen,^ 
said he, '^ our sentence pronounced, and that it behoves' us either 
to defend ourselves or die;" upon which the Lords Balcarris and 
Locfaore, and Lieutenant- Colonel Balfour, were/comihitted to pri- 
son^ and being thus forewarned, they resolved to k^ep the army 
afoot which they thought of disbanding. As to the hopes of the 
enemies of that kingdom, that the abolishing of episcopacy may oc- 
casion another revolution, there is no reason to believe it, since the 
late carriage of the Scotch bishops has utterlv alienated the affec- 
tions of the greater part of the people from tnem, so that if they 
were Protestants at the bottom of their souls, yet they appeared to 
be men of no policy nor conduct, for they sent an address to King 
James, wherein . they , highly congratulated the birth of the pre-* 
tended .Prince of Wales ; they read that King's declaration for li- 
berty of conscience, in favour of the Papists^ and for the abolition 
of penal laws; and. how could they imagine, that when they knew it 
was a long time before, that they could ^ain that single point of the 
superiority of bishops above private ministers, that the scots would 
ever endure Popery and arbitrary power to domineer over. them. 
Experience shews us, that they only wanted a leader before this 
time, so that when the Prince . of Orange's design was onc0 dis*' 
cofirs^d of, it caused an universal joy over Edinburgh and the 
whole kingdom, only the prelates wrote to King James, that they 
looked upon this enterprize as a " detestable invasion ;" and after 
the same manner they behaved themselves to the end, some absent-r ' 
ing from the convention, others attending only to thwart their pro- 
ceedings, and shew their disaffection by their public pravers; so 
that some wise men have aflBirmed, had the bishops of Scotland 
shewed the same constancy with those of fjngland, their zeal and 
virtue had gained the hearts of the Scots, and given them bppor- 
tunity to continue episcopacy; but their ill conduct, during the last 
two reigns,^ in their obstinate supporting the Roman Catholic party, 
that had sdready invaded all the liberties of thl^ people, annulled 
their privileges, and changed a government, limited oy law, into 
arbitrary ]jower, rendered them the abomination of the people, who 
were convinced that their dignities were the only things they re- 
garded, ^hicb ipade them deviate from the rules of the, gospel, 
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' lookin|^ no fmrther thaii their present enjojmentS) little miodingr the 
hetrajiQg the interests of religion and the kingdom, oat of a trea- 
dieroos compliance with the will and pleasure of a Popish comrti to 
whom they made themselves slaves. 

June id) the estates of Scotland met after their late, adjonmmeat, 
and 'the Duke of Hamilton acquainted them, that hi|B fitajesty had 
been pleased to send him. a commission to represent his royal 
person, and that he had orders to give his consent to an act for the 
turning the meeting of the estates into a parliament, which was 
done aoconlingly^ and soon after they made an act for rea^^iong 
and asserting their Majesty's royal authority and right to the crown, 
and another for all peraoas to take an oath of fiiith and aliegianoe 
to Uiem ; and about the same time the English forces under General 
Madoiy, and others being entered tfaait kinsdom^ the DuJse of 
Gordon, who till this time had possession of the castle, iiiding ne 
hopes of relief, surrendered it upon articles to Sir John Lanier; and 
so that important j^ace, which so long had been a terror to ii» 
city of fidinburgb was put into safe hands, the Duke easting himsdf 
upon the King'» mercjr without makine any artide for himself, and 
it was report^ he said, ^ Thai Im had' so much respect for all the 
'Arinces of King James YI. line^ as not to make conditions wiA 
them for his own particular interest ;" after this, a reward of eighleea 
thousand marks was, by prodainatioQ, projnised to those tlmt sbouM 
apprehend Dundee, dead or alive^ and indeed he survived not long 
after ; for July S6, Major-general Mackay marching frooi St Joha^s 
Town with IcHir thousand foot, and fovr tnxn]» of i^rse and dra* 
goOns, and coming within two miles of the Blair of Adiol, had 
■otice that Dundee advanced toward him, with six thousand fivot) 
and dne hundred horse, the fight began between four and five 
o'dodL in the afternoon, and h^ted tiu night, with great cotiage 
and resolution on both sides; hot at length fifadcay's forces being 
ovettnowered with number., he retired toward Sterling, Mrith a body 
of fineen hundred men in goodorder: many were kiUra on bothsides, 
but tRe enemies los6 was greatar by the death of Viscount DaaHiee, 
Ivfao charging furioitsiy at the head of the Highlanders to encouiage 
th^m, was slain with a shot, though he had armoiar; after which a. 
division happened between tbe Lord Damfermling and Colonel 
Cannon, who riMMiM succeed in the command of the rebels, at winch 
time Major Genefal Mackay hearing that five hundred of their foot, 
and two troops of horse, were seat to St. John's town, to snrpriae 
tbe etores of previsiDns ih&^ .resolved W be revengdl for his late 
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loss; and tnftrching out of Sterling with a party of horse and dra«> 
goons, met the rebels, and gave them a total rout, killing and taking 
prisoners th^ greatest part of them, and Captain Hacket, their eom^ 
mander. Soon after another defeat was given to Colonel Gannon's 
men, consisting of about four thousand, with the addition of the: 
country, by the Earl of Angus's regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Cleland, who, after three hours sharp dispute, forced the rebels to 
fly back, with the loss of above three hundred, and not above thirty 
of the Kilig's men, among whom was the Lieutenant Colonel. This 
defeat put an effectual stop to the incursions of the Highlanders, 
who lost all their courage with the death of theii: commander, beiuff 
never able to make any considerable head afterward; and though 
the Earl of Dumferling pretended to manage them, yet several of 
the chief nobility and gentlemen came in, and craved the benefit of 
the prodamation of indemnity, which the King had published some 
time before, to all those who before the third of September should 
lay down their arras, and swear fidelity to King Wilham and Queen 
Mary ; and Colonel Cannon, who only maintained the interest of the 
late King, retreated with his few followers to the Isle of Mull, 
doubtful whether to continue longer there, or. return to Ireland. 
Lieutenant General Macfcay having put a garrison info the castle of 
Blair, returned to Edinburgh, where several Earls that were in 
prison had their liberty, giving Sufficient security for their peaceable 
behaviour; so tliat sevei^ troops of- the King's forces in that king* 
Aom were embarked for Ireland. And about the same time die 
Parlianient there passed several acts whidi were touched . with the 
royal sceptre, bv the Lord High Commissioner, and among others, 
an act for abolishing prdaey, purporting, <^ That whereas tte estates 
of the kingdom, by their claim oi right, April 11th last, had declared 
that prelacy and supremacy in any office in the diurch above Presby- 
tery nad been a grievous burden to the nation ever since the refor- 
mation; that therefore the King and Queen's Majesty did abolish 
episcopacy, &c« and would establish that chivch government which 
was most agreeable to the people." ^ 
And now the Parliament of Ekigland, having given the Kin|^ 

J>Ientiful supplies for the reduction of Ireland, the army marchea 
irom all parts towards Chester and Highlake, to embaric under the 
Duke of Schomberg, consisting of near thirty thousand men, with 
great store of all sorts of ammunition and provisions, and consider- 
able sums of money, and his Majesty appointed a camp on Hounslow 
Heath for the remainder of the forces, August 14, which continued 



I 



120 THE HISTORY OF 

only two or three daj;8, and in the mean time a declaration of war 
was published against France in Scotland ; and now several English 
Protestants in the north of Ireland having got possession of the isle 
of Inniskilline:, and the city of Londonderr)', thev resolved to defend 
them against King James, and his army of Irish Papists, who were 
inarching from Dublin against them ; and hearing that Lieutenant- 
General Macarty was abroad with a strong detactiment, plundering 
and ravaging the country, Lieutenant Colonel Berry fell upon them 
with such vigour,- that it is judged three thousand of the Irish were 
slain and drowned in the Lough, near Newton-Butler, into which 
they desperately threw themselves, to escape the sword. King 
James arriving at Londonderry^ imagined the terror of his arms 
would oblige the English to surrender the town upoi) his first ap- 
pearance, and though Colonel Lundy and others despaired of holdin^;^ 
it against an army of fortv thousand men, with a train of artillery 
and divers mortars; yet the enraged people resolved to defend it 

g;ainst the utmost efforts of the enemy, and having declared Mr. 
eorge Walker, a Minister, and Major Baker their Governor, they 
chose Colonels and other officers, and regimented their men, con- 
sisting in the whole of seven thousand and twenty soldiers, and three 
hundred and forty-one officers, and rejecting all the terms of sur- i 
render offered them, they fired upon the enemy, and much astonished 
King James, who was within reach of their cannon, and expected 
they would have opened their ^ates to him, who thereupon resoked 
to reduce them by force, and within a day or two broke ground, and 
run their trenches within a furlong of the walls, where placing a de- 
miculverin, they battered the town, but with little success, unless 
some small damage to the Market-house, the cannon from the town 
in the mean time killing many Irish ; and to prevent their further 
approach, the English made a sally, killing two hundred of the 
enemy, withMamow, the French General, and other officers of note. 
Several other gallant sallies were made out of the town, in one of 
which above two hundred were killed, and five hundred wounded, 
with the loss of three English, and twenty wounded. June 4, the 
besieged made an attack upon the work near the windmill, and 
though the Irish came upon them with loud huzzas, and though the 
foot bad faggots, and after those failed, took up dead bodies to defend 
themselves, and the horse were mostly in armour, yet they were 
beaten off, four thousand of them killed, and but a few English. 
In some of these attacks, Lieutenant Douglas and Captain Cunninfi^- 
ham were taken prisoners, and after quarter given, barbarously 
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liilled. In the nig;ht the enemy played their bombs of two hundred, 
and seventy-three pound weight, which ploughed up the streets, and 
killed several sick people ; and in the dav time their cannon played 
incessantly against the walls, insomuch tnat the garrison by sickness, 
more than shot of the enemy, was reduced to six thousand one hun- 
dred and eighty-five men, and began to be distressed; but June 15, 
a fleet of thirty sail, under Major General Kirk, with men, provi- 
sions, and ammunition, for their relief, came into the Lough, and 
though some ships a^ttempted to sail up the river, yet the fire of the 
enemy from the batteries on shore, and also a boom made of timber, 
chain and cable, across the narrowest part of the river, prevented 
their design; however, they contrived to give Major General Kirk 
an account of their extremity, and he sent an answer, assuring them, 
that they should suddenly be supplied with all necessaries, which he 
had aboard in abundance. The enemy being sensible of their exi« 

fencies, pressed on the siege with more vigour, under their new 
rench Marshal, General Rosen, who by threats and promises, used 
his utmost efforts to reduce the town. June 30, Major Baker died, 
to the great regret of the besieged, and soon after the garrison was 
reduced to four thousand eight hundred and ninety-two men ; yet 
then they made a vigorous sally to fetch in some cattle, but did not 
succeed^ losing a great number of their men. This made the famine 
increase in the city, so thaihorse-flesh was sold for twenty pence per 

touiid, the (quarter of a dog for five shillings and sixpence, a dog'^r 
ead two shillings and sixpence, a cat four shillings and sixpence) 
and other things proportionably, as rats, mice, tallow, greves, &c< 
But now, when all. hopes failed them, July 13, the Montjoy and 
' Phoenix, convoyed by the Dartmouth frigate, and oth6r men of war, 
cafhie up to the town with little loss, when they reckoned but upon 
two days life, having only nine lean horses left, and one pint of meal 
to each man, four thousand two hundred only being left, whereof a 
fourth part were rendered unserviceable. The enemy perceiving 
that these ships had furnished the besieged with provisions, July 31, 
thev raised the siege in some disorder, blowing up several castles, 
with all the houses down the river, and setting the country for ten 
miles in a flame in their retreat. 

August 13, 1689, the Duke of Schomberg landed at Garrickfergus 
with all the forces under his command, and the Protestants joining 
with him in great numbers, he soon reduced that town, and sent two 
regiments to Belfast ; and the General having made Proclamation, 
<^ That if the enemy continued to burn as they had begun, if any of 
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them fell into hk hsnds, ihej mual expect no quarter." They there^ 
upon quitted Dundalk without any damage. After this, about five 
thousand Irish attempted to take Sligo, which was in the hands of 
the English ; but tt^ Inniakilling men, with about one thousand horse» 
foot, and dragoons, charged them with such celerity and courage^ 
that seven hundred of them were cut off, and four hundred taken. 

Elsoners; and besides arms and ammunition, eighteen thousand 
ad of cattle were taken from them, which they had plundered the 
country people of. In November the English army decamped from 
the plains of Dunkalk to Lisnee-garvee and Lisburn, the enemy^ 
though superior in number, having of late attempted little; only one 
morning early, they had hopes of surprising our advanced parties at 
Newry, killing the out centinels, and getting into the town, but were 
soon beaten out again by a party of Colonel Ingoldsby's regiment; 
and several other forties beat the enemy in divers places, and gained 
peat booties of cattle. Colonel Woolsey defeated the Irish at Cavan, 
fliough the Duke of Berwick was sent to reinforce them, so that 
though the garrison consisted of four thousand men^ yet three hun- 
dred of the enemy were killed, ^nd among them many o6Scers ; two 
hundred taken prisoners, and Cavan taken and burnt, which the 
English were constrained to do, to get the soldiers out of the town 
to resist the Irish, who made a strong sally out of the fort. 

In England her Royal Highness the Princess of Denmark was de^ 
livered of a Priiice in August, who was christened by the Lord 
Bishop of London, and named William, his Majesty being godfather^ 
and her Majesty and the Queen of Denmark godmothers. October 
19, the Parliament met at Westminster, and granted his Majesty two 
iriillions sterling, towards the expense of the next year's war. In 
Scotland Colonel Cannon continued still in the Isle of Mull, with an 
inconsiderable party of islanders, iind others. Some few rebels ap- 
peared about this time under the Lord of Lochelly, burning and* 
blundering wherever they came ; about eight hundred marched out of 
innerlochy, thinking to have surprized the fort of Inverness, but > 
were defeated of their design. The Earl of Pembroke, upon bis re- 
turn from being Ambassador in^ Holland to England, was made a 
Privy Councillor. Some persons were seized about this time, for 
endeavouring to raise disturbances against the goirernment. 

December 16, 1689, an act was passed, declaring the rights and 
liberties, of the subject, and settling the succession of the crown: 
^^ That whereas the Lords, spiritual and temporal, and Commons 
assembled at Westminster, lawfully, fully and freely, representing all 
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the estatee of the people of this remlm, did, on FetMtiary 13^ 1688, 
present to their Majesties, th^n called mad known (y|r the names and 
slyle of Williani and Maiy, Prince and Princess of Orange^ being 
present in their proper persons, a certain delaration in writing, made 
oj I be said Lords and Commons (of which jou have already an ac* 
count.) Upon which their said Majesties did accept the crown and 
royal dignity of these kingdoms, according to the resolution and der 
sire of the said Lords and Commons contained in the said dedaratioo, 
and thereupon their Majesties werepleased, that ike Lords and 
Commons being the two Houses of Parliament .should continue to 
sit, and with their royal concurrence to make eflfectual nrovisioa for 
the settlement of the religion, lltws and liberties of this idngdora, so 
that the same for the fotnre might not be in danger again of being 
»ibverted. Now in pursuance of the premises,. the Lords, spiritual 
and temporal, l^nd Commons in Parliament' assembled, for tne rati- 
l^ng, confirming, and establishing the said declaration, and the ar- 
ticles, •danses, matters and things therein oontainied, by the fi>ree of 
a law made in due form by authority of Parliament, do pray that it 
fnay4)e declared and enacted, that' all and singular the rights and 
liberties asserted and claimed in the said declaration, are the true, 
ancjent, and indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this 
kingdom, and so shall be esteemed, allowed, adjudged, deemed, and 
taken to be, and that all andeyerythe particulars aforesaid. shall 
be firmly and strictly holden and observed, as they are expressed 
in the said declaration, and all oflBcers and ministers whatsoever 
shall serve their Majesties and their succesBors according to the 
same in all times to come ; and do further declaoe, that King James 
II. having abdicated the government, and their Mi^ties having ac- 
cepted the crown and royal dignity as aforesaid, did become^ were^ 
are, and <3f right ought to be, by thie laws of this realm,' our sovereign 
liege Lord and Lady, King and Queen of England, Fiance, and 
Ireland, &c. And for preventing all questions and divisions, l^ 
reason of any pretended titles to the crown, and to preserve a cer- 
' ^inty in the succession, the Lords and Commons beseech their Ma- 
jesties that it may be enacted, establislied, and declared, tliat the 
crown and royal dignity shall be and continue in their Majesties du-^ 
ring their lives, and tbe life of the survivor of them ; and after dieir 
decease to the heirs of her Majesty; and in dfsfiiult of issue, to the 
PHncess Ann of Denmark and her heirs ; and for defiuilt of such 
issue, to the heirs of the body of his MaiesAy : and that the Parlia* 
ment in the name of the people will submit tbeanelves and their 
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heirs, and posterities for ever, aad stand by, maintain, > and defend 
this limitation and succession of the crown, to the utmost of their 
powers, with their lives and estates, against all that shall attempt 
any thing to the contrary. And whereas it hath been found by ex- 

. perienoe, that it is inconsistent with the safety and welfare ot this 
IProtestant kingdom to be governed by a Popish Prince, or by s^ny 
King or Queen marrying a rapist, they do further pray, that it may- 
be enacted, that all persons that are or shall be reconciled to, or 
hold communion with the see of Rome, or shall profess the Popish 
Religion, or shall marry a Papist, shall be excluded, and be^ for ever 
incapable to possess, inherit, or enjoy the crown and dignity of this 
kingdom, or Ireland, &c; And that in all stich cases, the people 
are absolved from their allegiance, and the crown shall descend to 
the next heir being a Protestant^ as should have inherited and en- 
joyed the ^ame, as if the person so reconciled, or marrying, were 
naturally dead ; and that every 'King and Queen that shall succeed 
hereafter, shall, on the first day of the meeting of their first Parlia- 
ment, sitting on the throne in the House of Peers, in the presence 
of the Lords and Commons, or at their coronation, which snail first 
happen, audibly repeat the declaration in the statute of the SOth of 
Kinff Charles IL entitled, an^actfor the more efiectual preserving 

' the King's person and government, &c. But if such King and 
Queen shall be under the age of twelve years, then to perform the 
same the first Parliament after that age ; all which are by their Ma- 
jesties, by and with the consent of the Lords, spiritual and temporal, 
and Commons, declared, enacted, and established to stand, remain, 
and be the law of this realm for ever/' 

About this time the Queen of Spain was convoyed by a scjuadron 
of English men of war from Holland to the Groin in Spain. Fe- 
bruary 6, the Parliament was dissolved, and another summoned to 
appear at Westminster, March 20th following, who accordingly met, 
and confirmed all the acts of the preceding Parliament, passing many 
others, both for raising money, ror carrying on the present war, andt 
for the benefit of the people. In Scotland some attempts were made 
by the rebels, for in May, 1690, the Colonels Bucan and Cannon 
being with two thousand men (which they expected to be four thou- 
sand in a few days) at their rendezvous at Stratspey^ Sir Thomas 
Levingstone, upon notice thereof,- marched toward them with his 
forces, andr surprizing them in the ni^ht in their camp, killed four 
hundred, and took one hundred prisoners, most gentlemen and 
officers, Bucan and Cannon hardly escaping, upon which the castle 
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of Lethindy, in which the enemy had a garrison under Colonel 
Bucan's nephew, surrendered at discretion, m which was found store 
of arms, and ammunition, with four hundred bolls of meal, and the 
standard designed to have been set up by the late King James ; and 
yet in this whole action it was very remarkable, that the English lost 
not one man, and had only four or five wounded. 

In Ireland affairs .proceeded very successfully, for May 11,. the 
strong garrison of Charlemont surrendered upon articles, the Gover- 
nor Teage of Regan, and the Irish, about eight hundred strong, 
having^almost consumed all their provisions, marched out, leaving a- 
good quantity of ammunition, seventeen brass cannon, and two mor- 
tars. The King now resolved, if possible, to make a sudden re- 
duction of Ireland, that it might no longer be a diversion from his 
attacking the French vigorously in Flanaers ; and in pursuit of this 
magnanimous design, his Majesty concluded to go thither in person, 
by his presence and conduct to facilitate the same, and accordingly, 
June 4, 1690, with a splendid equipage, parted from Whitehall, 
and coming to Chester, embarked on the fleet attending him, and 
June 14, landed at Cafickfergus, being received by DukeSchomberg, 
the arrpy and all the Protestants, with general joy, and loud accla- 
mations; and from thence his Majesty marched with his forces in 
two bodies, and encamped at Dundalk, intending to go for Dublii^^ 
or else oblige the enemy to a battle^. which the late Kihg James was 
aware of, and therefore with his army, which consisted of about 
thirty-six thousand Irish and French, besides fifteen thousand in 
garrisons. He marched from Dublin towards Drogheda, but seemed 
to distrust his success, for to provide for the worst, he sent an order 
to Waterford, to prepare ships for carrying him off. June 31, King 
William resolving to force the enemy to fight or retreat, marched by 
break of day from his camp at Ardee toward Drogheda, and found 
the Irish army encamped along the river Bpyne, above the town ; 
and according to his usual conduct, with undaunted resolution^ he 
passed the river, notwithstanding the utmost opposition of the en emn 
and fell upon them with such fury, that in a few hours their whole ^ 
army were utterly routed and- dispersed, about three thousand being 
killed, and divers prisoners of note taken, most of the enemy's bag- 
gaffe, as chariots, tents, arms, cannon, ammunition and provisions, 
and some money falling into the hands of our soldiers. The late 
King Jemes, who had stood at a distance to see the fight, perceiving 
the defeat of his forces, fled with all speed toward Dubhn, with a 
very few attendants, and having staid there one nighty. filling the 
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plmee with fe»r and conliisioii, upon an alarm that King William was 
on his ivay. thither, accompanied with the Duke of Berwidc, the 
Marauis of Powis, and sovne others, he left the citf, and hastened 
to Waterford, where a ship lay ready (br him, having neither slept 
aor eat till he get oot to sea, and stood away for France. Upon 
this the Protestants at Dublin, who were imprisoned, bad their li- 
berty, and a few days after the King arrived there, to the unspeak- 
able , joy of the people. The loss (^the £nglisfa in obtaining this 
creat victory was not considerable, only Duke Schomberg and 
Doctor Walker were both slain. After this, Waterford, Wexford, 
and several other places were reduced, and upon a proclamation of 
pardon, many of the Irish laid down their arms, and returned to 
their former places of abode. 

This glorious saccess was somewhat clouded nearer home, for the 
French iCing, to fiivonr his design in Ireland, had now set forth the 
greatest fleet that ever sailed on the ocean out of France, and stood 
toward our eoast, as if they designed to fight oar aavy under the 

' Earl of Torrington, who, June !^, sailed from St. Helens towand 
tfaem> They were seen the night before off Freshwater Grate, in the 

^ Isle of Wight; but the wind taking them short, the Admiral eame 
to an anchor off Dunnose, five leagues off the French, so that a 
battle was soon e:!!^ected, which the enemy did not seem to decline; 
the En^ish seamen were also foil of ^oarage, and diesirons to en- 

SLge : but the French being mu^ stronger bodi for number and 
^ness of ships, consisting of eighty-two men of war, besides fire- 
ships and tenders, it was. isat thought fit to fight in the open sea, so. 
that the Earl of Torrington avoided it, till he eame to Bevesire, off 
B^acby, which was fitvouraUe for his parpose, and there he re- 
ceived the Queer's orders not to delay engaging, if the wind and 
weather would permit, whkh ws^s the reason that we went to seek 
the enemy, who expected «s^ in order cf battle, and about nine in 
the morning the engagement began. The Dutch that had the yan- 
^uard frought bravely, and both sides fired desperately three hours, 
till the French, not liking th^r entertainment, t>ore away with all 
apeed^ but about one o'clock there happened a calm, which not only 
prevented the Hollander's pursuit, but put them into a little disorder. 
The French not being able to set away, were constrained to begin 
the fight agaii^, which lasted tiil five in the evening with extraordi- 
nary niry. As. f<»- the English, some few fought welt ; but the Ad- 
mkal's unexpected^ standing away prevented them from seconding 
the Dutdi, so that the rest stood lookers on, white ^main body of 
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tKe Freaeh fdl ioto ike rear of the Outcb> who baviog fought from 
QKNTDiiig till night, and defended themselves so long aghast a pro* 
digioua number of the enemy that assailed them on every side, thej 
were so much battered, that hardly three were capable of making 
any defence, which constrained them to make their way through the 
French ffeet to the coast of England. The Hollanders lost two 
Admirals and a Captain ; and some of their ships, that could not be 
got off, were burnt. The English lost two sea, and two marine 
Captains. Admiral Evertson declared that all the Dutch oflScers 
and seamen bad done their duties ; and had ours engaged heartil3r,k 
no doubt the French had |;one home in a worse condition than the 
Spaniards did in 1588. After the fight, the French fleet sailed west- 
ward, and sent their boats ashore at Teignmouth, a small village of 
fishermen's cots, which they set on fire, with two or three small 
vessels in the harbour, and stealing a few sheep, after having laiq 
some time on our coast to little purpose, they returned to Brest. 

At the time the French layoff the coasts of Kent, one Godfrey 
Cross, an innkeeper in that county, was seen to go ou board one of 
their boats, which carried him to the fleet, whereupon, at his re-^ 
turn; he Was seized, and treasonable letters beinff found about him 
he was committed prisoner, and soon ^fter tried ^r high treason at 
the King's Bench bar, Westminster, and being convicted was 
hanged and quartered for the same, and care was taken by her Ma* 
jesty, in whom the regency resided during the King's apsence, to 
put the militia of the counties into such a posture, as to defeat any 
evil designi of the enemies to the government; and the inilitia of 
London, consisting^of about ten thousand men, made a gallant ap« 
pearance before, her Majestj^ at Hyde Park, and 4^1ared their cheer* 
ful resolution to defend their Majesties and the government against 
all its opponents, and the whole militia of England, computed to 
be about one hundred and fifty thousand, horse a^d foot, shewed 
the same forwardness. Upon complaint against the Earl of Toi:« 
rington for the mi8carria«e of the fleet, be was committed by the 
council to the Tower.. After the French had quitted our coasts and 
were gone into harbour, the miUtia were discharged, and all dili- 
gence was used to repair and equip the fleet.for sea* 

About this time we had news of the great success of the English 
against the French in the W^st Indie^lt having beaten them out of 
St. Christopher's, and many other considerable place9, and taken 
great booties o& cattle, corn, and other stores and provisions, and 
that we had reduced the fort in the island of Statie> 9nd two of our 
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Krivateers falling in with twelve French merchantmen bound .for St* 
laloes, under the convoy of a frigate of twelve guns, took four 
of them, forcing the rest on shore about Cherbourg, where they 
were all shipwrecked, except the frigate, and most of the men 
drowned. 

The rebels in Scotland, promising themselves great advantages 
from the French being on our coasts, and being deceived by false 
reports, fifteen hundred of them got together in the county of Mur- 
ray, under Bu'chan and Cannon, threatening the people 'to burn and 
destroy their houses and goods if they did not join with them ; but 
Sir Thomas Levingstone advancing, by speedy marches, came upon 
them so surprisingly, that they made little resistance, but fled with 
all imaginable cohfusion, and being pursued, four hundred of them 
were killed, and the rest totally routed and taken prisoners, with 
a great quantity of claret and other provisions, and a ^reat number 
of officers were brought to Edinburgh and committed to the Tol- , 
booth. Soon after, the remaining rebels who escaped, designed 
to have surprized the garrison of Inverness, but were happily pre- 
vented and defeated by the Earlof Drumlanerigand Major-General 
Mackay. 

In Ireland, the King having secured Dublin in safe hands, caused 
his army to march towards Limerick, where Tyrconnel and Lauzun 
had drawn together the late King's broken forces, and having made 
their approacnes, against all opposition, his Majesty ordered the 
trenches to be opened, and planted several batteries of cannon^ 
which made great breaches in the walls, and a general assault w^s 
expected, but on Ai|gust2S, at night, the rains fell so excessively, 
that the rivers overflowed, and the garrison being extremely strong, 
the King, to spare > his men, and to avoid the many inconveniences 
of the approaching season, was pleased to order the raising the 
siege, and refer the reducing the city till a more favourable oppor- 
tunity; after which his Majesty returned for England, and was 
received with all imaginable expressions of joy throughout the 
kingdom. 

About this time a fleet was ^prepared by his Maiesty's order, con- 
sisting of thirtv-two English,* and twenty-ei^ht Dutch men of war, 
on board of whom were embarked eight regiments of foot, besides 
the marine regiments, commanded by the Earl of Marlborough as. 
General, and Mr. Trelawney as Major-General, who, on the 2Ist 
of September^ arrived at Cork, in Ireland, which was obliged to 
surrender aipon articles, and soon after Kingsale ran the same fate* 
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An horrible design of the Irish ^as now discovered to have set the 

city of X)ublin on fire, but it was happily discovered and prevented. 

In October the parliament met again at Westminster, and con- 

fratulated his Majesty's safe . return, and likewise returned theii 
umble acknowledgments to her Majesty for her goodness, wisdom, 
and courage, manifested in the greatest dancers, even when a 
powerful enemy was upon the coasts. The Earl of Torrington was 
tried on board the Kent, in the river Med way, by a iury of sea 
captains, and, after a long hearing of the witnesses and his defence, 
upon a.long deb&te, he was acquitted. The parliament contii^u^d 
to sit, and passed man^ acts, both for supplying his Majesty for the 
war and settling the kingdom, to whom ttie King gave an account^ 
that the posture of affairs abroad required his presence at the 
Hague ; and, accordingly, on the 6th of January, his Majesty left ' 
Whitehall, attended by the great oflScers of his nousehold, and di- 
vers others of the nobility and gentry, and soon after arrived in 
Holland, though with some difficulty, by reason of the ice. At the 
Hague his Majesty was received with great joy, which they ex- 
pressed by erecting several triumphal arches, redounding to the 
glory of his gallant achievements, since his Majesty left that country. 

And now a conspiracy was discovered, managed by several per- 
sons, for introducing our former bondag^e and slavery, and the Lord 
Preston, John Ashton, and Edmond Euot were seized, as they were 
designing to go for France, with letters and papers of pernicious 
consequence; and on the 17th of January ^he Lord rreston was tried 
for high treason at the Old Bailey, and two days after Mr. Ashton, 
who were both found guilty; and Mr. Ashton was executed for the 
same, but the Lord Preston was reprieved, together with one Crone, 
formerly sentenced upon the same account, and the trial of Eliot 
was deferred ; after which a proclamation was issued out, for appre- 
hending Dr. Turner, late bishop of Ely, William Pen, and James 
Graham, Esquires. 

The Duke of Savoy, whose family had for above an hundred 

iears past been trampled on by France, and would at this day have 
een entirely enslaved by that King, took this favourable occasion to 
set himself at liberty, while all Europe almost lends him a helping 
hand, and thereupon some months since he declared openly a^gainst 
that crown, and released and gave liberty to all his Protestant sub- 
jects, and entertained them into his service, entering likewise into 
the confederacy with the Princes and states of Christendom, now in 
arms to reduce that grand usurper to reason^ and incapacitate hinv 
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from being ai)y longer dangerous to his neighbours. And in the latter 
end oi 16G|0, bis Highness sent an envoy to congratulate their Ma- 
jesties accession to the throne, and to express his passionate desire 
to unite himself to his Majesty's friendship, by an indissoluble 
ynion. 

Upon the King's arrival at the Hague, several Princes daily came 
thither, as well to have the honour to wait upon his Majesty, as to 
confer about the state of affairs. March 5, the King, accompanied 
by the Duke of Zell, and several of his own nobility, departed for 
Loo, and by the way had news that the French had invested the city 
of Mons.the day before; upon which his Majesty ordered the Dutch 
troops to march immediately into Flanders, to the general rendez- 
vous, and soon after followed in person, being received in the camp 
with extraordinary joy, that they should fight under the banners of 
so undaunted a Prince. The French King arrived before the town 
five days after the siege began, having amassed all his forces toge- 
ther upon this enterprize, leaving only sufficient to defend their gar- 
risons, so that by their continual firing and attacks, and the folly of 
the burghers, who would not admit above six thousand men into the 
town, whereas they ought to have had at least four thousand horse, 
and ten thousand foot. This important place was taken in eight 
day's time, the Governor not being able to make such vigorous 
Sallys as he might have done, because he was willing to spare his 
men ; but the burghers beii^ bj this means stronger than the garri- 
son, obliged the Prince of Berghes to a surrender, before the confe- 
derates could possibly have leisure to relieve the town. After which 
the French King returned to Versailles, and King William came 
back to England, viewing some part of the fleet in his return, and 
arrived safe at Whitehall, where nis Majesty noininated several new 
Bishops to succeed those that had forfeited their bishopricks, by re- 
fusing to swear allegiance to their Majesties. He likewise took a, 
view of the troops that were to go tp Flanders; and-having provided 
for the security of the kingdom, . and happily settled all affairs in 
Scoland and Ireland, his Majesty declared his resolution of return* 
ing into Flanders, and arrived May 2, 1691, in the army encamped 
within two miles of Brussels, being about sevenlty thousand strong^ 
and the French under the Duke of Luxemburg no less numerous. 
And in «fuly Ballimore and Athlone, in Ireland, were taken by Ge- 
neral Ginkle, and the Prince of Wirtemburg. Monsieur St. Ruth^ 
the French King's General, being killed in thegreat battle at Affram 
soon after, with the loss of seven thousand of the Irish, and ' the 
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takltfg of Galloi^ay, #bteh follbW^d, tfith mdst of the btttfer forts, 
and catBtlies, and townfi, except Liin^ritik^ whith Msl^ dl^o invested 
the latter end of August; upon tthich Li^uti^naift Genieral Sarsfield, 
who was retired to the mountain^ i^Hh fbai* tbott§and hotse and dra- 
gons, resolved to returri to that city, but i<^ag met by General 
Ginkle, and a party of the English, who ^o vrgci^ously charged 
them, that thfey instantly fled, and wete piitstied to the Vfery gates 
of the town, above six hundred Irish being slain, and severity 
officers taketi prisoners. The besieged Seeing themselves shut up 
within the f^^alls of one single town, which was now sllmbst balteted 
down about their ear^, hopeless of succotir, and reduced to the laSt 

. extreftilties, Octobfer 13, surrendered up Litfterick tipon articliss^ 
whereby all Irrfand Was wholly reduced to their Majesties db'edience. 
In Flanders, September 19, there happened an engagement be- 
tween the French arid confederate armies, in thfe absence of the King 
©f England, who findings he could not oblige the fehemy to a batfte, 
de(>afted to Brussels, aria ttfita theric6 to Loo, in order to bis* fetu^ff 
for England, leetvirig tfcfe coriimarid of th*6 arriiy to Princ6 tVaJcteck, 

. who decairiping from Leuse to r^ir^ to Cambrori, the enemy haviri&p 
notice ^thereof, detached about thifty squadrons, who marched all 
riight ;* and by the fevouf of a thick mist, unexpectedly fell upon 
fifteen &quadr</ri8 of the corifederates rear guard. The conflict was 
very sharp, arid though iriferior in number, yet thd allies made a 
vigorous defence, till several other regiments came up to their re- 
lief, which diaused tfie ^nemy to retreat. The French lost near seven 
hundred men, wfth riiany.o&cers, arid the corifederates about the 
dame number; after tvht'cb, both arniies went iritdiviriter quarters. 

The English and Holland .fleets, under the command of Admiral 
Russell, had in vain sbUght to eri'^ge the French this summerat sea, 
arid havirig lafri so'm^ time ori the coast of Ireland, to prevent the 
Frerich from ^^ridfn^ fer^s thither, came now into harbour, after a 
tery tettipestuous Reason, arid the Holland fleet separated, and 

•safely arrived in their several pbrts, and the French fleet returned 
to Brest. His Majelsty being returned to England, October 19, and 
the Parliainent sitting, the King declared himself to them, who 
thereupon unanimously resolVed to raise such supplies as should en- 
able him to continue the war with France; and in March following, 
hi^ Majesty arrived again in Holland, and from thence went to Loo, 
\Vhere several Princes met him, to concert the afiairs of the next 
(Campaign. He having an army of thirty thousarid English in Flan- 
ders this summer, March 26, 1692, the Elector of Bavaria, who wai 
■..; •. . - • . s2 
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made Governor of the Spanish Netherlands during life, arrived at 
Brussels, being received there with much joy and solemnity. • 

His Majesty having deeiigned to make a descent upon France this 
summer, the news so alarmed the French King, that he resolved to 
land some forces in England, and King James at the head of them; 
some Jacobites ^nd discontented people here having given him as- 
surance of joimng with him upon his landing, to which end the 
French King supplied ships, troops, and Louis d'ors, so tliat no- 
thing was wanting but to cross the sea, and a squadron of sixteen ships 
and two bombing vessels were fitting at Toulon, under Count d'Estree, 
to convoy the transport ships thither, under the protection of the 
French Beet, commanded by Vice Admiral Tourville in the Channel, 
to prevent the joining of the Dutch and English fleets, and to fight 
all that should oppose their passage ; but Providence ordered the 
winds and rocks to fight d'Estreq, ne losing two of his largest ships 
near Centa, on the coast of Africa, and the rest, miserably shattered, 
went to Portugal to refit, so that instead of being at Brest the begin- 
ning of April, he did not arrive there till the beginning of July, and 
came a minute too late, as he said, to join TourvUle. The Queen of , 
England, upon notice of the embarking of so many men, ^gave out 
iiU necessary orders for securing the coasts, and several horses were . 
seized, whose owners designed to have joined the enemy upon their 
descent, which was intended to have been about Portsmouth and the 
Isle of Wight. King James with his Irish forces were come to 
Cherbourg, upon the coast of Normandy, and Monsieur Tourville 
had great confidence in the courage of his French .mariners, upon 
King James's assurance that the English would nc^t fight, but be 
spectators only. 

The English and Dutch fleets being happily joined, without any 
obstruction from the enemy. Admiral Russell «et sail from St. He- 
lens, and on the 19th of May got sight of the French fleet near 
Cape Barfleur. Admiral TourviUe, having the wind, hastened up to 
the English, but the wind slackening, the French v&nguard of fif- 
teen great men of war could not come up to the English till eleven 
next morning. Five of the fifteen did tneir duty, but the other ten 
kept out of cannon shot. The Dutch were not able to come up, the 
wind being in their teeth. The fight lasted between them that 
could engage about three hours, and then the French made all the 
sail they could to get away, and the Dutch had much ado to tura 
their ships to follow them, by reason of the calm, during which the 
two main bodies of the fleet laboured to the utmost to come up with 
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the enemy, and being happily Q6i up with them engaged resolutely 
for four hours, and then TourviTle, as his vanguard had done before, 
retreated with all speed, and, by the favour of a mist, got out of 
sight. In the afternoon the English blue squadron, which could not 
come up for the calm, fell upon the French blue squadron, where* 
the most obstinate fight was maintained, till the night and mists 
gave opportunity to the enemy to hasten toward their own coasts. 
The next day being clear. Admiral Russell discovered them two 
leagues off, but could not come up, by reason of a sudden mist. 
About ^eleven at night the French weighed anchor by moon-light, 
and the confederates pursued them, who, to save themselves, ven- 
tured among the rocks of Jersey and Guernsey. On the 21st of 
May the admiral, discovering several men of war upon a bank, 
near Cape Barfleur, detached Vice-Admiral Delaval, with eight 
or nine vessels and three fire ships, to set fire to them, wTiich next 
day was happily effected The Royal Sun, that magnificent ship, 

* commanded by Admiral Tourville, which was the wonder of the 
world, |)oth for the exquisiteness of her carving and the beautv of 
her shape, being twenty years in building, by the most skilful 
shipwrights in Europe, carrying one hundred and ten guns, . the Ad- 
mirable, of one hundrpd and two, and thfe Strong, of eighty i^uns, 
with two less frigates and three transport ships, were all sacrificed 

.to the flames, and the next day twelve more were burnt in a bay 
behind the Isle of Aldernay, and this without the loss of one Eng- 
lish or Dutch ship ; the rest of the French fleet fled to Brest, St. 
Maloes, and other ports, to secure themselves. King James wks 
upon a hill, and through a perspective glass saw the fight ; and, 
upon the first firing of the English, he declared, that it was onl^ a 
signal for'them to come over to the French; but he soon found him- 
self deceived, and that it was Admiral Russell he had to do withal, 
find that the intrigues of his Jacobites had not succeeded. Thus it 
pleased heaven to crown their Majesties navy with a glorious vic- 
tory, and to preserve us from the chains prepared for us by the two 
dear allies; for notwithstanding the 'specious declaration published 
by King James, upon his assurance of being restored, yet we have 
all the reason in the world to believe, his pardon would not have 
secured the nation from Popish vengeance, but that we should have 
all felt the utmost effects of his rage and furv, as well as the ho- 
nourable and worthy persons following, whom he excluded from all 
hopes of mercy, that is, the Duke of Ormond, the Marquis of Win- 
chester; the Earls of Sunderland, Bath, Danby, and Nottingham*^ 
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the Lords Newport, Delalnere, Wiltshire, Colcbester^ Comburj, 
Dumblane, and Churchill ; the bishops of St. Asaph and London ; 
Dr. Tillotson and Dr. Burnet; Knights, Sir Ro. Howard, Sir J. 
Worden, Sir S. Grimston, Sir S. Fox, Sir Geoi^e Treby, Sir Basil 
Dixwel, findSir John Oxenden; Esquires, F. Kussel, R. Levison, 
J. Trenchard, C. Dunconib, citizens of London ; Edwards, Napk* 
toni and Hunt, fishermen, with all others that offered indignities 
to him at Feversham, with Ashton and Grosse's judges and jury- 
men; also all spies, and those that have beti^yed his councils in hh 
absence. 

May Id^ 1692, the French army, after having made many marches 
and countermarches, invested the strong fortress of Namur, bein^ 
encouraged thereto by the treacherous Baron de Bersey, who, being 
born a subject of Spain, and having received some disgust from 
that court, was corrupted by the French, and, making his escape 
out of the town, informed the enemy of the conditicm thereof^ 
which he had ^ot fiill information cf by his .intinlacy with the go^ 
vernor, the Prince of Brabaiicon, so as to inform them 6( th^ best 
places for the attack, which Was strong and yet weak, so that the 
town surrendered in five days ; and awhile after William's fort and 
castle were likewise delivered up. It is very well known, that the 
King of England took all the pains imaginable, to get his army of 
several nations together before the siege ; and that the Duke of Lux- 
emburg, who lay with a strong detachment to cover the besiegers, 
used all manner of cantion to avoid a battle, by encamping in places 
where he could not be assatilted, being suflSciently acquainted witSt 
the temper of King William, to whom it was natural to despise dan^ 
ger, ana who pushed on the relief of the place to the utmost; for as 
soon i» he came to Mehaine^ he instantly caused bridges tobe built 
in the night to o^oss the river next morning, and to attack Duka _ 
Luxemburg iti the morasses, which he had certainW done, if a verjr 
extraordinary raiii had not ihHeii, and if all the Generals had not 
unanimously dissuaded him from it, because of the impossibility of 
forming a line of battle in a i>lace so fiill of water. After the surren^ 
der of Namur, the King being informed that the Duke of Luxem<> 
burg was upon his march from Enguien, resolved to advance^ With, 
aU speed, to the same place, but the French got there before himy 
and posted themselves between that place and Steinkerken, amon^ 
hedges and woods : however. King William resolved to attack himr 
, there, which much surprized Luxemburg, who, upon view of. the 
advantageous situation of his camp, had said,^ ^' That none but an 
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Alexander or a Caesar durst attack him in that place ;" but it was 
William the Great wha performed that part, ana marching silently 
all night, fell^ upon the French with. such fury next morning, that, 
in a few hours, ab6ve seven thousand of the' enemy were slain, with 
a great number of nobility and officers, and afterwards retreated at 
leisure, the French not having the courage to follow them, so that 
the attack and.retreat were equally glorious, the King having ex- 
posed himself amidst the cannon and musket shots where the fight 
wjas hottest, riding contiuMally from one end to the other to give 
necessary orders^ so that it was next to a miracle that his sacred 
person was preserved among so many imminent dangers. Thus his 
Majesty gloriously ended this campaign by a signal victory over 
the French at sea, and by having several times braved his enemies 
by land, harassing them by his continual marches, and attacking 
them in their entrenchments, seeking only an opportunity of putting 
an end to the war by a general battle, and so to procure to Europe 
a solid and durable peace. 

On the contrary, the French King dares never to appear at the 
head of his troops, but endeavours to make himself renowned by 
treachery, and violation of oaths ; these are his fortress ; and a»- 
. sassinations, and poisonings are crimes, which injthat G€>urt are not 
prohibited,. witneti> the valet de cbambrewho poisoned the Duke of 
liorrain ; the French cook, who, at the instigation of the Plrench 
ambassador, poisoned Mr. Harbord, at Belgrade, for being rigorous 
in procuring a peace betwixt tlie Emperor and the Turks ; and, 
l^tly, the Siemr de Granval, who, with some others, wae hired l^ 
the Marquis of Barbesieux, secretary to the French King, to murder 
King William, 'being also encouraged thereto by King James and 
his Queen, who told him, " If you and the rest do roe thi» service, 
you shall never«w<ft»t:" but this horrid villainy being happily disco- 
vered, (jranval was, about this time, deservedly executed for the 
same. In October, bis Majesty returned again to England, and the 
parliament being met, he made a gracious speech to them, after 
which they unanimously voted a supply of near five nnllions) fer 
carrying on a vigorous war against France. 

Having thus given a brief account of the most considei'able trans^* 
actions in these kingdoms, tiU the beginning of the year 1693, and 
the fifth of their Majesties happy reign, I shall here conclude, and 
that they may continue to reign long and prosperously over u<r, 
ougbt to be the prayer of every good Protestant thrpughout these 
three nations. 
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124 
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.Grana, Marquis, Governor of 

Flanders, 48 
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Hales, Sir Edward, 81 
Halifax, Marquis of, 81, 82, 87, 

98 
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Head, Sir Richard, 89 
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Huntington, Earl of, 77 
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